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I t ’s  a l w a y s  b u s y,  t h e  t o  a n d  f r o  o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e 
d i o c e s e  a l w a y s  a s t o u n d s  m e .  When it feels l ike it 
shou ld be qu iet and time to catch you r breath, there are 
plent y of things going on. A s the process of col lating for 
each issue of Horizons star ts, I ’m rem inded of this over 
and over. I always star t out thin k ing “wel l what stories 
do we have? ” and as I pore over photos taken, my d iar y, 
newslet ters, emails and so on, I end up on “oh boy I forgot 
that happened!”.

While some things are notewor thy to end up in 
Horizons and that’s f u n to share w ith ever yone, a lot of 
t imes it ’s the r u n of the m il l st u f f that g ives me pause and 
makes me sm ile. I remember a few years a go du ring the 
Year of Grace, a ref lection question that was asked was 
“What are you r moments of g race? ”. This was ex plained 

as – what ord inar y things in you r day; people, events, 
things in you r l i fe, that are f u l l of g race, God ’s g race?

It ’s been a g reat ref lection exercise for me over the 
years; it helps me f ind value in a moment or event , even 
i f on the face of it there’s nothing. The product of a lovely 
l it tle moment of g race is in the pa ges of this Horizons.

Searching for a stor y, I reached out to my d iocesan 
col lea g ues to ask what they thoug ht about work ing 
for the Catholic Chu rch. Nicole Rang iira , who I am 
conv inced has a ba g f u l l of g race hidden somewhere, 
had a wonder f u l spin on the prem ise, which became 
Nicole and Ly n Cash ’s ref lection on spirit ualit y and their 
m inistr y of Pastoral Care. I am pleased to be sharing par t 
one of this conversation and look for ward to revealing 
more in f ut u re issues.
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Horizons is a conduit for news 
and information, helping to 
bind the Toowoomba Diocese 
together.  The magazine aims 
to promote the work of our 
Diocese’s Parishes and Ministries 
so God’s mercy, love  and the joy 
of the Gospel are experienced, 
celebrated and shared.

We wish to acknowledge the 
Aboriginal people God placed 
upon this land, the first custodians 
and caretakers of the land upon 
which we now build our lives and 
gather to worship. We also pay 
respect to Elders past and present.
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Bishop Robert McGuckin consecrates the Sacred Chrism during this year’s Chrism Mass.

In the last few months the world has 
w itnessed scenes of utter madness 

w ith the w ilful acts of fanatics 
tak ing the lives of innocent and 
defenceless people. The events 
in Christchurch New Zealand 
and in Sri Lanka w ill remain 

in our minds for many years. 
In the midst of these tragedies 

people of diverse faiths have come 
together in solidarit y w ith one another.

Follow ing the events in Christchurch our local 
communit y gathered at the Garden Cit y Mosque. This was a 
v isible sign of the realit y that we share a common humanit y 
and that we strive to make our part of the world one of 
welcome and of our work ing together as good citizens.

Speak ing at the mosque gathering I mentioned the need 
for each of us to reach out to our many new arrivals in a 
spirit of friendship. In doing so we overcome what might be 
something of a fear of the unk now n or of difference. For the 
call to love our neighbour to be complete we must indeed 
move beyond loathsome indifference (1 Jn 4:18).

I n my ow n back g rou nd I ref lect on those we considered 
st ra ngers when they ar r ived in Aust ra l ia du r ing the 1950s 
a nd became ou r neig hbou rs. Ou r reach ing out to them 
ha s been ret u r ned in so ma ny ways. The in it ia l bar r iers 

of d i f ference were era sed , a nd we rema in close f r iends to 
th is day. 

I thank Fr Nandana Saparamadu, our Sri Lankan priest 
at St Patrick ’s Cathedral, for leading our ser v ices follow ing 
the Easter Sunday bombings in Sri Lanka. 

Recently I read that Toowoomba, already a migrant 
and refugee-welcoming centre, is to become the staging 
post for those who are to be welcomed to regional tow ns 
in our area. To this end it was good to see funding being 
restored to TR A MS (CatholicCare’s Toowoomba Refugee 
and Migrant Support). 

The statement in our Diocesan Pastoral Plan, “Nurturing 
welcoming communities from the Range to the Boarders 
where God ’s mercy, love and the joy of the Gospel are 
experienced, celebrated and shared ” should be carried out 
in a tangible way in our communities.

We are an Easter people. Let us rejoice and be glad. 
Christ is risen! He is indeed risen! Christ has brought peace 
and done away w ith the barriers of destructive div ision 
(Eph 2:14). With the candle of hope alive in our hearts, let 
us light our world w ith the candles of peace, faith, and love. 

Bishop Robert McGuck in
Bishop of Toowoomba
May 2019
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This year the Missionar y Sisters of Ser v ice (MSS) are 
celebrating the 75th anniversar y of their foundation. 
A series of events have been planned, includ ing a Mass 
and morning tea to be held locally later in the year, as well 
as the release of a commemorative cookbook .

Titled “Food for the Hig hways and By ways”, the book is 
about the journey the sisters have taken in their mission, 
weav ing their histor y and stories throug h recipes 
collected over the years f rom f riends, family and those 
they have met along the way. The cookbook features some 
local f lavour too, showcasing recipes f rom Srs Pat Quinn, 
Mar y Clear y, Nancy Doyle and Cecil ia Bailey as well as 
Clare Smith, Chair of the Toowoomba Branch of Hig hways 
and By ways: A Communit y of Ser v ice and Mar y Wa g ner, 
patron of Hig hways and By ways: A Communit y of Ser v ice.

This cookbook is project number three for photog rapher 
and w riter, Fiona Basile. The book has been a labour of 
love for Fiona , who hand led the project mana gement and 
photog raphy for the book . “It ’s a testament to the love and 
hig h esteem held by many people for the sisters, includ ing 
me,” she said.

Fiona has been work ing w ith the MSS sisters for 
the past three years, f irst as par t of their oral histor y 
project and photog raphing por traits of them, throug h 
to the formation of its f ledg ing Hig hways and By ways 

Communit y. It is obv ious the respect and admiration 
Fiona has for the sisters, “It ’s real ly beautif u l. I have been 
inspired by the MSS stor y, by Fr John, by the women, past 
and present , and by what they continue to set in place for 
the f uture.”

A s w ith any journey, the production process for the 
book had its l ig hter moments f i l led w ith some f un times. 

“I shou ld say, together w ith the sisters, we had many laug hs 
in the cookups for the cookbook and in the photog raphy,” 
Recalls Fiona . “ There were some mishaps along the way, 
but you’ d never k now in the photos!”

“Food for the Hig hways and By ways” was of f icial ly 
launched at Toolang i, Victoria , on 5 May by Marcus 
God inho, CEO of FareShare,

“Food for the Highways and By ways” is available for 
purchase f rom the MSS Melbourne Of f ice , phone
(03)9873 5520 or email :  mssadmin@missionar ysisters .org.
au . $40 plus postage .

Alternat ively copies are available locally through
Sr Mar y Clear y, phone (07) 4634 9786 . $40 ,f ree collect ion 
via ar rangement .

For local celebrat ions for the 75th Anniversar y of 
the MSS , visit missionar ysisters .org.au , go to NEWS , 
U PCOM ING EV ENTS .

COOKBOOK A 
JOURNEY THROUGH 
THE HIGHWAYS 
AND BYWAYS
INGRID MCTAGGART

L to R: Liz McAloon, Sr Bernadette 
Wallis, Sr Stancia Vichie and Fiona 
Basile celebrate the arrival of the freshly 
printed commemorative cookbook.
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314 James Street, Toowoomba, Qld, 4350
Judith McGrath- Colquhoun

Owner and Director

Pre-planning Your Funeral
Just Makes a Lot of Sense

Phone: 07 4634 9946 

Judith and her caring staff are experienced in all the requirements of a 
Catholic Funeral Mass or Prayer Liturgy and can help you plan the details.

Planning ahead certainly makes it easier for you and your family, and is a free 
service. You can also choose to pre-pay should you wish. 

Call us today for more information.

Proudly Australian and Local Family Owned

www.ahfunerals.com.au 
admin@ahfunerals.com.au

(24 hrs)

B i s h o p  Ro b e r t  Mc G u c k i n  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  a n n o u n c e 
t h e  a p p oi nt m e nt  o f  D r  D av i d  Tu t t y  a s  E x e c u t i ve 
O f f i c e r  C a t h o l i c  S o c i a l  Ju s t i c e  C o m m i s s io n .

D av id  c om me nc e d  h i s  r ole  w i t h  t he  D io c e s e  of 
To ow o om b a  i n  e a r l y  A pr i l  a nd  i s  op e r a t i n g  ou t  of  t he 
S o c i a l  Ju s t ic e  O f f ic e ,  lo c a t e d  i n  t he  C a t he d r a l  P r e c i nc t , 
Nei l  S t r e e t .

D av id  c ome s  t o  t h i s  r ole  w i t h  a  w e a lt h  of  e x p e r ie nc e . 
O r i g i n a l l y  f r om  A uc k l a nd ,  Ne w  Z e a l a nd ,  he  hold s 
a  D o c t or a t e  i n  The olo g y  a nd  h a s  s p e nt  m a ny  ye a r s 
w or k i n g  i n  v a r y i n g  s o c i a l  j u s t ic e  r ole s ,  i nc lud i n g  10 
ye a r s  a s  Ju s t ic e  a nd  Pe a c e  E x e c u t i ve  S e c r e t a r y/ Fa i t h 
E duc a t or  for  t he  A uc k l a nd  C a t hol ic  D io c e s e .  D av id 

a l s o  br i n g s  w i t h  h i m  e x p e r ie nc e  i n  w or k i n g  w i t h 
i nd i ge nou s  p e ople s ,  m i g r a nt  g r ou p s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w or k i n g 
a br o a d  i n  S ou t h  A f r ic a  w i t h  s ome  of  t he  c ou nt r y ’s 
p o or e s t  p e ople .

We  t r u s t  he  w i l l  b e  m a de  w e lc ome  i n  h i s  ne w  r ole 
a nd  fe e l  a t  home  i n  t he  To ow o om b a  D io c e s e  a nd  w e 
lo ok  for w a r d  t o  h i s  v a lu a b le  c ont r i bu t ion  t o  t he  S o c i a l 
Ju s t ic e  C om m i s s ion  a nd  l i fe  of  t he  d io c e s e .

Sp e a k i n g  a b ou t  h i s  f i r s t  w e e k  D av id  r e m a r k e d  i t 
w a s  le s s  a n  e a s i n g  i nt o  t he  r ole ,  a nd  mor e  h i t t i n g  t he 
g r ou nd  r u n n i n g .  The  f i r s t  e ve nt  on  t he  a ge nd a  w a s  t he 
S t a t ion s  of  t he  Cr o s s  pr o c e s s ion  i n  t he  To ow o om b a 
C BD  w h ic h  w a s  he ld  on  G o o d  Fr id ay  mor n i n g .

NEW SOCIAL 
JUSTICE 
OFFICER 
BRINGS 
WEALTH OF 
EXPERIENCE

Diocese welcomes Dr David Tutty as Executive Officer 
Catholic Social Justice Commission.
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YOU ARE THE 
“NOW” OF GOD
FR GONZALO GARCIA DURAN

I remember a business man saying to me, “The future 
of the family business is in my sons’ hands.” He was 
considering at that time to retire and leave everything to 
capable individuals, investing effort in his sons’ preparation 
and education to succeed as he had.

Sometimes we think of the church and communities like 
this business man. We want to retire and leave everything 
to younger generations. Yes, young people are the future of 
the church in many places around the world. One example 
of this affirmation can be seen in the attendees of each WYD 
(700,000 this year in Panama) and the several gatherings 
where many of them experience the joy of their faith and the 
renewal of their hope for a better future.

The youth is undeniably present in the church too, broken 
or lost as they may appear in front of us. For this reason we 
need to treat them not like children but as young adults, 
as those assuming numerous “responsibilities, sharing 
alongside adults in the grow of the family, society and the 
church.”(CV64). We need to appreciate that their faith is 
alive as a little f lame that continues to burn, fragile but 
not broken. This perception can be distorted when grey-
haired heads populate our pews every weekend. Among the 
reasons associated with the absence of young people from 

our communities, we assume that we know everything about 
them, but how do we really know what is going on in their 
lives? Pope Francis invites us to recognise their potential, 
not only in terms of their youthfulness, but in the seeds of 
goodness that God the Father sown in their hearts.

“Each young person’s heart should thus be considered 
‘holy ground’, a bearer of seeds of divine life, before which 
we must ‘take off our shoes’ in order to draw near and enter 
more deeply into the Mystery.” (CV67) We need to help them 
in nurturing those seeds, their capacities and gifts that will 
enrich not only themselves but their communities too. We 
need to listen to them more closely and with an open heart 
particularly when they have to face a world in crisis. We need 
to be familiar with their own reality and learn to weep for 
those less fortunate, because “weeping is also an expression 
of mercy and compassion”.(CV76)

Yes, we are called to be merciful, to contribute in this world 
in a way that we alone can make, in our own uniqueness and 
originality. A contribution made with generous commitment 
and dedication. Because “being a Christian is not the result 
of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an 
event, a person, which gives life new horizon and a decisive 
direction”(CV129): Christ your Saviour.

L to R: Deacon Tom Duncan, Bishop 
Robert McGuckin, Seminarians Nathan 
Webb, Dominic Jayasuriya and BJ 
Perrett
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Msgr John Grace Rector  Telephone: 07 3267 4800
Email: seminary@qld.catholic.net.auwww.seminary.catholic.net.au

Holy Spirit SeminaryQUEENSLAND “The Seminary that educates 
must seek really and truly to 
initiate the candidate in the 

sensitivity of being a shepherd.”

The Fourth Sunday of the Easter Season has come to 
be k now n as Good Shepherd Sunday and the World 
Day of Prayer for Vocations. Good Shepherd Sunday 
derives its name from the themes contained w ithin the 
Scripture Readings of the Four th Sunday of Easter each 
year, referencing the Good Shepherd as one who lays dow n 
his l i fe for his sheep. 

This year Good Shepherd Sunday and the 56th World 
Day of Prayer fel l on 12 May. This day is set aside on the 
church calendar each year to pray specif ically for ordained 
ministr y (priesthood and diaconate) and relig ious l i fe in 
al l its forms.

