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When it comes to Advent and Christmas, 
there are lots of symbols, images and 
themes to ref lect upon. Stars, angels, 
manger, wise men, gifts, Mary and Joseph’s 
journey . . . . it was one of the entries in the 
Christmas Art Competition that really 
captured my imagination and gave me a 
different, but obvious, perspective on the 
Christmas narrative. Max Murphy, year 3 
Mater Dei School Toowoomba, drew a very 
colourful image of a swaddled baby and 
while it was the colour that caught my eye, 
it was his description “Mary looking down 
at Jesus” that really touched me.

There is something wonderful and 
grounded in that fantastic image of 
Mar y tak ing a moment to look at her 
baby boy. As a mum, it is profound to ponder on sharing 
a similar quiet moment of grace like that w ith Mar y, 
Mother of Jesus. It is a beautiful moment many mums w ill 

identif y w ith. Then of course it turns 
into late nights/early mornings, feeding 
schedules, nappies and carpet in the 
lounge room which w ill never be clean 
again! As “the silly season” starts to ramp 
up in the coming weeks, may we all f ind 
those quiet moments of grace and peace, 
so the season isn’t quite so silly.

Thank you to all the schools, parishes 
and ministries who have provided 
content for Horizons over the past year. 
I have received a lot of positive feedback 
that the news, thoughts and pictures you 
provide continue to interest and connect 
with the community at large. Also a 
special thanks to Joe Thorley at Thorley 
Creative for assistance with layout and 

giving Horizons it’s vibrant look. With Issue 50 coming up 
next year, I look forward to new ways to improve and keep 
Horizons fresh and relevant for our diocese. 

FROM THE EDITOR INGRID MCTAGGART
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As we journey into November, 
we know that the end of 

2017 is racing towards 
us. Christmas decorations 
and gift suggestions are 
every where when you 

venture into a shopping 
centre. At this time when 

there are many end of year 
functions, may we spare a prayer 

and thought for those less fortunate 
than ourselves. Again this presents as an opportunity to 
reach out to others. Caritas Australia (w w w. caritas.org.au) 
is always ready to receive donations.

In October 2018 Pope Francis will hold a Synod in 
Rome with the theme Young People, Faith and Vocational 
Discernment. Pope Francis has invited Christian and non-
Christian young people to a pre-synod meeting in the coming 
March as an opportunity for the church to listen to the hopes 
and concern of young men and women.

The recent Roman document on 2018 Synod in part 
states “In pastoral activity, young people are not objects but 
subjects. Often times, society sees them as nonessential or 
inconvenient. The Church cannot ref lect such an attitude, 
because all young people, without exception, have the right 
to be guided in life’s journey”.

May the Church of Toowoomba always be open to and 
ready to listen to young people as their faith and vocational 
discernment for life’s journey should enrich each of us.

There are many vocations in life. The call to religious or 
priestly life should also be supported whole heartedly and 
encouraged. Our need for men to continue the ministr y of 
priests in the Diocese is great. 

Prior to Ordination to the diaconate or priesthood, 
seminarians who have shown to have the necessary 
qualif ications are admitted to candidacy for Orders. In part 
the Bishop prays, “Our brother knows the Lord’s concern for 
his f lock and sees the needs of the Church and feels ready 
to respond generously to the Lord in the words of the pro: 
“Here I am, send me”. The candidate then puts his hope in 
the Lord, trusting that he may answer the call faithfully. In 
the ceremony the candidate publicly declares his desire to 
bind himself to the service of God and His people.

Later in November one of our seminarians, Tom 
Duncan, w ill be admitted to Candidacy for Orders. We 
pray for Tom, our seminarians and that others w ill answer 
a call to priesthood and join them.

As the year comes to a close may the Holy Spirit guide us 
as we make end of year plans. May we leave some time for 
ref lection and may we continue to grow in the love of the 
Lord. I thank ever yone who has assisted in the ministr y of 
the Diocese throughout the year. May we continue to pray 
for each other.

Bishop Robert McGuckin
Bishop of Toowoomba
November 2017

Bishop Robert offering blessings after Mass on the Toowoomba Diocese’s Feast Day, Our Lady of the Southern Cross.

READY  
TO LISTEN 
TO YOUNG 
PEOPLE
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INGRID MCTAGGART
With over 200 entries from eight different schools from 
around the Toowoomba Diocese, it was a hard task picking 
a winner for the Horizons Cover Art Competition. We asked 
prep and primary school students to get creative with their 
favourite part of the Christmas Story and create an image to be 
used on the cover of the last Issue of Horizons for 2017.

Well done to all the students who took pens, pencils, paint, 
pastels and more to paper to create heartfelt works of art 
showing your take the Christmas Story. The descriptions 
provided for each of the entries were also wonderful to read, with 
many proving to be great creative writers as well.

Diocesan staff who visited the Bishop’s Office in mid-October 
found themselves invited to an impromptu art show by Horizons 
Editor, Ingrid McTaggart. After creating a short list and with the 
help of Bishop Robert McGuckin, a final winner was chosen.

The entries that stood out showed some or all of these traits – 
they were bright and colourful, artistic and interesting, offered 
a different perspective, or represented a traditional Christmas 
scene well.

Thanks goes to the teachers who were able to give their 
students time and space to be creative with this activity.

The winning entry from Aryanna Davie, a year 3 student at St 
Joseph’s School Stanthorpe, captured the Nativity in a unique and 
abstract way, while still being a recognisable scene and drawn well.

VERY HIGHLY COMMENDED:  THESE IMAGES 
WERE ALSO CONSIDERED FOR THE COVER.

Elanna Travers, year 1 St Monica’s School Oakey – Elanna’s bright 
yellow angel painting and drawing was very eye catching.

Zahara Maginsana, year 6 St Stephen’s School Pittsworth 
– Zahara’s abstract drawing of shapes representing the 
Nativity scene was eye catching and very creative.

Gabrielle Voll, year 3 St Monica’s School Oakey – Gabrielle’s 
drawing of the Nativity scene was full of lots of little details, 
from stars in the sky to all the different animals in the stable.

Lachlan Thompson, year 6 St Stephen’s School Pittsworth 
– Lachlan’s draw ing of the Nativ it y scene was simple 
and bright, and the description of his image was ver y 
heart warming.

Alex Stevenson, year 6 St Stephen’s School Pittsworth  
– Alex used a very creative combination of painting, drawing 
and cut out to show the journey Mary and Joseph took before 
Jesus’ birth.

Hailey Louis, year 2 Sacred Heart School Toowoomba  
– Hailey’s bright and colourful Nativity scene had everyone 
from shepherds to angels in attendance!

SPECIAL MENTION:  WHILE NOT CHOSEN 
FOR THE COVER, THESE PICTURES WERE 
EYE CATCHING AND INTERESTING.

Holly Moore, year 6 St Stephen’s School Pittsworth  
– beautiful silhouette

Lottie Ostwald, St Stephen’s School Pittsworth – creative use 
of collage

Leah Carrigan, year 1 St Mary’s School Goondiwindi  
– the picture told the whole Christmas Story

Isobella Toop, year 1 St Mary’s School Goondiwindi  
– the happiest angel ever drawn

Mia Cronk, year 2 Sacred Heart School Toowoomba  
– bright and colourful

Ava Barron, year 2 Sacred Heart School Toowoomba  
– everyone from the Christmas Story is there.

CHRISTMAS STORY 
COMES TO LIFE Over 200 entries in the 

Christmas Art Competition.
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314 James Street, Toowoomba, Qld, 4350
Judith McGrath- Colquhoun

Owner and Director

Pre-planning Your Funeral
Just Makes a Lot of Sense

Phone: 07 4634 9936 

Judith and her caring staff are experienced in all the requirements of a 
Catholic Funeral Mass or Prayer Liturgy and can help you plan the details.

Planning ahead certainly makes it easier for you and your family, and is a free 
service. You can also choose to pre-pay should you wish. 

Call us today for more information.

Proudly Australian and Local Family Owned

www.ahfunerals.com.au 
admin@ahfunerals.com.au

(24 hrs)

The liturgical ‘new year’ is upon us and with its arrival we are 
reminded once again of the joyful expectation which calls 
us to prepare for the coming of Christ. The season of Advent 
uses symbols of light and darkness to recount the story of God’s 
Incarnation into a world which wasn’t perfect. Advent helps us 
focus on the coming of the Lord at Christmas and challenges us 
to bring to life the Word of God in our daily lives. How do we help 
others recognise and celebrate the existence of God in a world 
where joy and suffering go hand in hand?  

The first thing most of us think about in connection with 
Advent is the wreath. It is usually a fixture in our churches, 
announcing the coming Messiah with its growing ring of light. 
The wreath and its candles ref lect a northern hemisphere 
tradition, which ritualises the significance of the coming of light 
after the darkness of winter as a metaphor for the light brought 
into the world by Christ.  

An Australian alternative to a wreath might include the 
use of a symbolic constellation of the Southern Cross. In the 
days before the GPS, the Southern Cross was an important 
navigational tool for travellers in the southern hemisphere. 
It lights our night sky and identifies a path to find our way 
home. Using a liturgical banner of advent colour, stars can be 
positioned on the banner to begin an outline of the Southern 
Cross. On each of the four Advent Sundays attach another star 
until the representation of the constellation is complete. 

The season of Advent prepares us for the arrival of Christ. Why 

not look for ways to prepare for Christmas with parishioners who 
are newly married or with families who have recently celebrated 
the birth/baptism of a child. These are graced moments in life 
and often lead people to times of deep reflection.  They have a 
new appreciation for values, traditions, and family customs. 
They are asking questions: What is important to us? How should 
we raise our child? How can we live our faith? They are primed 
to make changes, create new customs, and reflect on rituals. 
Advent can provide opportunities for our faith community to 
reach out to families and provide support and encouragement 
on a social and spiritual level. The season lends itself to enjoy a 
parish BBQ, maybe following an Advent prayer and reflection 
session. New couples might like to join a special ‘Christmas 
choir’, which practices and builds relationships during Advent. 
Families with young children could be invited to decorate the 
church/nativity scene providing an opportunity for discussion 
on family and faith.  