The messa ge from Pope Francis for this year states that 
the “Lord ’s call is not an intrusion of God in our freedom; 
it is not a ‘ca ge’ or a burden to be borne. On the contrar y, 
it is the l iv ing initiative whereby God encounters us and 
inv ites us to be par t of a g reat under tak ing. He opens 
before our eyes the horizon of a g reater sea and an 
abundant catch.”

Visit www.worlddayofprayerforcocations.com  for the f u ll 
tex t of the messa ge from Pope Francis and other resources.  

A s we move for ward from the 56th World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations, may we be renewed in our prayerf u l suppor t , 

and nur turing of, Vocations to the priesthood and 
relig ious l i fe among the communities of our diocese in the 
spirit of Lu ke’s Gospel, “ The har vest is plentif u l, but the 
labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the Har vest to 
send labourers into his har vest” (Lu ke 10:2).

Be on the lookout for the annual Holy Spir t Seminar y 
publication, The Paraclete ma gazine which w il l be 
released to parishes over the coming week s. It features 
news about l i fe at the seminar y and features stories about 
our seminarians.

Frs Gonzalo and Jamie are the Vocations Directors for 
the Diocese of Toowoomba . If you’re interested in f inding out 
more about your vocational call ,
email vocations@t wb.catholic .org.au or phone Fr Gonzalo 
07 4662 7031 and Fr Jamie 07 4622 1075.

SHARE… INVITE… 
CELEBRATE….
PRAY FOR VOCATIONS
ACCEPT THE CALL

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
FOR VOCATIONS
FR JAMIE COLLINS

Caption: L to R: Deacons Josh 
Whitehead (Brisbane Archdiocese), 
Emene Kelemete (Townsville Diocese), 
Tom Duncan (Toowoomba Diocese) 
and Brendan Gormley (Brisbane 
Archdiocese) with Bishop Robert 
McGuckin. The four deacons spent 
some formation time with Bishop 
Robert in mid-March.
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WHAT’S IN 
A NAME?
INTRODUCING 
SYCHAR: 
HOUSE OF 
PRAYER AND 
SPIRITUALITY
SR ELAINE MORZONE MFIC

“Seekers of Wells” illustration by unnamed religious 
sister for USIG International Congress 2004

Both people and places can be named for different 
reasons. A name may be chosen because of its 
pleasant sound with the sole intention of being a 
handle for identif ication or perhaps to remember a 
person or event and to honour the gift their past has 
been to the present.  Then again, a name might be chosen 
to ref lect an obser vable characteristic of the person or 
place in question or to evoke through sy mbolism a hope 
and direction for their f uture.

At the moment, the diocese is work ing towards the 
establishment of a spiritualit y centre in response to the 
Diocesan Pastoral Plan promulgated in June 2018. To be 
located in a house belong ing to the diocese at 69 Margaret 
Street , it could be best described as a “House of Prayer and 
Spiritualit y”. The intention is to create a place of welcome 
where all seek ing to f ind deeper meaning in their l ives, 
w ishing to deepen their relationships w ith brothers and 
sisters on the journey of l i fe or hoping to connect w ith 
their God and creation can k now they belong. 

Our Diocesan House of Prayer and Spiritualit y w il l 
be k now n by the Biblical name SYCH A R (pronounced 
see-ka) which refers to the Samaritan tow n where Jesus 
encountered the Samaritan woman at the well. 

The name SYCH A R , w ith its associations to the 
encounter of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well 
( John 4:3-41), is rich w ith imager y which evokes depth of 
meaning and promise for us.

O u r S YC H A R a i m s t o b e :
•  A pla c e of  gat her i n g a nd encou nt er w it h Ch r i s t .
•  A pla c e of  i nclu sion ,  w here bou nd a r ie s of  gender, 

of  cu lt u re ,  of  rel i g iou s d i f ferenc e a re t ra n sc ended .
•  A pla c e of  pre senc e t o one a not her,  w here 

jud g ment i s  repla c ed by a c c ept a nc e a nd 
compa s sion .

•  A pla c e w here we c a n more deepl y rec ei ve a nd 
rejoic e i n Ch r i s t ’s  prom i se of  l i v i n g wat er wel l i n g 
up w it h i n u s br i n g i n g new ne s s a nd he a l i n g a nd 
hop e .

•  A pla c e w here we c a n b e set f ree f rom t he t h i n g s 
t hat bi nd u s t o b ecome ou r aut hent ic selve s

•  A pla c e of  p e a c e w here ou r l i ve s a re t ouched i n a 
way t hat ma ke s u s wa nt t o sha re ou r joy a nd g i f t s 
w it h ot her s . 

•  A pla c e of  prayer.

SYCH A R w ill welcome all who thirst for inner g row th 
and spiritual nourishment; who seek to discover their 
authentic self and awaken to the Myster y of God in whom 
they live and move and have their being. They w ill be 
encouraged to journey to the heart , to ex perience more 
deeply the indwelling presence of Christ and their oneness 
w ith all creation. Accessing the unfailing wellsprings 
of God ’s creative Spirit w il l enable those who thirst to 
be transformed by the f ire of God ’s love and inspired to 
embrace God ’s mission w ith passion and creativ it y.

Further developments of SYCHA R, particularly the progress 
that has been made establishing a qualit y spiritualit y librar y, 
will be featured in future issues of Horizons.
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ACYF orginisers and youth ministry 
leaders from across Australia 
recently spent time in Perth for the 
ACYF National Briefing Day.

Th is December the Bishops of Aust ra l ia are i nv it i ng 
you ng people f rom Year 9 to you ng a du lt s 30 years of 
a ge to at tend the Aust ra l ian Cathol ic Youth Fest iva l 
(AC Y F) i n Per th. The fest iva l is a nat iona l gather i ng of 
Cathol ic you ng people that prov ides a n excit i ng plat for m 
to have a n encou nter w ith Jesus Ch r ist ,  cr uci f ied a nd 
r isen, a s wel l a s to ex per ience the chu rch on a broa der 
nat iona l level .  For people i n r u ra l d ioceses a nd pa r ishes 
th is is a pa r t icu la rly va luable oppor t u n it y to ex per ience 
the Cathol ic fa ith i n its va r ious ex pressions a nd to 
con nect w ith other you ng people, rea l isi ng that we 
a re not a lone i n ou r l i fe of fa ith. Th is event prov ides a 
plethora of excel lent spea kers a nd presenters f rom 
a rou nd the world to help us g row i n ou r u nderst a nd i ng of 
ma ny d i f ferent a spects of Cathol ic fa ith a nd spi r it ua l it y, 
a s wel l a s to equ ip us for m ission a nd d isciplesh ip i n ou r 
world today.

I ’ve ha d the blessi ng of at tend i ng the t wo prev ious 
AC Y Fs a nd ca n say it is def i n itely a wor thw h i le ex per ience 
both persona l ly a nd for pa r ishes a nd schools to i nvest 

i n the fa ith of thei r you ng people. At the 2019 World 
Youth Day i n Pa na ma I ha d the pr iv i lege of l isten i ng 
to the words of Pope Fra ncis i n h is nat ive tong ue a s he 
a d mon ished the not ion that you ng people a re the f ut u re 
of the chu rch. He sa id rather, you a re el a hora de Dios – 

“the now of God ! ”
A s the d iocesa n g roup coord i nator for th is yea r’s 

Fest iva l ,  I ’ d l i ke to ex tend the i nv it at ion to fa m i l ies , 
pa r ishes a nd schools to generously consider send i ng a 
g roup of you ng people w ith i n the above a ge bracket .  Not 
si mply a s a n i nvest ment i n the f ut u re, but a s a response 
to the now i n w h ich the Holy Spi r it is ca l l i ng us to the 
l i fe of g race.

The fest iva l it sel f r u ns f rom December 8 -10, but si nce 
Per th is so fa r away ou r pi lg r i ma ge w i l l  go f rom December 
5 -11, w h ich w i l l  i ncor porate a w ider ex per ience of Per th. 
For quest ions a nd reg ist rat ion plea se cont act me at 
you ngcathol ic@t w b.cathol ic .org.au or ca l l  4 632 4277. 

For more infor mat ion you can al so vi sit the Fest ival 
webpa ge at w w w.youthfest ival .catholic .org.au . 

ACYF: EXPERIENCE 
THE NOW
DEACON TOM DUNCAN
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WHEN THE GOING 
GETS TOUGH
SHANE DWYER

Recently I met up w ith the Director of one of our 
Catholic agencies, keen to discuss the difficulties her 
staff experience as they seek to prov ide their ser v ices 
in a societ y increasing ly cy nical about the Catholic 
Church. This was not a surprise to me, as my ow n work 
reg ularly reinforces that this is not an easy time to be 
Catholic, never mind an easy time to work for the Catholic 
Church. From most perspectives, things aren’t look ing 
great. The 2016 census reinforced that numbers are dow n 
and even among those who continue to practice our faith, 

there can be an air of confusion and disappointment. 
Perhaps even anger. 

For many, things came to a head w ith the recent 
sentencing of Cardinal Pell for the abuse of t wo choirboys. 
It was the culmination of a long-running saga that w ill 
be rev ived once more in June, when his appeal w ill l ikely 
be heard. Without w ishing to be pre-emptive, this next 
instalment w ill leave many unhappy whatever the decision.

So what do we make of these circumstances? No 
comment is being made in this article about Cardinal Pell ’s 
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Wondering where to have your next function?
ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL FUNCTION CENTRE

For Bookings phone Anthony on (07) 4637 1500
$100 bar tab for your function

 if booked before June.

BINGO EVERY WEEK
WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY AT 7.15PM 

SUNDAY AT 4.30PM 

UPCOMING EVENTS
CELEBRATE ST PATRICK’S DAY AND WIN YOUR SHARE 
OF THE $6000 POT OF GOLD! 4.30PM, 17TH MARCH 

St Patrick's Cathedral     123 Neil Street, Toowoomba Qld 4350     www.stpats.org.au

g uilt or innocence. That is for his conscience, the courts 
and, ultimately, for God to decide. Instead, we ref lect on 
what it means for us to be Catholic in today’s env ironment: 
an env ironment in which the church is, rightly or w rongly, 
being called to account. 

So many Catholics I have worked w ith in recent years 
tell me that they no longer k now what to say about their 
faith to their friends, their children, or their grandchildren. 
For example, recently my off ice was contacted by an elderly 
man who was ref lecting on this situation. As he comes to 
the end of his life he wonders what he can do as a last ditch 
attempt to pass on the faith that has nourished him his 
whole life. His loved ones don’t appear to be interested and 
may even be antagonistic. He feels that his church hasn’t 
always helped him to deal w ith this situation. In fact, we 
may even have got in the way. 

It would be easy to feel over whelmed, but even a 
rudimentar y study of the histor y of the church tells us that 
we’ve been in tough situations before. Histor y teaches us 
that the church is in reg ular need of renewal and reform 
and this should not surprise us. A ny organisation that lets 
you and me through the door is going to need reform. For 
this is one of the glories of the church: that all are welcome 

– saints and sinners alike. However, this is also the burden 
of the church: that are all welcome. We honour the saints 
and we deal w ith the impact of the sinners. That’s how it 
has always been.

But all is not bleak . As we look back over the histor y of 
the church this is what we see: when things get diff icult , 
the great saints come to the fore. God does not abandon 
his people, even as we might be tempted to abandon God. 
Instead, in times of diff icult y the call becomes ver y direct 
and ver y simple: throw yourself on the grace and mercy of 
God, learn to pray more deeply and more profoundly, and 
allow the search for truth to lead you for ward. Discover 

again what ‘ faith ’, ‘ hope’ and ‘ love’ actually mean. 
For this I k now to be true: there is nothing standing 

bet ween us and the love of God (Romans 8:31 – 39). There 
is nothing happening in the world, in the church, or in our 
ow n lives that is capable of keeping us from liv ing the faith 
we have received. Each of us is as baptised as the pope, and 
each of us is called to live our baptism as if nothing else 
matters. The choice and, ultimately, the responsibilit y for 
what we choose to do, is ours. You are an adult Catholic 
w ith a vocation and a mission. How w ill you respond? 

But we are human beings and it can be hard to live the 
vocation we have been given w ithout support. For this 
reason I once more make you an inv itation. It begins by 
learning to think of yourself as a man or a woman w ith a 
mission and a contribution to make. By this I don’t mean 
any thing onerous. I simply mean that we must embrace the 
call to enter deeply into our faith and, where appropriate 
and as the opportunit y arises, to take the step of sharing 
that faith w ith others. 

As a possible way to help you w ith this, each of you 
is being inv ited to join the Agents of Evangelisation 
net work that has been set up by the National Centre for 
Evangelisation. See www.nce.catholic .org.au/networks/
agents-of-evangelisation-network for more information. 

Pray for Cardinal Pell by all means and pray for the 
church. Pray especially for any who have been in any way 
hurt by those who should only have been the presence 
of Jesus Christ for them. A nd pray that you too w ill more 
effectively become that presence.

Shane is the Director of the National Centre for 
Evangelisation , an agency of the Australian Catholic 
Bishop’s Conference. Originally published in Catholic Voice 
(Canberra-Golbourn Archdiocese), April 2019. Edited by 
Shane for Horizons and reprinted with permission.
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Horizons asked staff about their experience of work ing 
for the Catholic Church and how their spiritualit y 
related to their day-to-day work. Pastoral Care is a 
touching and personal ministr y w ithin the health facilities 
of our diocese. Pastoral Care Coordinator Nicole Rangiira 
spoke w ith her predecessor, Ly n Cash, and asked her to 
ref lect on her experience of the Pastoral Care ministr y and 
how it meshed w ith her ow n spiritualit y. This is part one of 
that conversation.

Nicole: What does the word Spiritualit y mean to you? 
Ly n: Spiritualit y starts w ith the heart. It means for me 
life and love, meaning and purpose, commitment and 
ser v ice. It is connection and relationship. It sees the 
interconnectedness of all things, w ith oneself, w ith others, 
w ith the earth and w ith God. More than any thing else it 
is a yearning, a longing for something more, something 
beyond myself, for l ife, for the div ine. It is a l ifelong search 
for understanding, for f inding the meaning of my life 
in this world and in the ser v ice of those who come into 
my life. My gif ts of spiritualit y inv ite me, patiently and 
respectfully, to engage w ith people in their ow n search for 
truth and meaning. 