Given that more people see our churches from the outside, 
maybe part of our Advent and Christmas preparation needs 
to consider the exterior of the church and grounds.  Can we do 
something to prompt passers-by to reflect on the true meaning of 
Christmas before they turn up for Christmas Eve Mass? 

As we wait with hope and joy for the coming of Christ this 
Christmas, let us remember that he has no hands or feet but ours. 
Let us be reminded that our actions give witness to the presence of 
Christ to all those we encounter this Christmas time and beyond.

MEDITATIONS 
ON ADVENT
JOHN BRIFFA

Christmas Art Competition Entrant: Alex Stevenson, Year 6 St Stephen’s School Pittsworth.
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SR ELAINE MORZONE  MFIC
As followers of Jesus, our capacity to bring about change lies 
not primarily or necessarily in the performance of notable 
deeds but rather in a loving and compassionate attitude of 
mind, heart and spirit. Despite physical constraints, we have 
always at our disposal the gifts of the Spirit which energize 
us to reach out beyond the borders of our psychological or 
physical comfort zones and embrace those who are “other” to 
us, those who live on our margins whether in the context of our 
own community or within the wider society. The challenge for 
each of us this Christmas season is to embody in the context 
of our own lives the story of the incarnation. The following 
story told among Indian tribes in the Midwest of the United 
States captures with great simplicity the essential Christmas 
message and its transformative potential if only we can 
surrender to its mystery.

A young Blackfoot Indian warrior was sent out as a scout 
in the midst of a brutally cold winter to look for the winter 
camp of their enemy tribe, the Crow. After some days, he came 
upon a lone tepee in the forest which 
indicated to him the presence of the 
rest of the rival tribe encamped in 
the nearby regions. Creeping up to 
the tepee, he noticed a ragged tear 
which gave him a view of the inside 
when he got down on his knees. He 
saw a young couple within, intently 
engaged in conversation before the 
fire while their small child played 
nearby. Imitating what he had seen 
his elders do, he would stir the soup 
pot on the fire with a wooden spoon 
and then blow on the spoon, taste it 
and stir again. Suddenly turning, the 
child caught the eye of the stranger 
on eye level with him and knew that 
he was spying on the family.  Without 
drawing the attention of his parents, 
the child put the spoon in the pot to 
fill it with soup and walked on wobbly legs to feed the visitor 
soup through the tent f lap, a process which he repeated a 
number of times until the warrior slipped away to return 
to the base camp. His task was to report the sighting of 
the enemy to his people who sought to avenge prev ious 
atrocities committed against them. 

Amazed at the spirit of a child who could fearlessly feed an 
enemy soup through a tear in a tent f lap, the Blackfoot Indian 
experienced a change of heart. He could not kill the child and 

the child needed his parents and 
his people’s ways. Though painted 
for war, he returned and entered 
through the front of the tepee, 
giving the sign of peace. He was 
welcomed and invited to sit at the 
fire while the child smiled broadly 
in recognition and began again to 
feed him soup to the astonishment 
of his parents. As the group shared a 
meal together, the warrior informed 
the couple that though he must 
return to notify his people of the 
whereabouts of their winter camp, 
he would spare their lives because 
of the child’s hospitality and love 
of enemy. They would need to leave 
immediately taking only what they 
could carry. As the young couple 
f led into the darkness of that bitter 

night, the warrior caught a final glimpse of the child on the 
woman’s back, still smiling at him and waving the soup spoon 
in his hand. There was a slaughter the next day but the warrior 
ref lected over the years on the inner strength of that child and 
changed from his warring ways to become a man of peace. In 
the taste of the child’s soup he lost his taste for war. 

Story taken from McKenna, M (2007). Mary, Shadow of Grace 
New City Press. p 60-62

“Mother and Child” by Mary Southard, CSJ; courtesy of MinistryOfTheArts.org

“UNLESS YOU BECOME LIKE LITTLE 
CHILDREN, YOU CANNOT ENTER THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD.” (MT. 18:3) THE 
SEASON OF CHRISTMAS INVITES US TO 
RECLAIM A SPIRIT OF CHILDLIKENESS, 
AN ABILITY TO LOOK AT THE OTHER 
WITHOUT FEAR OR JUDGMENT OR 
SOCIAL DISCRIMINATION, REACHING 
OUT TO EMBRACE AND INCLUDE THE 
STRANGER, THE ENEMY AND THE ONE 
WHO IS DIFFERENT. ARE WE ABLE TO 
EXTEND OURSELVES, OUR RESOURCES 
AND OUR BOUNDARIES A LITTLE 
TO INCLUDE SOME OF THOSE WHO 
CURRENTLY LIVE AT OUR MARGINS?

PEACE: 
THE GIFT OF A CHILD
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“The Lord hears the cry of the poor…” In 1986 when 
Sr  Monica McNamara CSJ commenced the first four 
Special Religious Development (SPRED) groups, and 
throughout the first sixteen years of the ministry, this 
passage from Psalm 34 was often quoted to inspire, focus 
and define the work of SPRED. 

The mission and purpose of SPRED in its early days ref lected 
the urgent need at that time for people with disabilities to be 
acknowledged and included in both the church and wider 
community. Over the past thirty years through the work of 
SPRED there has been a growing awareness of the place of 
people with disabilities within our church communities, 
and of the gifts that they bring. Today, on any given weekend 
throughout parishes in Toowoomba they are not only welcomed 
but have become active participants and contributors to the 
life of their parishes.

Much, of course, has changed in public awareness and 
perception of disability since 1986 with a radical move away 
from institutionalised living and activities. As such the latter 
sixteen years of the SPRED ministry has been more closely 
inspired by John 10:10, “I have come that you might have 
life, and have it to the full.” This passage shifts the emphasis 
from our friends with disabilities being the recipients of our 

care and charity, to that of a community where people with 
varying degrees of ability walk the journey of faith side by 
side, growing together in the fruits of the Spirit – each, as both 
giver and receiver.

As part of the recent Diocesan Consultation Survey we were 
presented with a Diocesan Pastoral Statement for consideration 
‘Creating welcoming communities from the Range to the 
borders where God’s love and the joy of the Gospel is experienced 
and shared.’ This statement highlights beautifully one of the 
‘undersongs’ of the mission of SPRED, and the connecting 
thread that has run throughout the past 32 years of the ministry. 
The work of the SPRED Advisory Board as we move forward 
over the coming years is to continue to explore how to inaction 
the sentiments expressed so succinctly in this statement. 

In ‘Prism of Love’ Fr Daniel O’Leary recounts a story about 
a fearful child, who, during the night, called for his mother. 
The mother comes to his room and speaks to him about the 
protection of the angels and of God all around him. However, 
refusing to be satisfied he blurts out “I want a God with skin on!’ 
And as O’Leary points out that is what God does in becoming 
human at Christmas. It is also what we are called to do for our 
friends with disability and for each other… for this is how God 
can reach us, touch us.

Members of the recently appointed 
SPRED Advisory Board for 
2017-19 L to R: Sr Elaine Morzone, 
Ivan Walls, Mary Herbert, 
Libby Rosentreter, Paul Marangelli, 
Loretta Coman, Pat McNamee, 
Leah Butler and Nick Sheridan. 
Absent: Sheila Vincent.

BEYOND ACCEPTANCE 
AND INTO ACTIVE 
PARTICIPATION LORETTA COMAN

PEACE: 
THE GIFT OF A CHILD
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INGRID MCTAGGART
Young Catholics hosted the latest Diocesan Inservice for 
clerg y, parish leaders and ministry staff. The day focused 
on practical usage of the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference (ACBC) youth ministry document “Anointed 
and Sent” as well as a short workshop about being online 
and social media. 

Malcolm Hart, Director of the Office for Youth with the 
ACBC, facilitated discussion on how to use “Anointed and Sent” 
as a practical tool as well as inspiration in building a vision for 
the Year of Youth next year. Malcolm also talked about some 
initiatives and events operating at a national level, especially 
the up-coming Australian Catholic Youth Festival. As part of 
this discussion attendees were challenged to think of ways 
to tap into the energy of and bring a sense of inclusiveness to 
large events which may not have a lot of locals attending, like 
World Youth Day.

I n the af ter noon Ing r id McTa g gar t , Toowoomba 
Diocese Commu nication Of f icer, gave a shor t presentation 
on the chu rch ’s presence on line as wel l as usa ge of socia l 
med ia and other on line ser v ices for m inistr y. Sara h de 
Byl, Diocesan Youth M inistr y Coord inator, a lso prov ided 
input and helpf u l d iscussion points.

“I fou nd it helpf u l to ta ke t ime to d iscuss the cha l lenges 
and oppor t u nities of enga g ing you ng people in the l i fe of 
the Chu rch ” ref lects Kel l ie-Mar ie Ford, St Joseph ’s Col lege 
Toowoomba . “W hi le we d id f ind some rea l d if f icu lties, it 
was obv ious people felt that you ng people were a va luable 
and u nique par t of ou r commu nities and we must ma ke 
ou r best ef for ts to connect w ith them, and connect them 
to the stor y of Jesus.”

“While we did 
find some real 

difficulties, it was 
obvious people felt 
that young people 

were a valuable 
and unique part of 
our communities 

and we must 
make our best 

efforts to connect 
with them, and 

connect them to 
the story of Jesus.”

DIOCESAN INSERVICE BUILDS 
ON ANOINTED AND SENT

Inservice attendees focus on 
young people in the church.
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WE FIRST MET ALICE IN HORIZONS ISSUE# 36 
(2014) WHERE WE FEATURED AN ARTICLE ABOUT 
HER AND HER SISTER, LUCY, FIRST STARTING 
AT USQ AND CONCANON COLLEGE. WHAT A 
JOURNEY ALICE HAS BEEN ON! YOU MIGHT 
ALSO RECOGNISE HER FACE FROM VARIOUS 
YOUNG CATHOLICS’ EVENTS AND MOVERS AND 
SHAKERS THIS YEAR. ALICE NOW SHARES THE 
FINAL CHAPTER OF HER STORY FIRST FEATURED 
NEARLY FOUR YEARS AGO, AND REFLECTS ON 
HER TIME AT UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE.

The choice to attend University is huge. Associated with 
this decision is the equally large decision of where to live and 
this can be particularly challenging when moving somewhere 
completely foreign to you. This was me four years ago. I had 
completed my gap year and made the decision to  study 
secondary education in Toowoomba, a town where I only knew 
my sister and a couple of acquaintances. Thankfully, my time 
studying was made easier by my decision to live on campus 
at college throughout my degree. While college has not been 
without its challenges, it has provided a plethora of unique 
opportunities which have enriched my university experience.

Much of my first year was spent studying and overcoming 
severe home sickness. Moving out of home was exciting at first, 
but excitement faded as I realised just how far away I was from 
my father’s spaghetti bolognaise, my mother’s tiramisu and the 
warm Bundaberg temperatures.  I missed my parents and long-
time friends. I was tempted to quit uni, get on a bus and train 
and head home. That would have been easier, caused less pain. In 
the words of Nicholas Sparks, ‘Nothing that is worthwhile is ever 
easy’. Persistence enabled friendships to form, making my new 
experiences seemingly easier, and thus contributed to making 
my college experience enjoyable.

By my second year at college, I became a Residential College 
Blogger, assisted with the organisation of college semi-formal 
and formal events and as the head of the Concannon academic 
committee, developed programs such as Project Positivity and 
the Buddy Program which now exists at all three of the USQ 
Residential Colleges. I was also given the opportunity to attend 

the Australian Catholic Youth Festival held in Adelaide. Through 
these opportunities, I felt that I remained true to myself. Living 
in the college community offers opportunities such as leadership 
development which are not common opportunities available to 
young people. I don’t use the word ‘community’ lightly as this is 
exactly what the Residential Colleges are. They are a community 
of like-minded people living together and supporting one 
another through the highs and lows of university life.

My third year demonstrated to me that anything is possible 
if you put your mind to it and have wonderful people supporting 
you throughout your journey. This realisation began during 
Orientation Week of 2016 whereby I would partake in a college 
tradition I had not previously – the Table Top climb. As an 
asthmatic, I had always been hesitant to participate. I rose at 
a ridiculous hour of the morning with the rest of the college 
group to head to the base of the mountain. Previous climbers 
had spoken of how easy a walk it was, so I was expecting a 
lovely concrete path and gentle incline all the way up. Golly was 
I wrong! The Table Top climb reminded me a lot of life – many 
ups and downs, different terrains, a few asthma attacks and 
great friends along the way, with a little frustration thrown in for 
good measure, as well as desire to give up many a time, before 
continuing on the journey (despite my lack of lung capacity!). The 
view all the way up was great, however the view from the very 
top or the mountain was absolutely spectacular and something 
that I will never forget. The lessons I learnt on my Table Top climb 
assisted me through many hardships throughout the year.

Now in my final year, it is surreal to think considering how 
homesick I was in my first year I am now at the conclusion of my 
degree. One of the many benefits of staying on college for the 
full duration of my degree is I feel I have a connection with the 
history of the college. This allows me to give back to the college 
community in so many ways, such as through leadership and 
providing assistance to new residents. I feel privileged to have 
lived in a supportive college environment for the duration of 
my degree. I have learnt so much not only about myself, but life 
(including how to use a washing machine!). Living at Concannon 
College has enabled me to be as ready as I can be for the new 
adventures which lay beyond uni and college life!  Thank you to 
everyone who has supported me throughout this journey.

FROM 
DISHEARTENED 

TO DYNAMO
ALICE GALEA
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Caritas recently visited St Mary’s Primary School, 
Charleville to offer professional development to the staff. 
We discussed who Caritas is and the three main areas in 
which we work. The three areas being; aid, development and 
advocacy and education. Teachers then spent the afternoon 
learning about the Catholic Social Teachings and how they 
can be incorporated into their classrooms. Resources shared 
included cartoons, comics, PowerPoint presentations and 
videos that can stimulate classroom conversations and 
activities as well as offer teachers more in-depth information 
to add into their Religion Unit plans. The Caritas website offers 
a range of learning resources for both primary and secondary 
schools. If you have not had a chance to have a use these 
resources they are well worth taking a look at. w w w.caritas.
org.au/learn/schools 

Late August the Toowoomba Youth Office hosted the 
Australian Network of Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinators 
(ANDYMC) and Caritas was invited to take part. Greta Spies 
from the Sydney Caritas office joined me here in Toowoomba 
and she spoke about how youth across Australia can engage 
with the work of Caritas. It was a fantastic opportunity to meet 
with the youth coordinators to discuss ways in which young 
people can engage in acts of justice and service.

On Tuesday 27th September, Pope Francis launched 

the global Share the Journey campaign. He said, “Hope 
motivates so many of our brothers and sisters forced to leave 
their homes in search of a better life, but also those who 
welcome them, sharing the journey w ith them and trusting 
in a better tomorrow.”

This global campaign, which runs until September 2019 is 
to promote a ‘culture of encounter’ and to encourage people 
around the world to receive migrants and refugees with open 
hearts and minds.

Surrounded by migrants and refugees at a weekly audience 
in St Peter’s Square in September, Pope Francis said, “Hope is the 
desire to share the journey of life, as the Caritas campaign that 
we inaugurate today reminds us. Brothers and sisters, do not be 
afraid to share the journey! Do not be afraid to share hope!” 

Find out how you can Share the Journey at w w w.caritas.org.
au/act/share-the-journey 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the East Africa 
Appeal. It is an ongoing appeal supporting the 23 million 
people who are currently on the brink of famine in South 
Sudan and other areas of East Africa and Yemen. To date the 
appeal has raised over $2.7 million. If you would still like to 
support our brothers and sisters across the globe donations 
can be sent to: PO Box 9830, Sydney NSW 2001, online at 
w w w. caritas.org.au or by phoning 1800 024 413.

RESOURCES  
AND PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  
ON OFFER  
FROM CARITAS
CATHERINE MCALEER

L to R Catherine McAleer and Greta Spies at ANDYMC.
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GERARD HORE
Over 300 people from different Christian Churches 
gathered in Toowoomba on 22 October to mark the 500th 
anniversary of the start of the Protestant Reformation. The 
event, From Conf lict towards Communion, was organised by 
Toowoomba and Downs Churches Together and held at the 
Armitage Centre, Empire Theatre.

Bishop Emeritus Bill Morris addressed the gathering 
regarding the great progress in Catholic-Lutheran ecumenical 
discussions in recent decades. Bishop Robert McGuckin, away 
on his annual holiday, was unable to be present. Bishop Morris 
pointed out that in 1999 the Catholic and Lutheran Churches 
signed an agreement recognising that the condemnations of 
each other in the sixteenth century need not have been made. 
The tragic split may not have occurred if both sides had been 
prepared to enter into a more patient, deeper dialogue.

Choi r s  f rom St  S av iou r’s  C a t hol ic  P r i m a r y S cho ol , 
Toowoomba Anglican College and Preparatory School, and 
Concordia Lutheran College sang two hymns each very well.

Fr Brian Sparksman of the Catholic Church and Pastor 
Lionel Rohrlach of the Lutheran Church jointly led a prayer 
celebration which included a homily from Bishop Paul 
Smith of the Lutheran Church. The desire for greater unit y 
among Christians was ev ident in the way all present joined 
in the time of prayer.

The evening concluded with all clergy present responding 
to an invitation to join together in blessing the assembly.

Civic dignitaries including Mayor of Toowoomba, Paul 
Antonio and local members of state parliament, Trevor Watts 
and David Janetzki attended.

St Saviour’s Primary School students perform.

PROTESTANT 
REFORMATION 
ANNIVERSARY 
MARKED WITH 
UNITY
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As Robyn Chantler departed St Mary’s College 
Toowoomba for the last time, boys lined either side of Hill 
Street. Through rounds of applause, one f inal emotional cry 
for Mrs Chantler could be heard as the students said a f inal 
farewell to their beloved teacher. 

An inspiring teacher, work colleague, mother, friend and 
treasured member of the St Mary’s College community for 
more than 20 years, Mrs Chantler passed away on September 
27 after battling ovarian cancer. 

Hundreds of staff members, Old Boys, students, friends 
and family gathered at St Mary’s College on October 4 to 
honour and remember her. 

Always dedicated to her vocation, Mrs Chantler continued 
her role at St Mary’s teaching right up until the end of last 
term, to ensure ‘her’ senior boys could achieve every success 
and reach their full potential.

Described as a “straight-shooter” who was honest, Mrs 
Chantler was also warm and a teacher who always had 
students’ best interest at heart; down to earth w ith a great 
sense of humour, loyal, talented and a good, kind and close 
friend to many.

Commenting on her friend and long time colleague, Sally 
Callaghan said, “I feel so lucky to have worked and shared 
a friendship w ith such a brave, courageous, strong, k ind, 
funny, smart and sassy woman.”