My spiritualit y is grounded in my faith, in the 
sacramental grace of the gif ts of the Spirit and the unique 
relationship w ith Jesus which unfolds. This nourishes 
and sustains me and gives me life. When one is awake to 
the sacred in one’s l ife, continually seek ing, exploring, 
searching for answers, one’s spiritualit y becomes a journey 
through life and demands one to take up life’s challenge in 
good times and in bad. This inner and outer journey, the 
connectedness to the sacred in all things, becomes the 

foundation of my spiritualit y and my grow th towards a 
mature and authentic faith. 

As I have come to k now myself I am able to accept my 
limitations as well as my gif tedness to those around me. I 
express this in hospitalit y, compassion and seek ing God in 
all things, I can embrace all. Spiritualit y is inclusive and it 
is an attitude of trust and faith in the presence of a lov ing 
God which allows me to bring love and hope to those I 
encounter on this journey. Out of these relationships f low 
the positive aspects of hope and respect, peace, prayer, 
consolation, comfort , reconciliation, empowerment, 
l iberation and self- fulf i l lment. When I recognise God at 
work in me and through me, ever y thing in life becomes 
imbued w ith the sacred. At this point God is a sense of 
l ife now and of l ife beyond life. It is why I place the gif ts 
of my spiritualit y at the ser v ice of those who God places 
in my path. The Pastoral Care ministr y was, for me, my 
response, my human response, to the marginalized to 
whom I ministered. It was listening w ith ‘the ear of the 
heart’, responding w ith a heart that enlivened my spirit to 
see more than meets the eye in the lives and the stories of 
people I encountered. 

The Spirit of love and mercy is alive in the human realit y, 
each and ever y day.
Nicole: How does the ex perience of your spiritualit y g uide 
and encourage your capacit y to embrace the care for all 
people whom we encounter in healthcare facilities? 
Ly n: The beaut y of the diversit y of people we come across 
in healthcare facilities brings joy and challenge to our 
lives in Pastoral Care. From time to time when I ref lect on 
my journey in Pastoral Care the faces of so many people 
I ’ve met come to my mind. 

SPIRITUALITY 
IN MINISTRY
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The Catholic bishops of Australia have paid tribute to 
the deep spiritualit y and decades of ser v ice of Deacon 
Boniface Perdjert follow ing his death on 18 March.

Deacon Boniface was the f irst Indigenous permanent 
deacon to be ordained in Australia follow ing the reforms 
of the Second Vatican Council, but was also an Indigenous 
senior elder of the Kardu Diminin clan and the traditional 
ow ner of the land on which the tow n of Wadeye (Port 
Keats) is built .

“Deacon Boniface was a profoundly respected elder 
w ithin the Aboriginal communit y, well k now n for his deep 
spiritualit y and his ser v ice to his Indigenous brothers 
and sisters,” said Bishop Columba Macbeth-Green OSPPE, 
chairman of the Bishops Commission for Relations w ith 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.

Deacon Boniface had the rare priv ilege of meeting 
three popes during his lifetime: Paul V I, John Paul II 
and Benedict X V I. He assisted at the celebration of Mass 
w ith John Paul II in A lice Springs in 1986, when the Pope 
delivered the famous address to the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander People. He again assisted Pope John Paul II 
at the Mass for the beatif ication of St Mar y of the Cross 
MacK illop in Sydney in 1995 and was present in Rome 
for her Canonisation in 2010. He was among those who 
welcomed Pope Benedict to Australia in 2008 to celebrate 
World Youth Day in Sydney.

A rchbishop Christopher Prowse, chairman of the 
Bishops Commission for Evangelisation, Lait y and 
Ministr y, also ack nowledged Deacon Boniface’s ser v ice. 

“Deacon Boniface was the epitome of the diaconal ministr y. 
He was w idely regarded for his preaching in his native 
lang uage and developing the faith communit y of Port 
Keats,” A rchbishop Prowse said. “He lived his diaconal 
vocation in complete ser v ice of others.” 

Dar w in Bishop Charles Gauci extended his condolences 
to Deacon Boniface’s family and the Northern Territor y 
communit y. Bishop Gauci said: “May the Eternal Father 
now welcome him w ith those words of Scripture: ‘Well 
done, good and faithful ser vant! Come and share your 
Master’s happiness! ’”

BISHOPS PAY 
TRIBUTE TO 
DEACON’S 
SERVICE 
AND FAITH

I remember the distraught woman outside the emergency 
department entrance who wanted to run away from the 
trauma and g rief she was liv ing through, suffering from a 
mental health condition. I remember the Indigenous man 
who was watching the pain she was in. This beautif ul man 
cupped her hands in his, looked at her and gently asked 
how he could help.

A nother memor y I have is of a mother keeping v ig il at the 
bed of her child who had attempted suicide and was dy ing. 
The young doctor attending her daughter was clearly 
from a dif ferent culture, a new ex perience for her, but she 
begged him to save her child. Overcome w ith his care and 
ex pert attention, she was f i l led w ith g ratitude towards 
him for his compassion towards her and her daughter. She 
made a decision to honour her child ’s w ish to participate 
in the organ donation process. When the time came, she 
cried, “ Tonight is the saddest time of my whole l ife, but 
this organ donation is going to make another mother the 
happiest person in the world.”

In the moments of encounter there are no boundaries or 
div ision. It is simply us work ing as a united team, health 
and faith, for the good of the person in need. The core 
of our Pastoral Care deliver y is a call for inclusion and 
welcome – this is our commitment – to care for all people. 
We believe that ever y human being has spiritualit y or a 
spiritual need. This spiritual need may only come to light 
when a signif icant event impacts on them e.g. i l lness. We 
believe that our deep reverence for the spiritual nature 
of each and ever y person underpins our work in Pastoral 
Care.

A s we welcome the lov ing God w ithin ourselves, we 
then k now that we can recog nize and love the God in 
another. Our streng th and our embrace of al l people l ie 
in the fact that we of fer our ser v ice from our ow n truth 
and k nowledge and our ow n spiritualit y. This is that Jesus 
came to bring freedom and dig nit y to each person. He 
showed us the way of being w ith others. Jesus is our model, 
our encoura ger, our sustainer.
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THE THRILLS AND 
SPILLS OF PROJECT 
COMPASSION
CATHERINE MCALEER

As a primary school teacher, one of my favourite ways 
to end the day or a particular event with students is to 
ask them to share their thrills and spills. The things that 
they enjoyed or found energising and perhaps those things 
that were more of a challenge for them. With that in mind, 
I share my thrills and spills from Caritas Australia’s Project 
Compassion 2019.

The big thrills for this year’s Project Compassion (PC) 
would have to be the Just Leadership Days, the launch at 
St Patrick ’s Cathedral, welcoming Baskoro from Caritas 
Indonesia to the diocese, the opportunity to speak at a local 
Catholic/Muslim gathering about Caritas and visit many 
schools and parishes in the diocese.

The Pr ima r y Just L eadersh ip Day at St Thoma s More’s , 
Toowoomba had 80 enthusia st ic a nd enga ged st udents 
play i ng games, bu i ld i ng t ippy t aps a nd pla n n i ng for 
PC. The Seconda r y L eadersh ip Day at St Joseph ’s 

Col lege, Toowoomba saw 50 st udents enga ge i n i n-depth 
d iscussions, bat tle it out i n a n u n fa i r game of Monopoly 
a nd pla n act iv it ies that enga ged thei r peers to ra ise 
f u nds, awa reness a nd to act i n sol ida r it y w ith others 
a rou nd the world .

The PC Launch involved 15 schools from our diocese 
come together for Mass at the Cathedral on a drizzly Sunday 
morning. Bishop Robert McGuckin commissioned PC 
Ambassadors and each representative received a Caritas 
candle to take back to their school to light the way for Lent 
2019. A small army of volunteers helped bake and organise a 
morning tea after Mass for those who attended the launch.

We welcomed Baskoro from Caritas Indonesia into the 
diocese to share his story. He did so at 11 different schools, St 
Anthony’s Friendship Group and at a Caritas and Social Justice 
Commission evening at St Anthony’s Parish, Toowoomba. 
The students, fascinated by the orangutans, asked countless 

Top: Baskoro and Catherine McAleer visited St 
Stephen’s School, Pittsworth. The MacKillop Club 
helped raise money by selling ice creams and 
chocolates and classes held their own fundraising 
efforts for PC.

Right, Top: A group of Junior School students sets 
off in the Downlands, Toowoomba annual Caritas 
King and Queen of the Hill fundraiser run for Project 
Compassion, as Middle School students await their 
turn.

Right, Bottom: St Thomas More’s School, 
Toowoomba held a “Dot Day” to fundraise for PC. 
Students dressed in dots, enjoyed dot themed 
activities and held a sausage sizzle.
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questions of Baskoro (the animal is part of eco-tourism in 
Indonesia, and feature in the week 2 story for PC). They were 
also keen to learn statistical information about how many 
people in the world need help and their circumstances.

I was invited to a local Catholic/Muslim gathering to 
share with the Muslim community what Caritas does as a 
part of Lent. It was a wonderful opportunity to look at the 
work of Muslim Aid Australia and share our similarities not 
our differences.

The stories I heard in my travels of how schools, parishes 
and individuals were raising money for PC were creative, 
inspiring and heartfelt. It was delightful to see Our Lady of 
the Southern Cross College, Dalby feature on W IN News as 
the School of the Week and share what they did for PC. St 
Mary’s School, Goondiw indi created collages using coins 
answering the question: Why are we raising money for 

Project Compassion? Theo from Mater Dei Primary saved 
all his pocket money over a number of weeks and gave it all 
to PC.

With the good, comes the bad and unfortunately there 
were some spills. Disappointingly, we were not able to make 
it to the outer reaches of the Diocese with Baskoro. The 
upside however was that his presentation at St Anthony’s 
Parish was recorded and we were able to share it with other 
parishes online.

Also sadly, 844 Million people around the world do not have 
access to clean water and 2.3 billion do not have adequate toilet 
facilities. Water was a major focus for PC this year and so funds 
raised will go towards improving this situation.

Thank you to all who have contributed to Project Compassion 
in some way, whether it was through a donation, a conversation 
to raise awareness or participation in an activity.
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Since 2008, the Toowoomba FRC (Family Relationship 
Centre, one of CatholicCare’s many diverse ser v ices) 
has been supporting separated families to agree on 
how they w ill best care for children in the context of 
family separation .

When people come to see us, the separation may have 
been recent or may have occurred many years ago, but 
the common denominator is that both the adults and the 
children are dealing w ith all of the challenges that can 
occur w ith the breakup of their family unit.

We k now from extensive research in this area that 
parental separation, if managed well, is unlikely to be 
harmful for children in the long run. However, it is also clear 
that the most harmful thing for children’s development 
both short and longer term, after their parents separate, is 
being caught up in ongoing unresolved conf lict between 
their parents and/or the other adults who are signif icant in 
their lives. 

We are incredibly aware that any separation, even those 
which are ostensibly amicable, involves grief and loss for 

the adults involved. Ver y often parents are caught up in 
their ow n pain, crisis, distress and negativ ity towards the 
other parent, and this unfortunately often plays out in 

‘adults behav ing badly’. Whilst this is often understandable, 
our focus when work ing w ith parents is to seek to help them 
rise above the ‘adult issues’, in order to be able to clearly 
focus on what life is like for their children in the midst of 
the separation. 

BLESSED ARE THE 
PEACEMAKERS
EMMA YATES

A major focus when 
working with parents is to 
help them rise above the 
‘adult issues’, in order to 
focus on their children’s 
wellbeing.

VERY OFTEN PARENTS ARE 
CAUGHT UP IN THEIR OWN 
PAIN, CRISIS, DISTRESS AND 
NEGATIVITY TOWARDS THE 
OTHER PARENT, AND THIS 
UNFORTUNATELY OFTEN 
PLAYS OUT IN ‘ADULTS 
BEHAVING BADLY’.
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Through the process of Family Dispute Resolution 
(FDR) – which is what the Family Law Act calls mediation 
conducted by registered Family Dispute Resolution 
Practitioners (FDR Ps) in this context – a FDR P works w ith 
both parents (or other people concerned for the care of 
the children, eg grandparents) to help them think about 
questions like:

• What is it like to be each of your children at this time?
• What are any worries or concerns that each of your 

children might have?
• What does each of your children need from each of you/

other carers at this time, and going for ward, in order to be 
able to just ‘ be a child ’ and not be negatively impacted by 
the separation in the long run?

This can be incredibly powerful. For disputing parents, 
it is often the beginning of being able to re-establish some 
common ground, and a w illingness to put aside or work 
though their ow n issues, so as to be able to be the best 
possible co-parents they can be, for their children’s sakes. 
The FDR P is then able to go on and facilitate the parents 
hav ing a discussion together about each of their concerns 
relating to the children, to fully explore the underly ing 
issues, and to see if they can work together to agree on how 
best to care for their children going for ward.

At CatholicCare’s FRC we understand that every family 
is different and therefore try to work w ith the families 
individual needs. We work w ith families in the most 
complex situations, including the dynamics arising out 
of domestic violence, mental health concerns, substance 
abuse, parental capacity issues, safety concerns, long-
standing parental conf lict and cross-cultural complexities. 
Sometimes parents haven’t spoken to each other for years 
prior to coming to see us. In other cases, a parent and child 
may have had no contact w ith each other for a signif icant 
period of time. Every situation requires us to carefully assess 
whether or not FDR would be appropriate in that case. 

Where FDR is not appropriate, we are still able to offer 
other supports including referrals for legal adv ice and 
counselling, as well as to a range of other organisations. 
Parents are also welcome to participate in parenting 
programs offered at CatholicCare.

The ways in which we demonstrate our organisational 
values in work ing w ith clients:

• treating them w ith k indness
• giv ing them their dignit y
• helping them to get in touch w ith their ow n values
• challenging them to put their children’s best       

interests f irst
• helping them work out how practically and realistically 

they can do that
• and modelling constructive communication that does 

not unnecessarily shy away from diff icult issues – 
These are all signif icant stimulus in separated parents 

starting to re-imagine a more positive future for themselves 
and their children. 

After 10 years of doing this work, our FDR team has found 
that one of the most important things we can offer separated 
parents – and through them their children - is hope. 

AFTER 10 YEARS OF 
DOING THIS WORK, OUR 
FDR TEAM HAS FOUND 
THAT ONE OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT THINGS WE 
CAN OFFER SEPARATED 
PARENTS – AND 
THROUGH THEM THEIR 
CHILDREN - IS HOPE.