St Mary’s College Old Boy Gerard Sleeba said Mrs 
Chantler epitomised the College spirit. In a tribute to her he 
said, “You inspired a generation of ‘your boys’ to follow their 
dreams and live a fulf illing life.”

“Your ability to understand your students on a professional 
and personal level was second to none and always was a 
highlight of our day. Anybody who had the privilege to be 
in your mentor class got to experience your compassion and 
guidance f irst hand.”

Ref lecting on Mrs Chantler’s contribution to the College 
community, Principal Michael New man said she was a close 
colleague, w ise leader and confidante to many of her peers. 

“Roby n k i nd ly ca red for boys of so ma ny d i f ferent 
t a lent s,  cha l leng i ng them a lways to be the best person 
they ca n be,” he sa id . 

During her 23 years at St Mary’s College, Mrs Chantler 
served as Commerce Head of Department, Year 12 

Accounting Panel Member for schools in the Toowoomba 
Region, Senior Accounting, Commerce, History, Religious 
Education and Business teacher. 

She was also a dedicated student mentor and was widely 
involved in extra-curricular activities such as sport’s 
carnivals, excursions, competitions, retreats and camps. 

2017 College Vice Captain, Nick Thom said Mrs 
Chantler’s determination and commitment to continue 
teaching throughout her illness showed her true character, 
“Her spirit w ill always be w ith me and the College.”

MRS ROBYN CHANTLER
St Mary’s College Students 

farewell Mrs Robyn Chantler.
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On 8 September, the Toowoomba Diocesan Community 
came together to celebrate the life and ministry of Fr Mervyn 
Joesph (Merv) Ziesing. As news of Fr Ziesing’s death broke, 
many took to the Diocese’s Facebook page with memories of 
his wit, wisdom and motorbike with one commenter recalling a 
funny moment of spotting his black motorbike boots under his 
vestments during Mass.

Merv yn Ziesing was born in Adelaide on 30 April, 1925 
to parents Carl and Wilhelmina Ziesing. He had two sisters 
who died young and two brothers who predeceased him. He 
was educated by the Sisters of St Joseph, Marist Bothers and 
Christian Brothers in South Australia. In 1940 he became 
a member of the Christian Brothers Order. As a Christian 
Brother, Br Ziesing was a teacher, superior, headmaster, deputy 
headmaster at many Christian Brother schools across New 
South Wales and Queensland. During this time Br Ziesing 
attained a Batchelor of Arts and Batchelor of Science from the 
Sydney University and a Batchelor of Divinity, Master of Literary 
Studies and Bachelor of Arts from the University of Queensland.

Fr Ziesing was ordained to the Priesthood by Bishop 
Edward Kelly MSC on 11 December, 1991 at St Patrick ’s 
Cathedral Toowoomba. During his years of priestly 
ministr y, Fr Ziesing enjoyed time at Mitchell, Charlev il le, 
Millmerran, Taroom and Wallumbilla Parishes. He retired 
to Lourdes Home in 2010.

In his Words of Remembrance at Fr Ziesing’s Funeral 
Mass, Fr Peter Doohan recalled f irst meeting him as a 
teaching Christian Brother when Fr Doohan attended St 
Brendan’s Yeppoon as a student in the 1960’s. “As a person, 
teaching Christian Brother and Priest , Mer v commanded 
great respect from all who came in contact w ith him. 
When meeting him and ask ing him how he was going, he 
would always respond, dangerously well!”

Fr Doohan went on to recall tales of Fr Ziesing, draw ing 
chuck les from those assembled. He described Fr Ziesing as 
academically gif ted but humble, a prayerful and respectful 
man who was also full of l ife, a practical joker, gentle and 
lov ing w ith an insightful sense of larrik in humour.

FR MERVYN ZIESING

alroe & 
o’sullivans
S O L I C I T O R S

damien alroe PRINCIPAL

Suite 3, 74 Margaret Street, Toowoomba Phone 07 4613 1500
Fax 07 4613 0611 info@alroe.com.au www.alroe.com.au

Handy Hendo

Call me for an obligation-free quote!

REPAIRS • PAINTING 
YARDWORK • DINGOWORK & MORE!

LUKE HENDERSON
Phone: 0428 330 542

Email: tennisunitedluke@yahoo.com
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Three years ago, at the instigation of Sr Elaine Morzone 
and Fr John Quinlan, a group of people from around the 
diocese met in Toowoomba to begin a program run by 
the Institute of Faith Education Brisbane. Twenty people 
participated in various aspects of the program with most 
involved in a range of parish ministries and two also involved 
in the Chaplaincy ministry.  

The purpose of the six modules in the program was to 
extend participants’ knowledge of theology, scripture and 
liturgy. As well, the program aimed to develop the practical 
skills necessary for effective leadership in parish ministry. 
For those who wished to receive an IFE certificate there 
were a range of assignments and practical ministry projects 
to complete. Recently, four people who had completed the 
full course received their certificates: Jennifer Ferguson 
(Our Lady of Lourdes), Bill Allen (Helidon), Patrice Riordan 
(Warwick) and Rosalind Day (Lyra-Wallangarra). Others, 
who completed aspects of the course but did not complete 
all modules, received a certificate that acknowledged their 
participation in and contribution to the program. 

When I started teaching this course, I did not realise how 

much my own spirituality would deepen through sharing 
faith with those who participated. The foundational concept 
on which the course was based was that all reality is sacred 
or sacramental, “because all reality is a visible expression of 
invisible Reality itself, which is God.” Our study of theology, 
scripture and liturgy only make true sense when they are 
grounded in our experience of that reality, and the more 
we are grounded in that reality, the richer the fruits of our 
ministry. The further the journey progressed the more we 
were able to share our growing ability to recognise God’s 
presence at work in our lives, our ministry, and in all creation. 
Good adult faith education is not just about head knowledge 
and developing practical skills, although they are important. 
It is f irst and foremost a journey in faith and all who are a part 
of that journey share in its riches.

A special thank you to all those who have contributed in any 
way to the success of this endeavour: Sr Elaine, Fr John, the staff 
of IFE, Mary Otto and all those who acted as mentors at different 
stages of the program and most especially to the participants. 
The Diocese is enriched by their willingness to contribute to the 
life of their parishes and the wider Church community.

FOUNDATIONS IN LAY 
PASTORAL MINISTRY: 
A JOURNEY IN FAITH TRISH SHEELY

L to R: Trish Sheely, Patrice Riordan 
(Warwick), Ros Day (Wallangarra/Lyra), Bill 

Allen (Helidon), Jenny Ferguson (Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Toowoomba) and Sr Elaine Morzone

REGISTER NOW

ENROLMENTS 
OPEN NOW 
FOR 2018
Applications close 1/12/2017

GET IN TOUCH
For more information 

or to apply contact

Annie Pfe�er
Mobile:  0427 938 191

O�ce:  07 4616 6415

Annie.Pfe�er@health.qld.gov.au

CLINICAL PASTORAL

CARE COURSE

ABOUT US
Pastoral Care is looking for 
Catholics interested in joining 
this vital and special ministry 
as a volunteer.
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In our time, when day by day people are being drawn closer 
together and the ties between different people are becoming 
stronger, the church examines more closely her relationship 
to non-Christian religions. In her task of promoting unity and 
love among people, indeed among nations, she considers above 
all in this declaration what people have in common and what 
draws them to fellowship.’ (Nostra Aetate, n.1)

An important role of our Pastoral Care service is to support 
the faith and spiritual needs of all of our patients and their loved 
ones. This leaves medical staff free to care for their patients’ 
physical needs and gives them the confidence that pastoral 
carers can contact faith leaders in the respective different faith 
traditions to support their patients. This is a service that we as 
pastoral carers provide on a 24/7 basis.

This interfaith service arises from our understanding that 
spiritually caring both recognises and responds to the needs 
of people and families who are experiencing trauma, grief, ill 
health or sadness. Our care of another creates a space through 
listening to the story, reflecting on the feelings experienced, and 
inviting reflection that seeks meaning. This is true for all people, 
irrespective of whether or not they have an explicit commitment 
to a faith tradition. For those people who do embrace a faith 
tradition, we are able to support them through prayer and 
sacrament during these times of crisis in their lives.

In addition to my role in pastoral care, which has Catholic, 
ecumenical and inter-faith elements, I am privileged to 
represent our Diocese on the Toowoomba Interfaith Working 
Group (TIWG). The group consists of faith leaders who meet 
monthly to work towards promoting peace and harmony in 
our Toowoomba community.

Our Pastoral Care team welcomed TIWG members to 
our Nurturing and Education day held at St Bartholomew’s 
Anglican Parish in August. The day was spent exploring 
spiritual care for people of different faith traditions. TIWG 
members shared the unique and meaningful ways their faith 
tradition cares for the sick, the dying and their loved ones. This 
cooperative, constructive and inspiring dialogue is certainly 
growing our shared vision to care for all people of all cultures 
and faiths in our community.

A greater understanding and acceptance is being nurtured 
through the relationship between TIWG and Toowoomba and 
Regional Pastoral Carers who are ministering in Toowoomba 
Hospice, local hospitals and aged care facilities. Creating safe 
places for dialogue and immersing ourselves in authentic 
experiences of one another’s faith helps us overcome ignorance 
and encourages respectful relationships. This relationship is 
also well received by those who, for whatever reason, are in need 
of spiritual care. The trauma of a fatal car accident, a pregnancy 
loss, a terminal illness and the suffering endured from a chronic 
health condition, including mental health diagnoses, all demand a 
holistic approach that cares for mind, body and spirit.

Last month in Paris, UNESCO hosted an International Peace 
Conference and members of TIWG attended. I was privileged 
to be one of these delegates, and I represented our Pastoral Care 
community at this conference. The delegates all shared inspiring 
stories of the variety of ways that efforts are being made to 
create peaceful and harmonious pathways for all people in our 
community. I felt both proud, and grateful for the opportunity to 
share our Toowoomba Pastoral Care journey that seeks to enable 
all people in our Toowoomba and regional health and aged care 
facilities to receive meaningful spiritual care and support.

As a Catholic Pastoral Carer, I am very proud to belong to a 
tradition that embraces other faiths. I conclude this reflection with 
the inspiring words written in 2015 on the 50th anniversary of Nostra 
Aetate by our Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and the 
Bishops’ Commission for Ecumenism and Interreligious Relation:

“We extend to all our sisters and brothers who follow Aboriginal, 
Baha’i, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh and other religions 
and spiritualties our respectful greetings. We extend this greeting 
to those who do not confess any faith and who follow secular and 
humanist traditions. We commit ourselves to work with all of you 
towards mutual understanding and collaboration in together 
building a just, harmonious, multi-religious, multicultural society. 
We make the concluding words of Nostra Aetate our own as we 
urge, ”the Christian faithful to ‘maintain good fellowship among 
nations’ (1 Peter 2:12) and if possible to live for their part in peace 
with all people (see Rom 12:18) so that they may be truly daughters 
and sons of the Father who is in Heaven (see Mt 5:45).

PASTORAL CARE’S JOURNEY 
TOWARDS PEACE AND HARMONY.
NICOLE RANGIIRA Nicole Rangiira speaking at the Nurturing and Education day.
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MARK COPLAND
Australians are called to work for an economy that is 
based on principles of justice and equity – one that is at 
the service of all, particularly the most vulnerable and 
marginalized. That’s the message from the annual Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference Social Justice Statement that 
was launched by Bishop Robert McGuckin in Toowoomba 22 
September.

The event was hosted at Ability Enterprises and Bruce 
Russell, General Manager of Ability Enterprises, spoke to 
the gathered crowd about creating hope and social inclusion 
through employment. The group was also treated to the talents 
of local musician Josh Arnold accompanied by St Anthony’s 
Primary School students.

In the statement, the Bishops point out that although 
Australia has enjoyed a quarter-century of uninterrupted 
growth, the benefits have not been spread evenly. The top 20 
per cent of households have received far greater increases in 
wealth than the poorest 20 per cent and nearly three million 
Australians, including 730,000 children, are living in poverty.

“In Toowoomba we have a number of magnificent examples 
of what an inclusive economy might look like,” stated Dr Mark 
Copland, Executive Officer for the Diocesan Social Justice 
Commission. “Social Enterprises like Ability Enterprises run 
on sound business principles, deliver great service to customers 
and successfully ensure that some of our community’s most 
vulnerable enjoy the dignity of work.”

STATEMENT 
CALLS FOR 
EQUITY IN 
ECONOMY

L to R: Mark Copland, Josh Arnold, Bishop 
Robert McGuckin and Bruce Russell.

Josh Arnold performs with St Anthony’s Primary School Toowoomba students.
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Clients past and present from up to 40 countries, staff, 
volunteers and representatives of Toowoomba’s social 
services gathered to celebrate the relocation of TRAMS 
from their former Neil Street premises on 10 October.

After months of preparation and construction, CatholicCare’s 
Toowoomba Refugee and Migrant Support (TRAMS) Service 
opened the doors of its  new home at “The Shrine”. 

The TR AMS move to CatholicCare Social Services Hub at 
“The Shrine”  ensures that refugees and migrants settling in 
Toowoomba now have even better access to a broader range of 
new and existing support programs under one roof.

Family Futures provided by the Family Relationship Centre 
(FRC) is one such program. Co-designed by Toowoomba’s 
multi-cultural community, this program supports separated 
and separating people from migrant and refugee backgrounds, 
experiencing domestic family violence.

A new initiative is The In-Laws Project, an innovative 
partnership with Toowoomba’s South Sudanese community. 
The project is based on harnessing the respected South 
Sudanese tradition of community-based conciliation to 
deliver culturally appropriate referral pathways and support 
services for South Sudanese women experiencing domestic 
family violence or sexual assault.

For Hannah Belesky, Settlement Coordinator, gaining this 
extra space has been a goal for a few years now.

“Tthis move is so  important for the people  TR AMS serves 

. “In our old building so many things neededto share the same 
space. We were restricted on when classes might run or when 
social groups would get together to avoid crowding. Now 
we have dedicated office space and service delivery space, 
everything has its own permanent home!” said Hannah, “But 
while our location has changed , the heart and culture of 
TR AMS still remains the  same.”

TR AMS now occupies  what was The Shrine Hall, 
the former Diocesan Finance Office, and the courtyard 
space becomes  a safe play area for children. This terrific  
transformation provides TR AMS with two classrooms, a 
large open multipurpose area suitable for social gatherings, 
craft groups and meetings and an enclosed play area which 
can open on to the kitchen to allow for children to participate 
in cooking activities. Clients can now ‘drop in’ to the office 
space which now also provides clients and  case workers with  
privacy when they meet.

To date, TR AMS and its 100-strong annual volunteer base 
has helped over 4, 000 individuals and families to learn or 
improve their English, find somewhere to live, develop new 
skills, find work, get their kids into school and help with their 
homework, learn to drive and use public transport, understand 
our banking and government systems, connect to health and 
mental health services, social and craft groups and provide 
access to information they need to navigate the challenges of 
making a new life in Australia.

spells a
brighter future

For $250 a 
child attends 

Homework Club 
for a year.

All donations of $2 or more 
are tax deductible.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT Call 1300 477 433 or www.catholiccare.services to help

TRAMS ROLLS 
OUT THE 
WELCOME MAT 
AT NEW HOME

TRAMS Staff at the well-attended Opening and Blessing of their new premises
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Confirmation at Goondiwindi

Confirmation at QuilpieFirst Holy Communion at Quilpie

OUR 
CHILDREN’S 
SACRAMENTAL 
JOURNEYS
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Confirmation at Our Lady of Lourdes, Toowoomba

Confirmation at Charleville

Reconciliation at Our Lady of Lourdes, Toowoomba
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My childhood was spent living on fruit farms in the 
Stanthorpe district, and the family moved into town when 
I was attending high school. After graduating, I f illed in a 
few years working at a local gift and jewelry shop until leaving 
home to enter the Carmelite monastery at Ormiston (on 
Brisbane’s bayside) at the age of 23. 

There’s nothing particularly remarkable about my early 
life that would mark me out from a crowd. So how did I end 
up pursuing such an unusual path and becoming a Carmelite 
nun? The bottom line is that I came 
here on invitation from God - which 
is usually termed a ‘call ’ or ‘vocation’. 
I think that rural life gave more space 
for this to happen as it was easy to get 
in touch w ith the natural world, feel 
part of it , and wonder where the life-
force in things: trees and animals... 
comes from? Also, there is a certain 
ty pe of quiet in the country that can 
help a person become ref lective of the 
inner world of thoughts and feelings. 
Well, this was my experience any way. 

I was still in primary school when 
my Mum read a book written by St Teresa of Ávila, the 
16th century Spanish mystic and founder of the Discalced 
Carmelite Order. She became very enthusiastic about the 
way St Teresa talked about prayer as friendship with God. As 
I listened to Mum telling everyone she met about it, I began 
to feel an attraction to the possibility of being a Carmelite 
myself. Hearing about Jesus, and about how it was possible to 
talk to him in my heart anytime/anyplace, I felt at home with 
Him and a friendship began to grow and deepen. Poor Mum: 
when I told her I’d like to be a “St Teresa nun”, she stopped 
telling everyone about her for a while! 

That quiet sense of attraction is what the ‘call ’ felt like for 
me - no high drama! It turned out to be a twelve-year wait 
before actually going to the monastery, but the attraction 
grew w ith the delay - a sign that it was from God and not just 
a childhood whim. 

I began corresponding with the Sisters at Ormiston 
after high school, visiting them or attending their feast day 
celebrations regularly, and never seriously considered any 
other type of future for myself (even though I did at least try 

to think of other options). All the 
same, actually entering the Carmelite 
monastery was a shock to the system. 
It was such an enormous adjustment 
from the life I had known - from the 
weather to the food to the early starts 
and strict timetable and the cultural 
expectations of living in a Religious 
Community. That was the biggest 
adjustment, though one that I was 
glad of: being a committed Christian 
within a secular society had been an 
experience of constantly swimming 
against the tide with very little support. 

But in the monastery it was like wall-to- wall Jesus! We were all 
there for the same ultimate reason, yet it took a while to drop 
my habitual defensiveness about religion! 

Having navigated the period of initial training and 
decision-mak ing, which lasted 7 years for me, I made my 
lifetime commitment in 2001 and have found the life to be 
purposeful and enriching. As a cloistered Community, our 
apostolate is prayer for the good of the whole world. We 
strive to nurture our friendship w ith God in order to make 
our prayer that much more effective in allow ing God to use 
us as a channel of His love and goodness in the world. 

SR MARIE TANIA OSTINI
fiat voluntas tua

thy will be done

in the monastery 
it was like 

wall- to-wall 
Jesus! We were all 
there for the same 
ultimate reason.

L to R: Sr Helen (St George), Sr Theresa Margaret (Wallangarra), 
Sr Marie Tania (Stanthorpe)

SR MARIE TANIA OSTINI IS A 
DISCALCED CARMELITE NUN AT 
THE CARMELITE MONASTERY IN 
ORMISTON, BRISBANE. ORIGINALLY 
FROM STANTHORPE, SHE SENSED 
JESUS’ INVITATION TO LIVE 
THE CONTEMPLATIVE LIFE AT A 
YOUNG AGE AND SO ENTERED 
THE MONASTERY AT AGE 23.
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DR PAT COUGHLAN
The end of another school year is looming quickly. 
Toowoomba Catholic Schools continues to rise to the challenge 
of change and improvement as we work together with families 
and parishes to fulfil our mission of providing high quality 
Catholic Education to 8500 students in our 31 schools. 