Horizons18

One hundred and si x t y delegates, including three 
f r o m  To o w o o m b a ,  g a t h e r e d  i n  A d e l a i d e  i n  l a t e 
Februar y for the Colloquium of the Council for 
Australian Catholic Women.

With water brought from our hometow ns, we 
commenced our opening liturg y. The combining of our 
water into a large bowl, sy mbolically ack nowledged our 
baptismal call to ser ve, our deep connectedness and the 
opportunit y our time of fel lowship presented to support 
one another and streng then our commitment to build 
God ’s dream for all people.

A ref lection that played a sig nif icant role shaping the 
contex t of our presence at the Colloqu ium was “Look ing 
Back-Look ing For ward: Celebrating Women and 20 years 
of “Woman and Man””. Since it ’s publication in 1999, 

“Woman and Man: One in Christ” has g u ided the ef for ts of 
a task force to ex plore recommendations to the Australian 
Bishops. The Council for Australian Catholic Women 

(CAC W) was established and continues to promote the 
par ticipation of women in the church. The CAC W ex ists 
at the “national level to ensure that the d ig nit y of women 
is honoured and their g if ts are g iven space to f lourish for 
the sake of the church ’s l i fe and mission” (ACBC Social 
Justice Statement 20 0 0).

CACW chair Dr Trish Madigan OP shared, “I think what 
we w itnessed at the colloquium is the commitment and 
passion that women have for the life of the church and for 
their ow n life as women of the church.  They want to see 
transformation in the church to recognise women’s g if ts 
and abilit y and their identit y as baptised Christians.”

Key note speaker Dr Michele Connolly R SJ ex plored 
sy nodalit y and inclusion w ithin the Gospel of Mark . “As 
people in the church, we think to ourselves ‘ it can’t change’. 
But unlike a political movement, we do not have to do this 
out of our ow n imag ining. It is the essence of faith to trust 
that God is work ing in this w ith us.” Sr Michele said. ” Yes 

STIRRING THE 
WATERS: WHAT IS THE 
SPIRIT SAYING TO 
CATHOLIC WOMEN?
NICOLE RANGIIRA

L to R Angela Travers, Monica Brennan 
and Nicole Rangiira, Toowoomba Diocese 
representatives at the Colloquium of the 
Council for Australian Catholic Women.
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we w ill work sometimes to our last shred of energ y we 
have, but in the end, we are sustained because the work of 
transforming the church and transforming Australia rests 
on God ’s ow n self: God, who has limitless reser ves of love 
and compassion and mercy.”

Ms Debra Zanella, Director of Ruah Communit y Ser v ices 
Perth, was our second key note speaker. The ser v ice’s focus 
is in the areas of mental health, homelessness and housing, 
family and domestic v iolence. Debra is passionate that 
this project is not just to manage homelessness but to 
end it . The WA Government now work alongside Ruah 
Communit y Ser v ices caring for all who are disadvantaged.

Work shops ex plored leadership, involvement of women 
in the church, ex periences of mig rants, v ictims of domestic 
v iolence, homelessness, stories of Aborig inal and Torres 
Strait Islander women, voices of LGBTIQ Catholics and the 
need to care for God ’s creation.

H av i n g br ok en br e a d t o get her  a t  St  Fr a nc i s  X av ier ’s 
C a t he d r a l  we g ave t h a n k s t o G o d w it h t he lo c a l  p e ople 
of  A de l a ide b efor e enjoy i n g e a ch ot her ’s  c omp a ny over 
a  me a l .

Inspiring us on Sunday were the women on the Executive 
Committee of the Plenar y Council; Lana Tur vey-Collins, 
the Facilitator of the Plenar y Council, Ms Sarah Moffatt , 
Assistant Director to the Chancellor, Adelaide diocese and 
Ms Teresa Simon, Convenor of an English Maronite Social 
Media initiative (Liv ing Maronite) along w ith Ms Deborah 
Sayce, Director of Catholic Education in Western Australia. 
These women’s faith stories and their commitment to 
honour the opportunit y of the Plenar y Council led us to a 
valuable time of meaning f ul dialog ue in our small g roups. 
Our sincere listening, courage to be v ulnerable and 
genuinely discerning the Spirit of God w ithin and beyond 
us led to valuable submissions to the Plenar y Council.

Small bottles of the combined water were distributed 
for each of us to carr y the nourishment of the colloquium 

to our families, parishes, ministries, communities and 
our entire dioceses. With my spirit nurtured and feeling 
g ratef ul, I now seek to honour the g if t this opportunit y has 
been for me.

With the suppor t of Bishop Rober t McGuck in, one 
way to encou ra ge women in ou r d iocese to share their 
stories, receive much needed resou rces and to inspire one 
another to continue on ou r jou rneys of faith and m inistr y, 
is the hope to create a Toowoomba d iocese Cou nci l for 
Catholic Women. This cou nci l wou ld seek to promote the 
inclusion of women a long w ith their par ticipation in the 
chu rch and do this by d raw ing on the va luable resou rces 
the CAC W prov ides.

A valuable resource our Australian church has is 
the generous spirit of Ms A ndrea Dean. A ndrea has the 
joint role of Director of the Off ice for the Participation 
of Women and Lay Pastoral Ministr y. A ndrea is mak ing 
herself available to travel to Toowoomba to facilitate a 
gathering of those who treasure their involvement and 
commitment to our diocese, unique and large as it is.

We are women w ith hearts overf low ing w ith w isdom, 
g if ts and compassion through our lived ex perience 
ref lected upon and nourished by the Spirit of God. We pray 
and hold the hope for faithf ul women in our diocese, in 
Australia and throughout our world. May we all be free to 
l ive l ives seek ing justice, peace, mercy, dignit y not just for 
ourselves but for one another through your love w ithin us.

If you are interested in gathering with other women to 
further support , learn and g row with each other you can 
email t wb.catholic .women@g mail .com with your contact 
details to stay in touch .

You can also sig n up to Diocesan eNews Update by emailing 
communications@t wb.catholic .org.au with SUBSCR IBE in 
the subject line , to be notif ied of upcoming events , including 
the planned Andrea Dean lead gatherings.
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ST VINCENT DE 
PAUL FESTIVAL 
WELCOMES 
NEW MEMBERS
EMMA SIMPSON

Tw ice a year St Vincent de Paul Conference members 
from across the Toowoomba diocese gather to share, 
learn and celebrate belonging to an organisation w ith 
a history of 125 years in Queensland. On St Patrick ’s 
Day this biannual gathering was hosted by the Toowoomba 
Migrant and Refugee Conference w ith guest speakers 
who share a vested interest in the region’s ability to settle 
migrant and refugee families including Mayor Paul Antonio, 
and refugees Asif Rasheed and Hamzah Kadhim.

Members from as far west as Goondiw indi were able 
to weigh in on the issue prov iding valuable insight on the 
varied ability of communities to accommodate the unique 

needs of new Australians. The day f inished w ith a Mass at 
St Patrick ’s Cathedral where 10 new members of various 
diocesan conferences were inducted into the society.

The society would not ex ist w ithout its members and 
volunteers, they are the society. They live their faith in 
action by v isiting people in their homes or in the community, 
prov iding friendship and support to those they ser ve and 
to each other. They are called to seek out the poor and 
marginalised wherever they may be.

For more information about your local conference or other 
volunteering opportunities contact Emma Simpson at the 
Toowoomba Off ice on 46995222.

St Vincent de Paul inducted new members into the Society.

Pope Francis has called for a unif ication of all sectors 
of the Church that use the Gifts of the Spirit (1Cor:12). 
This includes Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR), 
approved Communities under Catholic Fraternit y and a 
variet y of other g roups. He has called for this initiative 
as a communion for a new season of the Holy Spirit in 
the Church. A new body, Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
International Ser v ice (CH A R IS) w il l oversee this process. 
The Statutes of CH A R IS g ive three strong lines to its work : 
evangelisation, communion of Christians and ser v ice of 
the poor. We in CCR are called to carr y out this work .

Pope Francis has emphasised the importance of Baptism 
in the Spirit and the fact that all Christians should receive 
it . This is not a second baptism but a new outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit which enables and encourages us to evangelise 
and become more active in the l ife of the Church. This 
happened at the Baptism of Jesus, “Now when all the 
people had been baptised and while Jesus af ter his ow n 
baptism was at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit 
descended on him.” (Lk 3:21-22).

Mar y and the Apostles ex perienced this Baptism in the 
Spirit in the upper room at Pentecost , as described in the 
Acts of the Apostles. While they were pray ing “they heard 

what sounded like a powerf ul w ind from heaven …… and 
they were all f i l led w ith the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:2-4)

Many who have been part of CCR over the years have 
ex perienced this g race as well. It af fects dif ferent people 
in dif ferent ways. It is a healing g race, a unif y ing g race and 
a g race that g ives us the courage to go out to the world 
proclaiming the good news.

CCR Toowoomba w ill once again be calling on a renewed 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (9 June) as we 
gather at A ll Seasons Function Centre, Corner Tor and 
North Streets, for a time of praise and worship (10.30am – 
12 noon). Come along and be open to what the Holy Spirit 
wants to do in your l ife

Contacts
To know more about CCR Michael P yke
0458 300 880 michael .pyke56@big pond .com 

Wings of Freedom Prayer Group (Sacred Heart Parish , 
Toowoomba) Lisa Minz (07) 4615 5218

Sacred Heart Prayer Group (Warwick)
Trish Seaby (07) 4661 3133

Emmaus Prayer Group Kay Hohn 0400 436 498

CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC 
RENEWAL   MICHAEL PYKE
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DIAMOND JUBILEE OF  
SR MIRIAM LORENZ SSPC
SR EILEEN MARCH SSPC

“The years have just gone so fast” Sr Miriam Lorenz said 
of her 60 years of profession as a Missionary Sister of St. 
Peter Claver, “and I have always been happy. It is a very 
rewarding life.”

Sr Miriam’s Diamond Jubilee was celebrated on 24 
Februar y w ith a Mass in St Patrick ’s Cathedral, Toowoomba. 
Bishop Robert McGuck in presided the Mass, concelebrating 
were Bishop Emeritus Bill Morris, Frs Michael O’Brien, Hal 
Ranger, Peter Schultz and Mick Carroll.

“My vocation was supported and nourished by my 
parents and a good family life.” Sr Miriam said. One of the 
seven children of John and Ellen Lorenz, she was born in 
Gay ndah, Queensland, and grew up on a farm at Branch 
Creek, attending the local small State School.

Her parents and grandparents subscribed to the mission 
publication produced by the Missionar y Sisters of St Peter 
Claver, Echo from A frica and other Continents magazine 
(affectionately k now n as Echo) and reading these stories of 
missionar y life motivated her to enter the congregation in 
1956, the f irst Australian vocation. 

Sr Miriam made her First Profession in Kew, Melbourne, 
in 1959 where she also made her Final Profession. She ser ved 
the congregation in Melbourne, New Zealand, America 

and Canada before founding their house in Toowoomba in 
1986. Follow ing the permissions granted after the Second 
Vatican Council, Sr Miriam was one of the f irst to take Holy 
Communion to the sick of the parish in their ow n homes, in 
f ive nursing homes and the Toowoomba Base Hospital. She 
went to Rome in 1995 when elected as First Counselor and 
ser ved as the Missions Secretar y for that si x year term.

Sr M ir iam ha s been ed itor of the Echo ma gazine for 
over 50 years, a t a sk she sti l l  f u l f i ls .  Or ig ina l ly the ed ition 
f rom A mer ica wa s used and adapted , but Sr M ir iam soon 
est abl ished an independent ed ition for Austra l ia and 
New Zea land .

Editing brought out Sr Miriam’s literar y talents and 
poems w ritten for “page 3” of Echo magazine were so 
appreciated subscribers w ished to have them in book form. 
She is now beginning her third volume of “Touching the 
Spirit Within”.

During the Mass, samples of Sr Miriam’s editing and 
w riting talents were carried in the offertor y procession, 
as sy mbols of her work and the missionar y charism 
passed on by the Sisters’ Foundress, Blessed Mar y Theresa 
Ledochowska. A fter Mass, the community were inv ited to 
join family and friends for morning tea, prov ided in the 
Cathedral Parish Centre thanks to the generosity of the 
Sisters’ Mission Committee, Youth Group members and 
friends. Some 200 people came to congratulate Sr Miriam 
and thank her for her work in the community.

Sr Miriam thanked ever yone present, especially Bishop 
Robert, Bishop Bill and the priests who concelebrated 
the Mass. Family members from Melbourne, Bundaberg, 
Brisbane, Nanango and Nambour were present, mak ing the 
celebration that little more special.

Sr Miriam also remarked that parents and grandparents 
should not to be afraid of speak ing to their children about 
consecrated life when addressing their future vocations. 

“Our young people are ready for life’s challenges and God is 
still issuing His Call to the consecrated life,” she said.

Top: As part of the Mass, Sr Miriam 
renewed her vows.
Bottom: Sr Miriam Lorenz’s First 
Profession, L to R Ellen Lorenz (mother), 
Sr Miriam, Fr John Shorten, Archbishop 
Justin Simonds, Sr Marcella (sister) and 
John Lorenz (father)
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PACKED ITINERARY FOR 
VISITING NUNCIO
INGRID MCTAGGART

The Toowoomba Diocese recently welcomed His 
Excellency Most Reverend Adolfo Tito Yllana, Apostolic 
Nuncio to Australia. Bishop Robert McGuckin was keen 
to share with Archbishop Yllana as much of life in the 
Toowoomba Diocese as possible with a full agenda of 
events and parish visits packed into the week long visit.

Archbishop Yllana has been the Apostolic Nuncio to 
Australia since February 2015. Originally from Naga City 
in the Philippines, His Excellency has served in diplomatic 
positions across the world, including Ghana, Sri Lanka, 
Turkey, Lebanon, Hungary and Taiwan, and serving as 
Nuncio in Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, Pak istan 
and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Since becoming 
Nuncio to Australia, Archbishop Yllana has been mak ing his 
way across the country to visit as many dioceses as possible.

As part of the visit to the Toowoomba diocese, Archbishop 
Yllana attended the Diocesan Inservice, presented by Rev Dr 
Ormond Rush at the James Byrne Centre. The event was an 
excellent opportunity to meet and speak w ith many of the 
diocese’s clerg y and parish leaders.

Bishop Robert and Archbishop Yllana also travelled to 
some outlying parishes to further showcase the diocese 
and friendly people. Warw ick, Stanthorpe, Clifton, Allora 
Chinchilla, Miles, Bell and Dalby were on the travel 

itinerary. While in Warw ick a tour of Assumption College 
as well as Assumption Place at the church was on offer. At 
the College His Excellency met w ith the leadership team, 
some staff and students. School Leader, Amy Harrison, was 
honoured to meet the Pope’s representative saying, “Having 
the opportunity to meet His Excellency was not something 
that I expected in a normal school day! I found him to be 
friendly and easy to talk to.”

Both Bishop Robert and Archbishop Yllana received 
country hospitality while visiting Chinchilla. “Morning 
Tea was a great opportunity to exchange impressions 
over the church in this part of Australia, a church that His 
Excellency describes ‘as pulsating and grow ing, not running 
but walk ing steady’.” Said Parish Priest, Fr Gonzalo Garcia 
Duran. “I must admit that he was able to recognise the trials 
and hopes in peoples’ hearts in our rural communities.”

Du ring his v isit , H is E xcel lency a lso blessed and 
opened the new Toowoomba Catholic Schools Of f ice 
bu i ld ing w ith Bishop Rober t . A rchbishop Y l lana a lso 
v isited Sacred Hear t Parish, Toowoomba and St Patrick ’s 
Cathed ra l. The A rchbishop celebrated Mass at St Joseph ’s 
Da lby, Sacred Hear t Toowoomba and the Cathed ra l, 
Bishop Rober t concelebrating.

At the Cathed ra l Ma ss, Bishop Rober t and A rchbishop 
Y l lana were joined by Frs Ha l R anger and M ichael 
O’ Br ien, Deacon Tom Du ncan a s wel l a s the d iocese’s 
th ree sem inar ians.

At Dalby, His Excellency also met two local people who 
had also grown up in Naga City and knew the Bicolano 
dialect spoken by him in his youth. Follow ing Mass, Bishop 
Robert and Archbishop Yllana joined the community in 
sharing traditional dishes such as Spring Rolls, Empanada, 
Adobo, Noodles and Biko prepared by our local Filipino 
community. Archbishop Yllana joked that where there are 
Filipino communities, there w ill be lots of food!

L to R: Frs Hal Ranger and Michael 
O’Brien, Seminarian BJ Perrett, 
Deacon Tom Duncan, Archbishop 
Adolfo Tito Yllana, Bishop Robert 
McGuckin, Seminarians Nathan Webb 
and Dominic Jayasuriya.

Archbishop Adolfo Tito Yllana enjoying a meal with Dalby Parishioners.
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A n Apostolic Nuncio is another name for an A mbassador 
or Hig h Commission and is sent to countries that have 
diplomatic relationships w ith the Holy See.

I n  A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  o p e n e d 
d iplomat ic relat ion s w it h t he Holy See i n 19 73 .  P r ior t o 
t h is t he Holy See sent a n A post ol ic Dele gat e t o Au st ra l ia , 
a s is  st i l l  does t o t hose cou nt r ies w here t here a re no 
for ma l D iplomat ic Relat ion s .

The A pos t ol ic Dele gat e i s  t he Hol y S e e’s  repre sent at i ve 
t o t he lo c a l  chu rch of  a  na t ion or re g ion .  Th i s f u nc t ion 
i s  joi ne d t o t he Nu ncio’s  d iploma t ic m i s sion t o t he 
s e cu la r gover n ment .

The Nuncio reports directly the Holy See’s Secretar y 
of State through its section that has responsibilit y for 
external relations. In his role, a Nuncio deals w ith the 
Federal Government on areas of mutual concern or on 
issue where there may be some disagreement just as any 
A mbassador does.

Before appointment to the position of Nuncio, they have 
usually ser ved in several diplomatic missions. A ll Nuncios 
are A rchbishop of a Titular See, a bishop in name only 
of a diocese that for whatever reason no longer actually 
ex ists. Normally, a Nuncio is trained at the Pontif ical 
Ecclesiastical Academy and holds a degree in Canon Law.

His Excellency Most Reverend 
Adolfo Tito Yllana, Apostolic 
Nuncio to Australia delivering 
his Homily during Mass at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral.

IN BRIEF: WHAT IS AN 
APOSTOLIC NUNCIO?
FR PETER SCHULTZ

“A vocation is a fruit that ripens in a well cultivated fi eld of mutual love that becomes mutual service, in the context 
of an authentic ecclesial life. No vocation is born of itself or lives for itself. A vocation fl ows from the heart of God 
and blossoms in the good soil of faithful people, in the experience of fraternal love. Did not Jesus say: “By this all 
men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 13:35)?”

Pope Francis, Message for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations 2014

CONTACT  VOCATIONS@TWB.CATHOLIC.ORG.AU

FR GONZALO DURAN
Phone 07 4662 7031 
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, 8 Villiers St, Chinchilla QLD 4413

or FR JAMIE COLLINS
Phone 07 4622 1075
All Saints Parish, PO Box 119, Roma Qld 4455

NO ONE 
IS BORN 
A PRIEST...



NEW OFFICE SPACE 
CONTINUES STORY 
OF EDUCATION

L to R: David Hutton (TCS Council), Bishop Robert 
McGuckin, Mayor Paul Antonio, Mr David Janetzki 
(Member for Toowoomba South), Mr John McVeigh 
MP (Federal Member for Groom), His Excellency 
Most Reverend Adolfo Tito Yllana, and Dr Pat 
Coughlan (Executive Director: Catholic Schools).

His Excellency Most Reverend Adolfo Tito Yllana addresses gathered staff and guests for 
the opening of the new TCSO Office.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OFFICE

On 29 March the Diocese of Toowoomba Catholic 
Schools Office (TCSO) celebrated a significant 
milestone w ith the Official Blessing and Opening of 
the newly completed Catholic Schools Office.

His Excellency Most Reverend Adolfo Tito Yllana, 
Apostolic Nuncio to Australia and Bishop Robert 
McGuck in conducted the ceremony w ith staff members 
also participating in the ser v ice. A fternoon tea and tours 
of the new facilities took place after the ceremony.

Other off icial g uests for the event included Dr Patrick 
Coughlan, Executive Director: Catholic Schools, Federal 
and State Members of Parliament, Toowoomba Regional 
Council representatives, parish representatives, members 
of the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Council and Executive 
Leadership Team (past and present) and principals from 
Catholic schools throughout the diocese.

The event was also attended by TCSO staff, 

representatives of consultants, businesses and suppliers 
involved in the construction and renovation of the new 
off ice building and conference centre.

The new off ice building brings together 105 staff that 
were prev iously located in three different off ice locations. 
One central administration building for all staff has been 
a goal for over 20 years that has involved past and present 
leaders of the organisation.  

The new site was originally the Toowoomba South State 
School. In 2015 the Diocese of Toowoomba purchased the 
site w ith a v iew to renovating and extending the ex isting 
buildings to accommodate the combined staff. The site 
has a rich histor y dating back to 1857 when it was one of 
the f irst government gazetted allotments of civ ic land in 
Toowoomba. Toowoomba’s f irst school was development on 
the site was in 1865. The school grew rapidly and eventually 
was extended into separate boys’ and girls’ schools before 
the current building was re-built and named Toowoomba 
South Girls’ School in 1939. The building was entered into 
the State heritage Register in 2013 when the school closed.

The design incorporates the heritage listed building 
w ith a new contemporar y building; integrating tradition 
and educational histor y w ith a contemporar y educational 
focus. Catholic schools have been educating young people 
in the region for over 150 years. With over 1,700 staff and 
9,000 students, Toowoomba Catholic Schools is constantly 
seek ing to improve education opportunities for all students.

“Operating from one site w ill make a remarkable 
difference to our work in leading, ser v ing and supporting 31 
schools across our diocese,” said Dr Pat Coughlan, Executive 
Director: Catholic Schools, Diocese of Toowoomba.



Bruce Morcombe addresses TCSO 
staff gathered for the annual 
Student Protection Symposium.

CHILD SAFE CULTURE THE 
FOCUS FOR SYMPOSIUM
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Toowoomba Catholic Schools held the annual Student 
Protection Sy mposium at Hig hf ields Cultural 
Centre on 21 March. The event prov ided information 
and training to over 140 principals and school student 
protection contacts who hold additional child protection 
responsibilities in their schools.

The theme of the sy mposium was ‘ leading a child 
safe culture’, recognising the importance of student 
protection at all levels of the organisation and our inherent 
responsibilit y to create and maintain safe env ironments 
for children.

Key note speakers at the Sy mposium included Bruce 
and Denise Morcombe, Judi Fallon from the A lannah and 
Madeleine Foundation and Professor Stephen Smallbone 
from Griff ith Universit y. Bruce and Denise Morcombe 
opened the day w ith an update of the important work of 
the Daniel Morcombe Foundation. Judi Fallon from the 
A lannah and Madeleine Foundation delivered a key note 
address on sexting and cyberbully ing in schools. Professor 
Stephen Smallbone also delivered a key note address titled 
Abuse in Schools: Prevention is better for ever yone.

In addition to key note speakers, a range of practical 
workshops were also conducted over the day that included
• Child protection investigations and schools – a police 

perspective.
• Common mental health disorders in children and 

adolescents.
• Forever altered – teaching children affected by trauma.
• Intake, assessment and schools: A Child Safet y 

Perspective.
• Self-care, v icarious trauma and managing critical 

incidents.
• Investigation for resolution – effective and supportive 

investigation processes.
• The role of a School Student Protection Contact (SSPC).

“Toowoomba Catholic Schools continues to strive for 
innovation and best practice in this important area. The 
sy mposium is one example of our ongoing commitment to 
the safet y and wellbeing of our students and supporting 
our staff members to continue to develop their k nowledge 
and sk ills,” said Dr Pat Coughlan.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OFFICE

Dr Pat Coughlan speaks to staff 
gathered for the Early Career 
Teacher Network Days about “Our 
Culture, Our Purpose, Our Pillars”.

The Early Career Teacher Network Days offer new teaching graduates ongoing formation 
and networking opportunities.

STAFF WELLBEING AND 
FORMATION ON THE 
AGENDA FOR TCSO

Toowoomba Catholic Schools held their f irst 
Spiritualit y and Wellbeing Retreat at the James By rne 
Centre from 18 to 20 March. The theme of the retreat was 

“Fullness of Life”. Greg Sunter, Director at WholeHear ted 
Enter prises facilitated the retreat. Greg has been leading 
retreats and personal development prog rams for more 
than 30 years. 

The retreat ex perience was an oppor tunit y to step away 
from the busy ness of l i fe to celebrate the f ullness of l i fe 
that is both a g if t freely g iven and a challenge to enter f ully 
into our ow n lives. 

The program offered time out to ref lect on the journey 
of our life and work and the things that matter most to us. 
Using poetry, images and journaling, together w ith times of 
silence and dialogue to guide ref lections, the retreat created 
space to (re)connect w ith the inner w isdom that guides and 
sustains us and gives meaning to our lives and work.

The nex t retreat w il l be held in June at Cherrabah 
Resor t , War w ick and third retreat for staf f w il l be held in 
Aug ust in the western reg ion of the diocese.

What does it mean to teach in a Catholic school? This 
was one of the formation topics up for discussion during 
the Early Career Teacher Net work Days recently held in 
both Toowoomba and Roma. 

For t y-f ive recently g raduated teachers from across the 
diocese took par t in these days which gave oppor tunit y 
for discussion and learning about their ow n spiritual 
journey. Those who par ticipated in the Toowoomba days 
also completed par t of an Institute of Faith Foundations 

Course: Spiritualit y: Church, Liturg y and Sacraments. 
Dr Pat Coug hlan, Executive Director gave an address 

titled, “Our Culture, Our Pur pose, Our Pil lars” which 
prov ided a back g round of what it means to work for the 
Diocese of Toowoomba Catholic Schools.

These days prov ide ongoing formation and net work ing 
oppor tunities to suppor t those in the early stages of their 
teaching career.

Toowoomba Catholic Schools Of f ice held a Ref lection 
Day on Easter Thursday.  It was the f irst time since mov ing 
to the new of f ice that staf f have had the oppor tunit y to 
net work together in such a large g roup w ith many people 
meeting colleag ues for the f irst time. The event also 
incor porated an Easter l iturg y.
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Four A PR Es, Janice Moore, Julieanne Rasmussen, Cate 
Brennan and K irst y Lines along w ith t wo Education 
Off icers, Tony Worner and Kathy Dohert y recently 
attended the Los A ngeles Religious Education 
Congress. Approx imately 40,000 delegates from around 
the world attended the congress over the four days.

The theme of this year’s congress, “Thirsting for justice” 
challenged participants to ref lect on the meaning of 
justice in their ow n lives, their work places, w ithin their 
local communities and the world.

A choice of nearly 240 workshops, w ith world-renow ned 
presenters, helped unpack the theme in many and varied 
contex ts. The presentation and experience of a variet y of 
l iturgies also set the scene for the theme of justice. Musical 
concerts and workshops by well-k now n composers Dav id 
Hass, Sarah Hart, Curtis Stephan, Steve A ngrisano and 
our ow n Fr Rob Galea, A ndrew Chinn, John Burland and 
Michael Mangan along w ith many others also helped to 
bring the theme alive and challenged participants in their 
use and choice of music in prayer and liturg y.

Los A ngeles has over 140 nationalities where Mass 
is celebrated in over 40 lang uages each weekend. This 
diverse culture was ev ident and celebrated during the 
congress. Whilst the atmosphere, the liturgies and the 
music were captivating and motivating, it was the words 
of Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI in his presentation entitled “God, 
the Poor, and the Church – K now ing our Tradition” that 
continue to challenge. He spoke of the four non-negotiable 

pil lars w ithin Christian discipleship: Private prayer and 
private moralit y; Charit y and social justice; A commitment 
to Ecclesial communit y; and Graciousness of Heart – 
reminding us that all elements are important and need to 
be present in a whole and healthy Christian spiritualit y. 
We don’t have a choice, we must reach out to others, it is an 
essential part of being Christian. 