Catholic schools are charged with a challenging mission to 
make the Reign of God a reality in the lives of students, staff 
and families. In this endeavour we can never hope to be good 
Catholic schools if we aren’t first and foremost good schools. 

Our schools strive to be exemplary places of learning 
where every student experiences academic success; this 
continued focus on academic excellence is an essential part 
of our Catholic tradition. 

Our schools also support learning within a Catholic 
worldview. Hence our schools must f lourish as exemplary places 

of spiritual life and Catholic faith where every student comes to 
know and experience the loving presence of Jesus in their lives.

We are fortunate, in this endeavour, to have the leadership 
and support of many people in Catholic schools and the 
wider Catholic community. I extend my sincere thanks and 
appreciation to the Bishop, clergy and families for supporting 
this very important and worthwhile work throughout the year. 

I particularly thank the staff in our schools for their 
commitment to this mission. There is no greater inf luence on 
the success of students whilst at school than their teachers, 
capably led by their principal and leadership team. 

Our principals and teachers are ably supported by 
wonderfully dedicated school officers, office, grounds and 
maintenance staff. Catholic Education is indeed a collaborative 
effort. I look forward to continuing this work with you in 2018.

INDIGENOUS STAFF LEARNING FROM EACH OTHER
Towards the end of Term 3, Indigenous staff from 
St  Joseph’s School Tara, St Patrick’s School Mitchell, 
Mary McKillop Catholic College Highfields, St Saviour’s 
Primary School, Downlands College and St Joseph’s 
College Toowoomba attended the Diocese’s second annual 
Indigenous Staff Retreat. 

The purpose of the Retreat was to provide opportunities for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander staff to network, to explore 
cultural knowledge and, most importantly to share effective 
strategies to support staff and students with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander education back at school. 

The program, set in the culturally important Bunya 
Mountains, included an extensive bush walk and talk by the 
local Murri Rangers and cultural work by Peter Mulcahy. 

Participants said of the Retreat…
‘The Retreat is such a good way to develop new ideas to 

take back to school.’

‘Learning more about our culture helps us to grow and to be 
better equipped to help staff and students at our school.’

‘Highlights of the Retreat included learning more about 
culture and the effects of certain historical events and how they 
can influence our families, our students and our communities.’

‘Staff need information to improve the quality of our 
knowledge of culture for our students and to encourage us in 
the teaching of our students.’

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR: CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Dr Pat Coughlan in class with Year 5 students of St Mary’s Warwick.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander staff from Toowoomba 
Catholic schools on retreat at the Bunya Mountains.
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O n 1s t  S e p t e m b e r,  To owo o m b a C a t h o l i c S c h o o l s 
celebrated the Diocesan Feast Day for our patron, Mary of 
the Southern Cross. This title is one of the many given to Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and it is under this title that Mary was 
designated patron of our Diocese in 1999. This Patronal Feast 
is a day on which we especially pray for the whole Toowoomba 
Diocese and recall that it is through the diocese that we are 
brought into communion with the universal Church. As this 
Feast is especially ours, the celebration of Mass on Friday was 
an opportunity to renew our bonds as a diocese.

Bishop Rober t McGuck in presided over the specia l 
Mass, concelebrating w ith Fr Peter Dor f ield. Du r ing 
his Hom i ly, Bishop Rober t remarked that his chosen 
vestments for the Mass depicted the Souther n Cross 

keeping w ith the specia l sig nif icance of the constel lation 
for Austra l ia . Mater Dei Pr imar y School choir led the 
sing ing beautif u l ly, ably led by Ebony Rosier, Vanessa 
Hor ton and A nita McVeig h. A f ter Mass, the a lmost 50 0 
st udents joined together for mor ning tea outside. We were 
blessed w ith per fect weather on the f irst day of Spr ing for 
st udents to share ref reshments on the law n.

Staff and students from 18 of our schools were in attendance, 
many thanks to them for traveling to be a part of this special 
Mass. A special mention of St Maria Goretti School, Inglewood, 
one of our small schools; who not only travelled farthest to be 
there but also had all its students in attendance.

It was a great opportunity to come together and share this 
special day for the whole Diocese.

Diocesan Patron, Mary of the Southern Cross, celebrated 
at a special Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Toowoomba.

DIOCESAN FEAST 
DAY CELEBRATED 
WITH PERFECT 
SPRING DAY

Students and staff from Toowoomba Catholic Schools were 
part of the entertainment for the crowds that were gathered 
at Laurel Bank Park in Toowoomba during the recent 
Carnival of Flowers.

“This was a great opportunity to be a part of the Carnival of 
Flowers and to showcase some of the amazing talent we have 
in our schools and amongst our staff,” said Dr Pat Coughlan, 
Executive Director: Catholic Schools.

Families gathered to take advantage of the free craft 
activities on offer, with many making f loral headbands and 
paper f lower vases.

“Marg Dornbusch from Mater Dei Primary School had 
kindly gathered some volunteers together and the smiles on the 
children’s and parents faces as they made their f loral headbands 
was lovely to see,” said Tracey Flint, Executive Officer from the 
Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office, and MC for the day.

Olivia and Florence, sisters from Mater Dei Primary School, 
had the crowd laughing with their performance poetry and 
for Holly Hutchison, a Year 9 student from Mary MacKillop 
Catholic College it was only her second public solo singing 
performance; and she did a wonderful job.

Maddie Thomas, a Year 8 student from St John’s School, 
Roma, travelled in to perform. A talented young lady, Maddie 
performed several sets singing and playing guitar.

Assistant Principal: Administration from Mary MacKillop 
Catholic College, Brett Rangiira and Libby Rosentreter from 
the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office also performed 
original and cover songs that had the audience tapping their 
toes and singing along.

“We hope to make this an annual event for Toowoomba 
Catholic Schools, and a chance for us to share the gifts of staff and 
students in our schools with our community,” said Dr Coughlan.

STUDENTS AND 
STAFF ENTERTAIN 
CROWDS AT CARNIVAL 
OF FLOWERS

Maddie Thomas, Year 8 at St 
John’s School, Roma performs.
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St Saviour’s College, Toowoomba is buzzing with the 
announcement that Ms Sharon Collins has been appointed 
the new principal. Ms Collins has been acting principal since 
the start of the year.

With broad smiles, school leaders at the College are eager 
to share the news. “Ms Collins knows 
our values, our history and comes to 
our school with great experience and 
networks. She has so many new ideas 
and listens to ours as well. This is helping 
us to share what a great school we have 
with the wider community,” said Lottie 
Beschel

“It is her belief in us all, her strong 
message that we need to have a growth 
mindset. A mindset that is about learning 
and being okay with not getting it right 
the first time; learning from setbacks 
and continually moving forward that is 
helping us to work together to succeed 
even more,” explained Christine Giwar.

“She sets high expectations and talks 
to us about what we have achieved and 
where we need to go to next. She has 
time for everyone and is interested in us 
all achieving,” said Gabrielle Woodcock.

With her own education and a family history of siblings 
attending the College from 1977 to 2000, Ms Collins sees the 
school as a part of her foundational story and is proud to be 
leading it into the future.

“My seven sisters, and three of my sister-in-laws attended 
St Saviour’s College, along w ith many of my life-long friends. 
We were all taught to be women for others. Women who 
pursued excellence and took advantage of opportunities 
presented to us, who would go on to be game changers 

through service to others. Many of us 
have forged highly successful careers 
across a number of professions, but still 
manage to make time to ensure that 
we are being of service to our family, 
friends and the w ider community,” 
said Ms Collins.

Ms Collins went on to explain that 
empowering young women will be her 
focus as principal. Through quality 
teaching and vocational education 
pathways, the College will enable 
students to strive for academic success 
and channel their gifts.

“It is also about giving them 
opportunities to engage with their 
community; to be of service for the 
greater good. I can’t do this alone, it is 
the commitment of staff and parents 
that are the enablers; partnering with 
them is what ensures we provide the 

best education for all of the girls,” added Ms Collins.
St Saviour’s College is an all-girls school, providing day 

and boarding options for Years 7 to 12.

FORMER STUDENT PROUDLY 
TAKING ON PRINCIPALSHIP 
AT ST SAVIOUR’S COLLEGE

“It is her belief in 
us all, her strong 
message that we 

need to have a 
growth mindset... 

learning from 
setbacks and 

continually moving 
forward that is 

helping us to work 
together to succeed 

even more,”

LtoR Christine Giwar, Ms Sharon Collins, Gabrielle Woodcock and Lottie Beschel.
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On 17 October, the annual Year 12 Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Graduation Mass for Toowoomba Catholic 
Schools was held at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Toowoomba. 
Forty-five Indigenous students completed Year 12 across the 
diocese, with thirty-seven attending this special Mass.

Mass was concelebrated by Frs Peter Dorfield, Hal Ranger 
and Kerry Costigan, with local councillors, Elders, schools and 
community in attendance. Students were the proud recipients 
of a commemorative medal and sash to mark the occasion. The 
Mass was made extra special with Elder Maureen McKellar and 
her daughter Dr Raelene Ward both addressing the students. 
Indigenous students from all colleges played roles in the Mass, 
with a highlight being the very talented Jada Dennison from 
YCLC playing guitar and sing her own composition, “All You 
Have to do is Pray” after Communion. 