Fr Ron continued to emphasize our responsibilities 
to reach out to the poor and to practice justice as a non-
negotiable mandate given to ever y Christian, just as non-
negotiable as the mandate to keep the commandments. 
He used scriptural ev idence to remind us that in the Old 
Testament, God favours the poor. In the New Testament, 
Jesus goes further, explaining that God is the poor. The 
ongoing challenge is that, in all situations where there is 
injustice, unfairness, oppression, grinding povert y, either 
because of the direct action of some or through structures 
that cause the unfairness, God is not neutral. God wants 
action against ever y thing and ever yone who deals injustice.

A nother experience that made a lasting impression on 
the travellers was a v isit to the former mega-church Cr ystal 
Cathedral. The precinct now ow ned by the Catholic Diocese 
of Orange and has been renamed Christ Cathedral. With 
the soon-to-be-completed refurbishment and dedication 
scheduled for July this year, it w ill truly be a wonderful and 
sacred place for liturg y, prayer and worship.

A ll of the attendees found it was an energising and 
humbling experience to be part of the congress.

RE CONGRESS 
A LESSON IN 
JUSTICE FOR 
TOOWOOMBA 
DIOCESE 
DELEGATES

To ensure you continue to receive Queensland’s most authorative 
Catholic newspaper subscribe today.

A digital or hard-copy edition from only $1 a week.

Make sure you continue to receive 
the good news

www.catholicleader.com.au

Call (07) 3324 3555 or go online to 
www.catholicleader.com.au/subscribe

Delegates from across the Toowoomba Diocese enjoying the 
LA RE Congress
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Handy Hendo

Call me for an obligation-free quote!

REPAIRS • PAINTING 
YARDWORK • DINGOWORK & MORE!

LUKE HENDERSON
Phone: 0428 330 542

Email: tennisunitedluke@yahoo.com
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Beautifully Simple

5 Mylne Street 
opp. Grand Central

1800 221 022

Saying goodbye is never easy. At McGrath  
Funerals we can help you make this journey…

Toowoomba Catholic Schools is proud to have been 
recognised by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment 
and Reporting Authority (ACAR A) for demonstrating 
substantially above average growth in its NAPLAN 
results across five of its schools. St Saviour’s College, 
Toowoomba, St Stephen’s School, Pittsworth, Sacred 
Heart Primary School, Toowoomba, St Joseph’s School, 
Chinchilla and Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School,  
St Saviour’s Primary School, Toowoomba all achieved 
significant growth.

St Saviour’s College had the highest improvement out of all 
Toowoomba Secondary Schools for the Year 7 to 9 progress in 
all domains except writing where they were the second most 
improved secondary school.

“This is great news and a result of all the hard work of 
teachers and students focusing on individual needs and 
personal improvement,” said St Saviour’s College Principal, 
Ms Sharon Collins. “We have had a big focus on numeracy 
and literacy development across the whole school which is 
obviously working as we were also recognised for above 
average grow th last year.  We have an enhanced culture in 
academic excellence which is preparing our junior school for 
when they move up to the senior school.”

St Stephen’s School, Pittsworth has been recognised for 
gains in the Year 3 to Year 5 progress in numeracy. Sacred 
Heart Primary School, Toowoomba gains were seen in the 
Year 3 to Year 5 progress in reading. Another Toowoomba 
Catholic School to achieve grow th in the Year 3 to Year 5 
progress in reading was St Joseph’s School, Chinchilla. Our 
Lady of Lourdes Primary School, Toowoomba and St Saviour’s 
Primary School, Toowoomba were both recognized for gains 
in the Year 3 to Year 5 progress in reading and numeracy.

“Toowoomba Catholic Schools are performing 
particularly well around reading improvement as a result 
of the Reading Improvement Strateg y. This Diocesan 
approach has resulted in signif icant improvements far 
earlier than expected,” said Dr Pat Coughlan, Executive 
Director: Catholic Schools. “The strateg y of staff work ing 
together to develop a joint understanding of what students 
need in order to improve their learning outcomes has been 
paramount in success in this domain. Our Teaching and 
Learning Mission is to promote excellence and innovation 
in all our schools. I am extremely proud of the exceptional 
work happening in our schools, led and supported by highly 
qualif ied staff who act in partnership w ith parents to bring 
out the best in every student.”

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS EXCEL IN NAPLAN RESULTS
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Students and staf f of St Joseph ’s School, Stanthorpe 
celebrated St Joseph ’s Day on 19 March. St Joseph, 
as Patron Saint of our school, was honoured w ith a 
liturg y, followed by a sausa ge sizzle and various f un 
f illed activ ities which were coordinated by the year 
12 students.

Our school is for tunate to be named af ter St Joseph, 
a good man and humble man who obeyed God, showed 
g reat love and devotion and who cared for those around 
him. These are al l qualities our school prides itself on. 

Daily we place trust in the staf f of St Joseph ’s School to be 
l ike St Joseph and do their ver y best to care for students 
and each other. 

In coming months, planning w il l beg in to star t the 
process of establishing a sig nif icant representation 
of St Joseph around the school to recog nise him and 
the connection to our school. To this end, the school 
is currently in d iscussions w ith renow ned Canad ian 
scu lptor, Timothy P Schmalz, to commission a piece of 
work for the school.

PATRON DAY 
CELEBRATED
ANGELINA SIMS

On 15 March, St Joseph’s School Stanthorpe joined schools 
across Australia to participate in the ninth National 
Day of Action against Bullying and Violence. Again the 
message was “Bullying. No Way! Take action every day”.

L ead i ng up to the day, st udents pract iced st rateg ies 
to dea l w ith bu l l ies ,  w ith d iscussions centered a rou nd 
the power that byst a nders have to def lect bu l l ies away 

f rom thei r t a rget . St udents a lso took pa r t i n role-play i ng 
act iv it ies to i ncrea se thei r con f idence i n ha nd l i ng bu l l ies.

On the day st udent s a nd st a f f  showed thei r suppor t by 
wea r i ng ora nge. St udent Cou nci l  represent at ives hosted 
a ba rbeque lu nch on the seconda r y ca mpu s a nd pr i ma r y 
st udent s were t reated to ora nge jel ly,  a l l  i n suppor t of 
th is i mpor t a nt event .

SPREADING 
THE MESSAGE: 
BULLYING. NO WAY!
ANGELINA SIMS

Stanthorpe students celebrating  
St Joseph’s Day over lunch

The message is clear at St Joseph’s School Stanthorpe for 
National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence.
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Over 120 enthusiastic St Joseph ’s College, Toowoomba 
year 9 students embraced the heat to experience a 
rare one-on-one A FL opportunit y w ith Brisbane Lions 
representatives in mid Februar y.

Lions players Mitchell Hinge and Dan McStay generously 
gave up their usual training and preparation time to take 
students out on the oval and pass dow n valuable A FL 
k nowledge and game sk ills. They were joined by A FL 
Queensland ’s Brad Howard who coordinated the clinic 
w ith his team, Mia Rennick , A ri Reilly and Tyler Gilmore.

Students were beaming w ith enthusiasm as they 
participated w ithin group rotations and learnt how to 
properly k ick the ball, handball successful passes and 

accurately calculate their aim. The Lions players shared 
key thoughts w ith the students including the value of hard 
work , good attitude and continual self-improvement to 
reach your personal best. 

Mitchell said, ‘I enjoyed the day and being involved w ith 
the communit y. The students were all w illing to give things 
a go and we all had a lot of fun today.’

St udents were rem inded that achiev ing you r goa ls 
ta kes sacrif ice and hard work but that this ef for t is 
rewarded in the end. Year 9 par ticipant A sh leig h Caporn 
was beam ing af ter the session and stated, ‘I learnt how 
to k ick the ba l l properly today and enjoyed learning f rom 
ex perienced players.’

BRISBANE LIONS 
ROAR THROUGH ST 
JOSEPHS COLLEGE
REBECCA LYNCH

Top: L to R: Emily Geldard, Mitchell Hinge and 
Maddison Duggan

Bottom: St Joseph’s College, Toowoomba Year 
9 Students with Brisbane Lions players Mitchell 
Hinge and Dan McStay.
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moreton & coote pharmacy
 

Come in and check out a catalogue

  
 

 Sam (Pharmacist)

Medico pack.
Come and ask for details

Ph: 4632 1370 
66 Margaret Street, East Toowoomba.

moretoncootepharmacy.com

• Home Medication Review • Webster Pack for Weekly Medication
• Wide range of vitamins • Gift Lines • Cosmetics • Ear Piercing
• Compounding • NDSS National Diabetes Services Scheme • 
FREE Blood pressure monitoring • Phone & mobile recharge

• FREE home delivery • Competitive pricing

As part of our ongoing strategic plan, at St Sav iour’s 
College, Toowoomba we have been work ing hard to 
strengthen the connections bet ween the alumni and 
the college. On 1 March a gathering of the college’s past 
students was held, so that we might draw together women 
from all generations to reconnect w ith the college. The 
intent of the evening was to prov ide a social platform to 
share stories, memories and to highlight the many changes 
that have taken place in the college over the last two years.

Principal, Ms Sharon Collins, spoke to the gathering 
about some of the academic successes at the college, ‘… I 
received an email from A ndrew Laming MP, Chair of the 
House of Representatives Education, Employ ment and 
Training Committee congratulating the college. Essentially, 
St Sav iour’s College is in the top 4% of Queensland schools 
in terms of gains made between Year 9 NA PLA N in 2105 
and f inal Year 12 OP results in 2018!’

To assist w ith the evening, ten of our Year 11 and 12 
students ser ved our guests and entertained small groups 
w ith guided tours and sharing their stories of life at the 
college in 2019. The students also managed the data 
gathering, collecting relevant information from those 
in attendance to update college records. Through this 
process, A lumni were asked to consider coming for ward to 
be student mentors or offering their ser v ices as presenters 
and speakers for college gatherings in the future. 

Once the formalities of the evening were over the crowd 
was ushered to Mercy Court, under the stars of a beautiful 
autumn evening. Fair y lights, a bar, music and plent y of 
tables were available for the gathering of year groups. 
Laughter and sharing of stories f il led the air, whilst old 
friends reconnected well beyond the off icial time. The 
evening was certainly all we had hoped for and is already 
penciled in our calendar for 2020.

PAST PUPIL GATHERING 
A SUCCESS
LINDA CREEDON

Left: Members of the 1982 graduating class.

Right: Enjoying the autumn evening.
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Dow nlands College, Toowoomba welcomed a record number 
of grandparents at its 24th Annual Grandparents Day. Over 
500 grandparents accompanied their grandchildren to 
class and then enjoyed lunch and musical performances in 
the Graham Centre.

Grandparents Day is a greatly anticipated event for 
Dow nlands families, w ith many grandparents travelling 
vast distances from interstate and overseas. This year, the 
college welcomed ten past students whose grandchildren 
now attend the college. Prizes were given to the oldest and 

youngest grandparent, as well as to the grandparent/s who 
had attended for the highest number of consecutive years, 
the grandparent/s who had travelled the furthest and the 
grandparent/s w ith the most grandchildren at the college. 

One of four grandparents w ith f ive grandchildren at the 
college, Mrs Denise Kennedy enjoyed her f irst Grandparents 
Day w ith the Lee children, Anastasia (Year 12), Benedict 
(Year 10), Sebastian (Year 8), Xav ier (Year 6) and Eugenie 
(Year 4).

The w idow of past student Mr Benedict Kennedy (1954 
College Captain, Box ing Champion and Captain of the First 
X V), Denise’s brother also boarded at Dow nlands. She has 
walked up the tree-lined driveway to v isit the college many 
times over the years and there is a strong connection w ith 
close family, friends and cousins attending Dow nlands.

On Grandparents Day, Denise brought w ith her a 
treasured photo of a young Benedict Kennedy as Captain 
Prefect in 1954. In addition to the photo, she was able to share 
w ith her grandchildren the actual Prefect blazer Benedict 
had worn. Both Anastasia, currently completing her Senior 
year at Dow nlands (65 years after her grandfather), and her 
brother Benedict, named after his grandfather, enjoyed the 
honor of wearing their grandfather’s blazer. 

A lthough it has been a long time since she sat in the 
classroom, Denise enjoyed the opportunity to see what her 
grandchildren are learning. “Technolog y may have changed 
but it was such a pleasure to v isit and feel that Dow nlands 
spirit – it’s still thriv ing here,” she said. 

TOUCHING FAMILY 
CONNECTION SHARED ON 
GRANDPARENTS DAY
CATHERINE MIMS

Proudly attired in her 
grandfather’s 1954 Head 
Prefect Blazer, Anastasia 
Lee is pictured with siblings 
(L to R) Xavier, Eugenie, 
Sebastian, Benedict, 
with their grandmother 
Mrs Denise Kennedy.

Benedict Kennedy, circa 1954
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YEARS 4-12  •  COEDUCATIONAL  •  INDEPENDENT  •  CATHOLIC  •  DAY & BOARDING

The beginning of a school year is a busy time where 
teachers set up classrooms, prepare engaging lessons 
for their students and participate in professional 
development. For the staff of St Monica’s School, Oakey 
these pupil free days included a presentation from Sr 
Veronica McCluskie, a Sister of the Good Samaritan 
based in Brisbane.

St Monica’s School was started by the Sisters of the Good 
Samaritans in 1921 and the sisters continued to teach in 
the school up until the mid 1980s. Sr Veronica’s visit was 
an opportunity for the current staff to learn more about 
the charism of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan and to 
brainstorm ideas how they could integrate this into the 
religious life of the school.

One of the ways St Monica’s School is highlighting the 

Good Samaritan charism is through the introduction of a new 
student award to be presented at the end of each school Term. 
The Good Samaritan Award is awarded to one student from 
each class who shows the following:

- Leads more by example than by words.
- Shows care, concern and compassion for others.
- Demonstrates an awareness of God.
- Actively participates in classroom and whole school prayer.
- Shows hospitality to others.
- Is involved in the school community.
- Shows respect and does the right thing.
Term 1 Good Samaritan Award recipients:
Ella Cosh (Prep), Tyjaiah Smith (Year 1), Arabella 

McCormack (Year 2), Girard Rabaca (Year 3), Emma 
Prendergast (Year 4/5) and Lilah Matthewson (Year 5/6).

NEW AWARD 
RECOGNISES GOOD 
SAMARITANS AT OAKEY
LISA CAVANAGH

Proud recipients of the first Good Samaritan Award at St Monica’s School, Oakey
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TOP: St Stephen’s School, 
Pittsworth year 6 leaders 

with Mrs Janine Butlin 
(Principal), Fr Thomas 

Areekuzhy (Parish Priest) 
and Mrs Dannielle Conway 

(Year 5/6 teacher)

RIGHT: Returning to school 
from Easter holidays, 

St Patrick’s School, 
St George students 

performed a play telling the 
story of the Passion for staff, 

students and  parents.

St Mary's College
Toowoomba

Years 5-12
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St Mary’s College student Jordan Biggar during the Papua New Guinea Immersion 
trip, bonding with a young local student.

St Mar y’s College, Toowoomba , teaches many values 
that we w ish to embed in our students throug h their 
time at the College, but one of the most v ital aspects 
of a St Mar y’s College education is to prov ide ways for 
each young man to become a better person. 

St Mar y’s has been proud to w itness its students 
participate whole-heartedly in many and various Social 
Justice initiatives. Students support Rosies for the street 
people of Brisbane, Ipsw ich and Toowoomba; inter v iew 
and create a l ife-stor y publication for senior citizens w ith 
Yellow Bridge as part of the ‘Wise Humans of the Dow ns’ 
program, create a digital ‘ This is Your Life’ gif t for elderly 
residents of Lourdes Nursing Home, facilitate Edmund 
R ice and St Vincent De Paul camps for disadvantaged 
young people during their holidays, send messages of hope 
and f inancial support to our drought and f lood stricken 
sisters and brothers, v isit the elderly in nursing homes like 
Brodribb Home, and collect items to f i l l backpacks to send 
to impoverished students in Malaw i schools through the 
Mar y’s Meals Backpack Project. Then there is the active 
fundraising for groups such as Caritas Australia, Pink 

‘Cancer’ Day, Shave for a Cure, Men’s Health, St Vincent de 
Paul and other worthy charitable groups, not to mention 
advocating for those in need and supporting such events 
as domestic v iolence forums, Student United Nations 
Conferences, ER EA for Change Gatherings, ‘Orange Sk y’ 

Laundr y, speak ing out against children being kept in 
detention and raising awareness for refugees and migrants 
in Toowoomba, to name a few.

Principal, Mr Michael New man, says that for the boys 
to have these experiences, they are not only bettering 
themselves, but furthering their education. “A better 
person is someone who is aware of the povert y, injustice 
and inequalit y in the world. A better person responds in 
practical ways to make a small dif ference to the lives of 
these people. A better person is an educated advocate for 
those on the margins of our societ y.”

The St Mar y’s College hands-on Social Justice program 
reaches its crescendo in the senior years where the boys 
have the opportunit y to fully engage in an immersion 
experience. During the Easter holiday break , 15 students, 
3 old boys and 2 staff members ventured to PNG to be 
g uest to the local people of Fangalava v il lage, Papua New 
Guinea. Through doing so, it is hoped that the boys w ill 
more deeply come to understand, embrace and open their 
hearts to people of dif ferent circumstances and cultures. 
The boys fundraised prior to the trip, to build new toilets 
for a local school. 

In the Edmund R ice tradition, the St Mar y’s College 
family continues to demonstrate outstanding commitment 
to social justice, charit y and advocacy initiatives, which is 
the essence of the St Mar y’s College Spirit .

SOCIAL 
JUSTICE A BIG 
FOCUS FOR 
ST MARY’S 
STUDENTS
BRONTE LATHAM
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The work of chaplaincy has broug ht together the 
students of St Mar y’s College, St Sav iour’s College, 
the Youth and Communit y Learning Centre and Mar y 
MacK illop Catholic College.  Term 1 saw students engage 
in advocacy at the United Nations and work alongside other 
Catholic Schools at Queensland Universit y of Technolog y 
Collaborative Learning Centre. Students also participated 
in a Youth Camp w ith St Vincent de Paul Societ y and 
partner w ith Orange Sk y Laundr y and Act for Peace. They 
have also sent messages of hope to f lood ravaged North 
Queensland and stand in solidarit y w ith all those affected 
by g lobal atrocities. 

For me, as chaplain, it centres on developing positive, 
right relationships in our communit y. Shaping ex periences 
that enable a young person to feel connected to their 
communit y more readily helps them identif y the needs 
of that communit y. Draw ing on the example of Jesus, one 
of the goals of chaplaincy is to have our young people 
actively doing rather than being pacif ied wanders of our 
world, hapless in their direction. In this way, chaplaincy 
becomes more than a feeling of altruism but equips our 
young people w ith intellectual sk il ls to nav igate a world 
faced w ith adversit y. 

At the United Nation’s State Conference students 
w restled w ith the complex notion of g lobal securit y. They 
stood in solidarit y w ith countries in the developing world 
and gained k nowledge about the critical role they have to 
play in standing up for the rights of those dispossessed by 
the decision mak ing of a minorit y. Some of the participants 
ref lected: “ The conference really made me consider my 
place in the world and what I can do in Toowoomba to 
make a dif ference.”

“I enjoyed net work ing w ith students from other Catholic 
Schools, it was fascinating to see how ever yone had a 
dif ferent solution to complex g lobal problems.”

“I was surprised at how little I k new about climate 
change and securit y, now I have an appetite to learn more.”

In June of this year, Cross Campus chaplaincy w il l host 
the U N Youth A mbassador during his v isit to Toowoomba. 
Over 3 days, A mbassador Kareem El-A nsar y w il l conduct 
advocacy work shops, l istening tours and even a tow n-
hall st yle forum for the Toowoomba Communit y – this 
is a tremendous opportunit y to g ive young people in our 
communit y a voice on a g lobal stage.

“I believe it has an important role to play in ensuring 
young people are heard and are g iven a platform to be able 
to speak up about the issues they care most about.” Said 
Kareem of his v isit . “Unfortunately, as a cohort in societ y, 
young people are of ten lef t out of the loop when it comes 
to major decision mak ing , we’re misrepresented by the 
media and are of ten absent from public debates. I think 
it ’s crucial that as young people, we collectively work to 
change this.”

In among the many Masses, l iturg ies, camps and retreats, 
Cross Campus chaplaincy aims to holistically advance the 
attitudes and sk il ls of our young people, support staff in 
their ow n personal ministr y of teaching and learning as 
we continue to recontex tualize faith-driven ex periences 
that allow for young people to advocate for the issues they 
are most passionate about.

Ryan Baines is the Cross Campus Chaplain for St Mary’s 
College, St Saviour’s College, Youth and Community Centre and 
Mary MacKillop Catholic College.

CROSS CAMPUS 
CHAPLAINCY: MORE 
THAN A FEELING!
RYAN BAINES St Saviour’s College, St Mary’s College and Youth and 

Community Learning Centre students enjoy the challenge 
of wrestling with global security.
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Harmony Day at St Sav iour’s College, Toowoomba is 
one of great celebration. Each year on the last day of 
term one the college comes together for Harmony Day. The 
ongoing theme is “Ever yone Belongs” and once again, the 
students and staff at the college brought it to life w ith a day 
that celebrated cultural respect for all.

St Sav iour’s College has students liv ing and study ing 
from countries such as Papua New Guinea, Sudan, the 
Philippines, Singapore, New Zealand and Tonga. We also 
have students who board w ith us from remote locations 
like Lock hart R iver, Kowanyama, Bamaga, Aurukun and 
Palm Island to name just a few. Diversit y and inclusiveness 
are an integral part of our college ethos.

Students spent the morning of Harmony Day tak ing part 
in a variet y of workshops. Dominic from PC YC, facilitated 
gentle boxercise classes that combined a brief histor y about 
some of Australia’s Indigenous boxers. In these sessions he 
also spoke of the metaphysical dimension which really helps 

young people connect w ith their inner spirit and mother 
earth. Our Japanese room was an origami extravaganza 
w ith colourful envelopes and decorative animals made 
by our nov ice craftswomen. In Dublin Place the sounds 
of countr y music reverberated as our dance teacher, Ms 
Leicht instructed her enthusiastic students in the f iner 
points of line dancing.

At lunch time all students proceeded to our hall for 
our lunchtime feast, where students and parents had set 
up stalls to sell food from their homeland. We had stalls 
from Mex ico, Italy, Canada, PNG, the Philippines, A frica, 
Germany, Australia and America, just to name a few. The 
hall was a hive of activ it y as stall holders sold their wares. 
Follow ing lunch, a concert took place on the stage, giv ing 
our hall a carnival atmosphere.  

During the day we were joined by students from St 
Sav iour’s Primar y School and many of our parents from 
near and far.

St Mary’s School Warwick
At St Mary’s we will: RISE UP!

163 Palmerin St, Warwick Q 4370  phone 07 4661 1872
email smwarwick@twb.catholic.edu.au

w w w . s m w a r w i c k . c a t h o l i c . e d u . a u

      BE

Prayerful
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Understanding
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Exceptional
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Safe

S

Inclusive

I

Respectful

R

AN OCCASION 
TO MARK 
WHERE 
EVERYONE 
BELONGS
LINDA CREEDON

L to R: Georgia McAuley, Joyeuse Nyinawumuntu and Maombi Niyonsaba
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CELEBRATING OUR MILESTONES

St Patrick ’s Day held special signif icance for the 
Cathedral this year. The occasion was marked w ith the 
unveiling of a newly restored statue of the patron saint 
of the Cathedral. This statue of St Patrick has adorned 
the interior of the Cathedral from close to its opening as 
a Cathedral in 1935. The orig inal foundation stone for St 
Patrick ’s church was laid on 17 March, 1889, 130 years ago 
to the day, which was also a Sunday. On this day it was 
f itting to unveil and bless the statue once more. The statue 
was blessed by Bishop Robert McGuck in during Mass.

John Smith, g roundskeeper at St Patrick ’s Cathedral, 
who has revealed a hidden talent for restoration of statues, 
completed the restoration. John started his career as 
a house painter, but due to paint f umes was unable to 
continue that l ine of work . As these are water based paints, 
he f inds joy in returning to something he has always loved 
and brought his meticulous eye for detail to the project. 
Remark ing that he f inds the quiet focus therapeutic in his 
l ife, John ref lected that painting is l ike a prayer w ith many 
layers and that it is a g if t to bring new life to something 
that has seen better days. John is look ing for ward to g iv ing 
the other statues at the Cathedral a renewed spirit as well.

The statue of St Patrick now sits at the baptismal font 

in front of a beautif ul backdrop featuring a lush Irish 
landscape. The boarder of the picture lists all the counties 
in Ireland. It is a f itting reminder to all who are baptised 
that Christ surrounds them ever y moment of their l ives.

STATUE RESTORATION 
BRINGS QUIET FOCUS
INGRID MCTAGGART

Top: John Smith with the newly restored St Patrick 
statue ready for installation in the Cathedral.

Bottom: Bishop Robert McGuckin, pictured with 
Cathedral Administrator, Fr Michael O’Brien, 
blessed the restored St Patrick statue on St 
Patrick’s Day.

PARISH
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With all the rain in Adavale and Augathella the water 
rushed dow n the Warrego River and it rose by 9.3 
metres. Now as I open my front door, I see a lake in the 
front yard, which is a result of the 215 points we had since 
yesterday. We rejoice that the rain has come and look 
for ward to a greener drive to our neighbouring tow ns.

This year the annual fete went ver y well and there was 
an increase of tak ings from last year. Despite being in the 
middle of mustering and shearing, we were luck y to have 
Paul McCarthy attending to the heav y lifting on the day. 
The school had once again prov ided entertainment w ith 
dancing from each class and community people came and 
assisted. Despite the success we are of the opinion that we 
are “ feted-out”, mainly because of age and so we are hav ing 
a meeting to brainstorm what are other options.

In March Fr Peter Doohan brought Fr Warren Padilla 
to Cunnamulla for the week. He proved to be multi-sk illed, 
cook ing a great meal for Fr Peter and myself and singing 
during his sermon to emphasise a point, to the delight of 
the congregation.

The Veranda, our op-shop, continues to be a place where 
people can meet, chat and hopefully purchase some items. 
The Girls’ Shed from Goondiw indi came to give us a pamper 
day. About 20 ladies and si x teenagers attended. The women 

also v isited one of our parishioners who is permanently 
in hospital and brought her some cheer. Thank you, Pam, 
Midge, Fay and Leith and special thanks for the sheets and 
towels we are distributing.

Age is certainly no barrier to being creative and helping 
those in need as we discovered from our contact w ith the 
CW L in Runaway Bay. These women produced a cook book 
to assist farmers suffering as a result of the drought. Our 
parish was the recipient of monies to prov ide to the farmers 
for whom the book was dedicated.

At the last assembly before Easter, Sacred Heart School, 
Cunnamulla students from Prep and Year 1 class told 
the stor y of Jesus on his journey from Palm Sunday to 
the Resurrection. Prep/1 teacher, Mrs Stanf ield was the 
narrator and the children played their parts well. As I left 
one of the parents said, “This leaves me w ith a tingling in 
my heart.” 

During Easter I felt that the congregation was ver y 
focussed and ref lective on a deeper level. Fr Peter came 
for Mass on Sunday and we had the Light of Christ in the 
late afternoon. A family of v isitors arrived, and the oldest 
teenage boy said, “People seemed to want to be there”. What 
a tribute! We are so used to each other we can easily forget 
this truth.

CUNNAMULLA, 
A COMMUNITY 
OF SUPPORT
SR MAUREEN ANDREWS

Pam, from The Girls’ Shed, looks after Fonnie for a pamper day.

Want to 
Become a 
Catholic?

Contact your local parish or Mary Otto, Diocesan RCIA Coordinator
Mobile: 0447 074 807   Email:  rica@twb.catholic.org.au

Come
and See
the goodness

of the Lord
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All Saints Parish, Roma was pleased to play host to 
Fr Warren Padilla during April. Fr Warren arrived 
in Roma after spending a month in the far western 
parishes of Charleville, Cunnamulla and Quilpie. 
While in Roma Fr  Warren assisted parish Priest, Fr Jamie 
Collins, in getting around to all the churches during Holy 
Week. Follow ing the Mass of the Oils in Toowoomba both 
priests celebrated Mass in Jackson and Yuleba on their way 
home. Over Easter, Fr Warren celebrated Easter ceremonies 
at Mitchell, Mungallala, Injune and Roma, while Fr Jamie 
travelled to Wallumbilla, Surat, Wycombe and both 

concelebrated Easter Sunday morning Mass in Roma.
A highlight of Easter in Roma is the Easter in the Country 

Festival that includes an Ecumenical Service on Good Friday 
morning at the Church of Christ. The Roma Combined 
Christian Churches also provide a f loat that traditionally 
leads the parade dow n the main street of Roma on Easter 
Saturday morning. This year’s theme for the f loat was 

“From Coast to Country Jesus is the Light”, and featured a 
lighthouse as the centrepiece on the back of the f loat. Frs 
Jamie and Warren joined other ministers from Roma in 
escorting the f loat at the head of the parade.