The day was a wonderful success with schools and 
community coming together to celebrate this important 
milestone in students’ lives. Education Officer for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Education, Jennifer Wills said, “It 
is important to celebrate this occasion, to acknowledge the 
hard work of the students, families and schools and to give 
the students our blessings for their future. Recent national 
data shows the retention rate of full-time Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander students from Years 7 to Year 12 was 
55% compared with 83% for other students, so this is a real 
achievement to celebrate for our Year 12 graduates and we 
wish them all the best for the future.”

MASS FOR ABORIGINAL 
AND TORRES STRAIT 
ISLANDER YEAR 12 
GRADUATION

2017 Graduating Class.

Jada Dennison performing her own song, All You Have to do is Pray.
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and 
society in 
religion.

Ashley 
ACU graduate

Explore 
religion in 

society
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Study theology 
yourfuture.acu.edu.au

The MPST is: 
• ideal for teachers, leaders and staff in 

Catholic education, as well as those 
working in Catholic and other Church-
based organisations, including health 
care, aged care, and social services, 
seeking a deeper level of engagement 
with theology 

• specifically designed for professionals 
who may complete the program in 1.5 
years (full-time or part-time equivalent) 

• offered via multiple entry points, with 
recognition for professional experience 
and prior learning. We provide 80 and 
40 credit point (cp) pathways, if you have 
relevant postgraduate qualifications*.

For Catholic education professionals, 
the opportunity to strengthen your ca-
pacity to enhance the Catholic identity 
of your current setting is a highlight. Our 
programs support you to address the 
needs of students and staff by exploring 
contextual approaches to theology and 
scripture, potentially transforming reli-
gious education. We offer spaced-learn-
ing units conducted locally, study tours, 
residential intensives and opportunities 
for face-to-face engagement with inter-
national and local thinkers in Catholic 
identit y and contextual theolog y.

*eligibility criteria applies

ACU Advertising Feature.

LOOKING TO LEAD? LOOK TO ACU

Dr Archard, ACU graduate, school principal

THE MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES IN THEOLOGY (MPST) IS DESIGNED TO STRENGTHEN THE 

CAPACITY OF PROFESSIONALS TO LEAD AND ENGAGE SPECIFICALLY WITHIN A CATHOLIC CONTEXT.

Horizons 25

EDUCATION



St Joseph’s School , Chinchilla staf f were up and at it ver y 
early on the Friday morning before Father’s Day, sizzling 
bacon , f lipping eg gs and buttering buns! 2017 is the third 
year that Joey’s has prov ided break fast for the male role 
models in our student’s lives. It is a task that we are more 
than happy to take on. Each year we enjoy a huge attendance 
of dads, granddads, step dads and children, keen to share a 
meal, a chat and toss a foot y together. Fr Gonzalo was also 
on hand to gather us in prayer and thanksgiv ing for the gift 
of family. How blessed we are to have such amazing support 
for this annual event. We are grateful for the wonderful 
people in our students’ lives who nurture and support them 
on their life and faith journey. Being a father, being a role 
model, is a job that comes w ith big shoes and hearts to f il l. 
Saint Joseph of Nazareth, the lov ing and humble guardian 
of the Holy Family, is the f inest example of self lessness and 
gracious acceptance of one of the most important roles a 

person could aspire to have – being a parent. Thanks dads!
Congratulations to t wo of our Year 6 students, Til lee 

Smith and Maggie Maclean, for the amazing effort they 
have put in to raise funds for the Cystic Fibrosis (CF) 
Foundation. In the spirit of Mar y MacK illop, they saw a 
need and decided to do something about it! Each Monday 
of Term Three, they ran a craf t activ it y where, for a gold 
coin donation, students could make t wo paper roses: one 
to keep and one for Joey’s 65 roses (Cystic Fibrosis) display. 
The student who made the 65th rose won a box of Cadbur y 
Rose chocolates. Using the paper roses the girls created a 
poster and on 6 October, travelled to Brisbane to present 
the total sum of funds raised to CF staff at Lady Cilento 
Children’s Hospital. The poster w ill now be on show for 
v isitors and staff to enjoy! Thank you to the students, 
staff and families who supported the girls in this worthy 
fundraising venture. 

ELECTRICAL SAFETY SPARKS CREATIVITY FOR JOSH
SALLY YIN
Sacred Heart Primary School, Toowoomba, celebrated 
the recent achievement of Josh Ringelstein, one of three 
winners of the Ergon Energ y Safety Heroes competition.

Sacred Heart took part in the Safety Heroes program from 
Ergon Energy, which aims to teach primary school students 
about electricity and safe practices around electrical 
equipment. Our Grade 6 students work through the program 
as part of their science unit.

The recent competition required students to come up with 
new names for the three mascot characters for the program. 
Josh invented the character Electro Ethan, a strong, brave 
character who uses his initiative and always acts safely 
around electrical equipment. 

Josh was awarded a most generous prize during Electrical 
Safety Week in September by a representative from Ergon.

GIVING THANKS AND 
SPREADING JOY DEONNE CROWE

Enjoying breakky and a game for Father’s DayL to R: Tillie Smith and Magdalene Maclean.

L to R:  Representing Ergon Energy, Matt Pearson,  
Josh Ringelstein and teacher Charlie Barrett.
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On 26 September, twelve senior students together with 
six staff and one parent from Our Lady of the Southern 
Cross College, Dalby, set off on a life changing Immersion 
Tour to Nepal. The 11 day tour organised through Hands of 
Development and led by Stephanie Woollard, an Australian 
social entrepreneur, responsible for founding aid organization 
Seven Women in Kathmandu.

The focus of the program was to open the hearts and minds 
of the students to the difficulties faced by millions of people 
around the globe, developing their social conscience to find 
ways to help. Through their cultural experiences, school visits 
and time spent at welfare organisations in Nepal, the staff and 
students feel they now have a deeper understanding of social and 
economic issues in third world countries, particularly Nepal. 
Many of the students commented on their new found gratitude 
for education, their supportive families and the safe community 
in which they live, things they often took for granted.

The staff and students in the group dedicated time to 
completing a number of projects at the Seven Women Centre 
in Kathmandu, including creating a world map wall mural 
and a large artwork on the exterior wall of the building. Time 
was also spent working with the Nepali teachers on planning 
and implementing their literacy and numeracy lessons in 
the outlying villages. Guidance was also given on sewing, 
drafting and pattern making, as Seven Women create a range 
of clothes, toys and accessories to sell worldwide. The many 
talents and gifts of the students and staff were shared with 

the Nepali women with both parties benefitting and being 
richer as a result. 

While in Nepal, the group also visited local villages seeing 
firsthand how Nepali families live and the struggles they face 
every day. They also visited two schools, NAG School and Amrit 
School and enjoyed the interaction with the young children 
while experiencing a classroom very different to the ones we are 
accustomed to in Australia. A visit to the Fred Hollows Centre 
showed how this dedicated and committed Australian man 
helped restore vision in so many people in Nepal. The group got 
to watch an operation from behind a glass barrier, an eyewitness 
experience of how cataract blindness can be avoided. 

The group also had the opportunity to be tourists, enjoying 
visits to local temples to learn about the history, culture and 
religion of local people, bartering in the market places while 
shopping for souvenirs and participating in an art class in 
Bhaktapur. Some of the students remarked on their new found 
love of basic home cooking after eating many curries, while 
some swore they will never eat curry again!

During the 11 days in Nepal, the group experienced life in a 
third world country where just under half of the population lives 
below the poverty line. The experience brought about the reality 
that as citizens of Australia, we really are so lucky. Due to the life 
changing effect the trip had on the students and the amazing 
opportunity they had to help people at Seven Women, it is 
hoped that the Nepal Immersion Tour will become an annual 
trip for College students in the future.

NEPAL IMMERSION 
OPENS HEARTS 
AND MINDS ANDREA GORMLEY 

AND SARAH LILBURNE

Dalby students interacting with 
students at Amrit and NAG school.
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Over 3 days in October, St Patricks School St George 
participated in a School Review under a new format from 
previous years. The purpose of the review, which happens 
every 5 years, is to engage the whole school community in an 
appreciation of the value and effectiveness of self-ref lection 
and continual renewal. The main focus was on the quality of 
teaching and learning at the school.

A group of education professionals and Toowoomba 
Catholic Schools Office staff spent three days at the school 
interviewing the Principal, Leadership team, teachers, 
parents/caregivers, School Officers, other support staff and 
the Parish Priest. The team conducting the review were Mr 

Norm Hunter, independent consultant, Mr Jim Midgley, 
Director of Teaching and Learning TSCO, Mrs Suzanne 
Cavanagh, Mr Paul Murphy, Mr John Coman, SELs, Mr Gerard 
Hore, Director of Mission and Identity and Mr Brett Pollard, 
Principal of St Mary’s School, Goondiwindi.

After conducting interviews, the team shared the outcomes 
with the Principal and Leadership team and suggested 
recommendations to them. These recommendations will 
form the basis of the School Strategic Plan for the next 5 years.

It was a wonderful, invigorating experience to be a part of 
the review and we are all looking forward to implementing 
the recommendations to help make our school even better.

ST GEORGE LOOKS BACK 
TO LOOK FORWARD MAJELLA MORRIS

L to R Front: Brendan Redinger, Suzanne Cavanagh and Jim Midgley. L to R Back: Gerard Hore, Paul Murphy, Norm Hunter, Brett Pollard and John Coman.

St Mary’s School
living out Christian values each day
Using Jesus as our Compass

163 Palmerin St, Warwick Q 4370  phone 07 4661 1872
email smwarwick@twb.catholic.edu.au

w w w . s m w a r w i c k . c a t h o l i c . e d u . a u
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STUDENTS BRING A SPLASH OF COLOUR TO FUNDRAISING
TRACEY CULLINAN
Year 7 students at St Joseph’s School Stanthorpe recently 
held their Pastoral Care fundraising event, which went 
from bland to grand this year by adding a splash of colour.