Some years ago, a group of Catholic ladies from Mary 
of the Southern Cross Parish, Highfields decided they 
would get together each month to celebrate their 
birthdays. As part of these fun f illed occasions, instead of 
buying a gift for the birthday girl, we collect the money that 
we would have spent and donate it to a designated charity. 

The group began in 2009, w ith the golf girls joining soon 
after and our better halves joining in, ten years later it is still 
going strong.

On 27 March, we had a large crowd attend the 
Meringandan Hotel for our birthday lunch. This year our 
chosen charity was Highways and By ways, w ith Sr Mary 
Cleary joining us to talk to us about this wonderful charity. 

Sr Mary said that they were very excited that the activities 
of the John Wallis Foundation would be operating under the 
new banner of Highways and By ways. Sr Mary said that they 
have developed this new structure to enable them to offer 
full tax benef its for their donors as they seek philanthropic 
funds to continue to service the community. Sr Mary 
thanked us for our continued support and said that it was 
greatly appreciated.

Colleen Weber, our hostess extraordinaire, thanked 
Sr Mary very much for her words, that were followed by 
acclamation.         A beautiful cake was enjoyed by all who 
attended and as usual everyone had a wonderful time. Can’t 
wait for the next happy occasion.

EASTER IN THE COUNTRY FR JAMIE COLLINS

Leading the way in the Easter in the Country Festival parade.

Highfields Parish Birthday Group celebrate and welcome 
Sr Mary Cleary (back, right).

St John’s School, Roma students join the Easter in the Country Festival parade.

BIRTHDAY 
GROUP STILL 
GOING STRONG 
IN HIGHFIELDS
PATTI MCNAUGHT
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A mar vel lous t wo days of celebrat ions were held i n 
Ch i nch i l la early March for the C entenar y of Ou r 
La dy Help of Ch r ist ians’ Par ish. It wa s 10 0 yea rs to 
the day si nce Ch i nch i l la spl it f rom Da lby a s a sepa rate 
pa r ish on 1 Ma rch.

The f irst event was a Thanksgiv ing Mass on 1 March 
attended by past and present parishioners as well as 
students and staff from St Joseph ’s School. This special Mass 
was celebrated by Bishop Robert McGuck in, concelebrated 
by Frs Don Murray, Kerr y Costigan, Terr y Hick ling, Brian 
Noonan, Jim Cronin, past parish priests of Chinchilla, Fr 
Mick Carroll, who is a regular reliev ing priest, and present 
parish administrator, Fr Gonzalo Garcia Duran.

During the Mass, Bishop Robert blessed over 200 
family plaques which are a tribute to those who have had 
a connection to the parish community. There were also 
plaques commemorating each of the 24 priests who have 
ser ved in Chinchilla and a plaque to commemorate the 
Sisters of St Joseph who have been a part of the parish for 
over 90 years. A great time of reminiscing and catching up 
then followed during a luncheon in the parish hall.

The hall was abuzz again on 2 March morning when a 
meet and greet morning tea was held prior to the Centenar y 
Mass. Bishop Robert celebrated the Mass, w ith over 370 
people in attendance.

This was followed by an old-fashioned picnic lunch held 
under the trees in the parish grounds where there was ample 
opportunity to rek indle friendships and recall days gone by. 
An open air concert then kept ever yone entertained.

During the afternoon the amazing centenar y cake, a 
replica of the church, was cut by the f ive priests who were in 
attendance. A comprehensive display of memorabilia was 
on show in the parish centre and proved ver y popular. It 
gave an insight into the life and times of the parish - from 
the early years of home Masses, stories about the various 
priests, school days at St Joseph ’s, Baptisms, Weddings, 
debutante balls and parish groups. A lso creating a lot of 
interest were some beautiful old vestments, sacred vessels 
and other Mass related articles which were k indly loaned 
by the Diocesan Archives. 

There have been many messages of thanks and 
congratulations received since the event. Overall it was a 
great time, a time to ref lect, a time to honour those who 
have gone before us and a time to rejoice and look for ward 
to the future. We thank God for the many blessings which 
were received on this wonderful occasion.

Sharon Beard with her handy work – a 
cake modelled after the current church 
building.

L to R: Frs Don Murray and Brian Noonan, Bishop Robert 
McGuckin, Frs Mick Carroll, Gonzalo Garcia Duran, Terry Hickling 
and Jim Cronin.

CHINCHILLA PARISH 
100 YEARS YOUNG
MAREE TURNER
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Noel and Mar y Sullivan, much loved parishioners of 
Mar y of the Southern Cross Parish, Highfields have 
given their time unselfishly for many years to various 
ministries in our parish. It was only f itting that on 10 
March, during Mass, a special blessing was given to them by 
Fr Brian Noonan. A morning tea was shared af ter Mass and 
a few tears were shed by many who w ill miss this wonderful 
couple as they move away from the Highf ields Parish. 

The St Vincent de Paul Conference, Highfields Parish 
were all in attendance to thank the Sullivans. This is but 

one of the ministries in which they were involved, the others 
are too numerous to list. Their friendliness and generosity, 
extended to us for so long, w ill be sadly missed by all. Who 
could ever forget Mary’s amazing scones when she hosted 
morning tea after Mass for so many years.

However, we w ill not say goodbye forever, just a fond adieu 
as we hope to see them visit our parish from time to time. 
They w ill always have a home at Highfields and we w ish 
Mary and Noel every good w ish for their future happiness, 
as they now move on to another phase in their lives.

L to R: Lisa Minz, Colleen Weber, Ray Young, Jacki Toms, Doug Toms, Peter Hundt, Mary 
Sullivan, Terry Morgan, Noel Sullivan, Fay Morgan, Tricia Hundt, Clara Tildesley, Kev 

McCormick and Joe Kochman.

Celebrating 100 years, the little Church upon the Hill.

A SAD FAREWELL 
TO MUCH LOVED 
PARISHIONERS
PATTI MCNAUGHT

Recently 150 v isitors took the trip up to Sacred Heart 
Church at Deuchar. The day brought back many memories 
for past locals and many stories here shared. Frs Jamie 
Collins, Rod MacGinlay, Don Murray, Franco Filipetto, 
Terr y Hick ling and Gerardo Tubis celebrated a Mass 
mark ing the centenar y of the church. Fr Don ser ved 18 
years at Sacred Heart Church.

Many families in the district donated land, money and 
time to erect what has become affectionately called by the 
community, the little Church upon the Hill.

The Deuchar Railway Station was constructed and 
opened in 1878, which assisted in the arrival of the white 
bricks travelling from Brisbane for the erection of the 
church. Left over bricks can be seen in the walls of the 
shrine behind St Patrick ’s School, A llora and possibly 

Cockatoo Cottage near Deuchar/Willow vale.
Sacred Heart Church has made a lasting impression 

on many who have v isited over the years, both locals and 
v isitors alike. Architectural features such as the hammer-
beamed ceiling w ith diagonal sark ing, the beautiful 
stained-glass w indows and marbled altar (donated by the 
Dwan family), are a testament to the community who built 
it and continue to maintain the church.

If you would like to purchase a well documented 
historical book for only $10 , please contact Monique 
Br yson on 0487 848 280 or drop into St Pat rick’s School , 
Allora or St Mar y’s Parish , War wick . Past priest Fr Brian 
Sparksman (Deuchar/Glengallan Homestead Historian) 
autobiog raphy “Ballinclay Lane , Patterns of Polio and 
Priesthood ” is also available .

MILESTONE 
FOR HISTORIC 
CHURCH 
BUILDING
MONIQUE BRYSON
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It has been a busy time in St Thomas More’s Parish, 
Toowoomba for Baptisms. Since Easter 2018 and up 
to, and including, Easter 2019, we have welcomed 36 
children into our communit y. The Baptismal Team 
of Ava Emer y, Kathr y n Boulus, Sonja and Peter Wilson 
and Jane and John Kennedy gather the details for each 
candidate, undertake catechesis for the parents about the 
sacrament and the commitment that parents are asked to 
make on behalf of their child/children.

The Baptism during Easter Sunday Mass this year was 
noteworthy for the welcoming of a family of f ive boys and 
their baby sister. They are the children of Elie Kw itonda 
and Cy nthia Niyok w izigira, A rcade Irak iza (8), A llen 
Irakoza (7), Br yce Iradukunda (5), Eric Mbabazi, (3), 
Enoch Mahoro (2) and Sarah Ineza (5 months). Elie and 
Cy nthia hail from Burundi in Central A frica w ith all si x 
children born in Australia. The second names of each of 
the children are in the f irst lang uage of their parents and 
each name has a special meaning such as love or peace. 
For this special occasion Baptism was performed w ith 

full immersion. The t wo older boys were fully initiated on 
Easter Sunday, receiv ing the Sacrament of Conf irmation 
af ter Baptism and receiv ing Holy Communion for the f irst 
time. Parishioners participated joy fully in the ceremony 
and joined the family in the celebration w ith coffee and 
cakes af ter wards.

Top: The Niyokwizigira family celebrate with the 
St Thomas More’s community.

Bottom: Fr Peter Schultz Baptises the Niyokwizigira 
family’s youngest member, Sarah.

CELEBRATING THE 
SACRAMENTS A 
FAMILY AFFAIR 

BEVAN DIVINE



On 3 March St Anthony’s Parish, 
Toowoomba hosted a morning tea 
inviting the Muslim community 
to share pancakes and friendship. 
The regular event is an opportunity 
for Catholics and Muslims to come 
together and celebrate before the 
start of Lent and Ramadan.

St Anthony’s Parish, Toowoomba celebrated 
St Patrick ’s Day with a “Luck ‘o the Irish” 
pot luck dinner in the parish centre.

L to R: Patrice Riordan, Gill Totman 
and Sharon Young competing for 
best dressed at the St Patrick ’s Day 
dinner at St Mary’s Parish, Warwick.

BRIEF
PARISH NEWS

Horizons44



St Mary’s Parish, Warwick Youth Group, Holy CYA, visited Summerland 
Camel Farm at Harrisvale during the Easter School holidays.

The parish 
and school 

communities 
in Charlev ille 
were proud to 

be a part of the 
tow n’s A NZAC 
Day Memorial. 
Many students 

participated 
in the ser v ice. 

Vincent Kwan, 
who is the music 

teacher at St 
Mar y’s School, 

Charlev ille, 
played the 

“Last Post” on 
his v iolin at 
the ser v ice.

Fr Terry Hickling getting 
into the green spirit at the 
St Patrick ’s Day dinner at St 
Mary’s Parish, Warwick.
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James Byrne
Centre Highfields

The James By rne Centre offers groups warm and 
friendly ser v ice, healthy and wholesome meals, 
comfortable accommodation at an outstanding 

location.  The managers and staff are happy to make 
your next event an enjoyable and successful one. 

Contact us to discuss your event and 
what the Centre can offer your group. 

p: 07 4630 8339 | www.jamesbyrnecentre.org.au
e: jamesbyrnecentre@twb.catholic.org.au

Ph 1800 803 196  www.burstows.com.au

At Burstows, we 
believe a funeral 
well done...

Honours life

Comforts those 
who mourn

And declares to 
the community 
that each life is  
important.
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St Joseph ’s Parish, Dalby hosted the month ly gathering 
of Dalby Chu rches Together in March. The gathering 
at tracted over 10 0 people f rom the Catholic, A ng lican, 
Lutheran and Uniting Chu rch commu nities, sharing 
fel lowship, a scr umptious meal and an oppor t u nit y to 
learn about the Royal Fly ing Doctor Ser v ice (R FDS).

The at tention of those present was thoroug h ly enga ged 
by a ver y informative and hear t-warm ing presentation 
delivered by g uest speaker, Lou ise Bu r ton.

Lou ise has local connections, hav ing spent her early 
years g row ing up w ith her fou r siblings on a farm in the 
Bu nya Mou ntains d istrict . Lou ise is the eldest child of 
Marie and the late Bob Bu r ton, so v isiting Dalby was an 
oppor t u nit y to catch up w ith her Mum and ex tended 
fam ily, as wel l as prov id ing a deeper insig ht into the 

varied roles per formed by ded icated staf f of the R FDS.
Lou ise ex plained how she was d raw n to this f ield of 

nu rsing while work ing as a Graduate Nu rse in Dar w in, 
some thir t y years a go. Now, w ith over t went y years of 
ex perience as a Flig ht Nu rse w ith R FDS (QLD section), 
Lou ise has v isited some qu ite remote, yet beautif u l 
places. She regards it as a priv i lege to share her med ical 
ex perience to bring help and healing to patients and their 
fam ilies. 

From the shor t t ime we shared w ith Lou ise, it was 
obv ious why she chose this profession. She has a keen 
interest and connection to the commu nities, people and 
locations which her work as a Flig ht Nu rse has taken her.  

The R FDS is one of those organisations you don’t of ten 
k now about u nti l you need their ser v ices!

HELP FROM 
THE SKIES
NARELLE MCINTYRE

Louise Burton shares her experience working for the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service at a Dalby Churches Together gathering.
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LET US KNOW WHAT IS 
HAPPENING IN YOUR AREA!
Horizons relies upon your stories to make it 

relevant and meaningful. We want to know 

what is happening in your local area so 

that we can share that good news with the 

rest of the Diocese. We are looking for local 

contributors who can write 250 to 350 words 

about local church projects, initiatives or 

events. Include a couple of high-resolution 

photos and your well on your way to being 

published in Horizons.  

For more information about contributing to 

Horizons contact us at:  

horizons@twb.catholic.org.au

STAY IN TOUCH

SUBSCRIBE TO THE DIOCESAN 
UPDATE E-NEWSLETTER.

A regular e-Newsletter featuring goings on 
from across the Diocese keeping everyone 
up to date on upcoming events, follow up 
on events already held, topics of interest, 
dates to remember and more.
To sign up simply email 
communications@twb.catholic.org.au
with “Subscribe” as the subject.

WITH NEWS FROM 
ACROSS THE DIOCESE

Like us on Facebook 
“Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba”