The last day of any term always emanates excitement and 
enthusiasm, from teachers and students alike. But when 
the day also promises coloured paint, water fights and an 
inf latable obstacle course the day is guaranteed to be a winner.

The Year 7 Students, with support of PC Teachers Ms 
Tracey Cullinan and Mr Andrew Barker, coordinated the 
CUA Colour Fun Run to raise funds for Granite Belt Support 
Services, QISSN/Confraternity 2018 and resourcing for both 
school campuses.

Students sought donations from family and friends, and 
created online profile pages to earn reward prizes according 
to the amount of money raised.

The course was made up of a giant slide, water pistol 

fights, climbing ropes and colour bombs with 100’s of litres 
of coloured paints and powders. The addition of a 400 metre 
inf latable obstacle course from ‘Big Fun’ in Brisbane certainly 
kept the students’ adrenaline pumping. Year 7 students ran a 
range of mini activities, including teacher knock ems, egg and 
spoon races and dodgeball, to keep the school spirit racing.

Massive thanks for the Community assistance given by 
Stanthorpe Police, with James Ellis playing Disc Jockey for the 
afternoon and Chris and Jen Wren keeping the students wet 
with the Ballandean Rural Firefighting Truck.

An impressive fundraising total of over $15,000 has been 
collected by the students.

This is the first time that St Joseph’s School has taken 
part in the CUA Fun Run, but judging from the tremendous 
fundraising efforts made by students, and the wide smiles on 
the faces of those who took part, this will not be the last.

MEGAN MAHONEY 
Teen Vinnies, Stanthorpe have been busy in the community. 
Members of the group assisted with badge making and 
lantern assembling at the annual Light the Night Leukaemia 
Fundraiser held on Quart Pot Creek. Students assisted the 
children in making badges to wear, as well as participating 
in the walk later that evening. With lanterns lit and a rising 
moon, students were able to appreciate the significance of 
this event for many in our community.

Teen Vinnies were also able to offer their time and service 
to assist with the 90th Anniversary of the Knights of the 
Southern Cross, a group of Catholic laymen who serve the 
wider community and those in need. Students were responsible 
for setting the tables, preparing and serving meals, clearing 
and washing up, as well as packing up. It provided a wonderful 
opportunity for our members to provide assistance to members 
of our parish, and they received many compliments and 
gratitude for their participation and contribution to this event.

Our Teen Vinnies group continues to seek opportunities to 
serve and support the school and wider community. The next 
major event will be the annual Christmas Appeal. We look 
forward to once again, receiving a wonderful response as we 
help the needy during the festive season.

Tired but happy Colour Fun Run participants.

L to R: Bridgette Kay, Danielle Musumeci, Lara Beckett and Tiana Bray.

TEEN VINNIES LENDS A HAND
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It’s been a busy time at St Mary’s School, Charleville. 
It  began with our celebration of the Feast of the Assumption 
which is our school patron. From the youngest to the eldest 
our children made it a celebration to remember. 

This was followed by Year 6 students joining with their 
counterparts at Sacred Heart School, Cunnamulla for the 
annual trip to Sydney and Canberra. St Mary’s students 
were fortunate to have a visit from Sr Margaret Anderson, a 
Josephite Sister in Quilpie, who was able to talk to them about 
St Mary Mackillop and explain what they would be able to see 
at the Mackillop Centre in Sydney. While they were in Sydney 
students were also able to take a cruise on the harbour. From 
there they made their way to Canberra where they were able 
to see the workings of government, Questacon, the science 
centre and the war museum to name a few destinations. One 
of the highlights was tobogganing in the snow at Mt Thredbo. 
It was a very tired bunch of teachers, parents and students 
who returned home at the end of the week.

They had hardly returned from Canberra when it was 
time to visit the Charleville State High for their transition 
day. Here they were joined with the Year 6s from the State 
Schools at Charleville, Augathella, Morven and Wyandra for 
a great day of activities to introduce them to the complexity 
of secondary school life. It was also a great opportunity to 
meet up with former St Mary’s students who were able to take 
them under their wing.

Book week was the next highlight on the calendar. Both 
teachers and children took great delight in dressing up as a 
character out of their favourite book. Different characters 
were seen walking around the school!

Then came the Charleville Performing Arts Festival the 
children performed in the verse speaking, singing, dancing 
and musical instruments sections. St Mary’s was very proud 
to receive a f irst, a third, and a highly commended in the 
verse speaking sections.

WHO SAID SCHOOL 
IS BORING SR ELIZABETH O’KEEFFE

Combined 
Charleville and 
Cunnamulla 
Year 6 Trip.

NEW LEARNING SPACE BRINGS INSIDE OUTSIDE
KATHLEEN DOHERTY

St Anthony’s Primary School Toowoomba has a new 
outdoor learning area and garden attached to the school 
Library thanks to the hard work and dedication of the P&F. 
The new area was opened as part of our celebrations of Book 
Week in August. The outdoor area is an extension of our 
existing Library and will be used by students to read and do 
activities in the sunshine. Our Librarian Mrs Jan Watkins and 
Library School Officer Mrs Holly Roche have collaborated 
with the P&F President Ms An Van Cauwenberge, Year 5/6 
teacher Miss Alice Cavanagh and School Maintenance 
person, Mr Richard Reading, co-opting members of the wider 
community to help with the physical labour involved, to build 
our garden and outdoor area. It is a beautiful addition to 
our school facilities. In his address, Principal Mr Paul Ryan 
commented, “Our new outdoor area is a visible sign of the 

priority that we place on the promotion of reading here at 
St Anthony’s.” The first formal event in the Library garden was 
held during Outdoor Classroom day in September.

L to R: Dressed for Book Week Jaydon Leonard, Fletcher 
Cole, Will Searle, Aidan Diprose and Clovelly Leonard.
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where your heart
finds its  home
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TOOWOOMBA  QUEENSLAND  AUSTRALIA

Downlands College

The school of choice for students
With so many academic and 
co-curricular choices, more 

and more students are choosing 
a Downlands education. 

Book your personal tour on 4690 9500  
and discover Downlands today!

On 18th August over 370 grandparents joined their 
grandchildren at Downlands College, accompanying 
them to class and then enjoying lunch and a concert in 
the Graham Centre.

Each year, grandparents make the pilgrimage to 
Downlands for Grandparents Day, with many travelling vast 
distances. This year the College welcomed grandparents from 
as far away as New Zealand and South Africa.

“There is a lot of wisdom in this room,” said Mr Tim Morrison, 
Deputy Principal – Pastoral Care, “You are so very welcome to 
join us here and you can tell how excited the students are to 
be able to share our school with you”. Prizes were given to the 
oldest and youngest grandparent, the grandparents with the 
most grandchildren at the school and to the grandparent who 

had attended for the highest number of consecutive years.
Holly-Ann and Alan Rutherfoord travelled from Brisbane 

to attend their first Grandparents Day with their grandson, 
Year 5 student Oliver Rutherfoord. “It has been such a pleasure 
to attend class and to see what my grandson is learning”, 
Mrs Holly-Ann Rutherfoord said.

Downlands was also very happy to welcome back 13 Past 
Students whose grandchildren now attend the College.

During the past 10 years, Past Student Mr John Perry (48-51) 
and his wife Yvonne, have attended Grandparents Day with five 
of their grandchildren. This year they enjoyed the event with 
their grandchildren Alistair Mims, Year 10 and Madison Mims, 
Year 12. “It’s always great to come back”, Mr John Perry said. “And 
to be welcomed on a huge day like this makes me very proud”.

GRANDPARENTS DAY AT 
DOWNLANDS COLLEGE

L to R: John Perry with grandson Alistair Mims.
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Towards the end of term as the country became more and 
more parched, a mob of up to 20 emus chose the St Finbarr’s 
School Quilpie as their new habitat. The watering system 
for the school grounds created an oasis of green grass and 
pools of water. The emus have acclimatised to the school’s 
comings and goings and retire to the far end of the grounds 
at playtime. They also include the surrounds of St Finbarr’s 
Church in their meanderings, much to the delight of tourists 
busily snapping 20 emus processing around the Church. 

Students from St Finbarr’s had been counting down the 
days to the second last Friday of the term as they were to travel 

to Eromanga (100kms or so further west) to visit the Eromanga 
Natural History Museum. It was a very interesting day for our 
students, who were also joined by students from Eromanga 
and Thargomindah State Schools. Students engaged in 
palaeontology and natural history related activities, learning 
about how dinosaur bones are discovered, recovered, cleaned 
and preserved. They experienced first hand some of the many 
skills needed to study the bones. 

Now that we are back at school, we are preparing for our 
Fete and the many activities leading up to our end of year 
celebrations.

QUILPIE GETS UP 
CLOSE TO NATURE
SR MARGARET ANDERSEN

Emus make themselves at home in 
the St Finbarr’s School grounds.
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SCIENCE MEETS 
RECYCLING CHALLENGE
St. Monica’s School Oakey joined in the celebration of 
science and technolog y during National Science Week. 
Students from Prep to Year 6 were given the challenge of 
creating an object with motion, using recycled materials. The 
object could take any form but had to use renewable energy.

Many students were keen to take up the challenge and 
presented some fantastic ideas. There were a variety of objects 
created by students including waterwheels, boats, hovercrafts, 
cars, rockets, cannons and kites just to mention a few. Parents 
were encouraged to share their ideas and knowledge with 
their children as a way of passing on knowledge during 
quality family time. Students were expected to be able to 
explain the process of how the object was built and the science 
underpinning its motion. Dr. Hamerli (Year 5 Teacher) had 
the difficult task of selecting winners for each category.  

After such an exciting and successful learning experience, 
everyone is keen to meet the next challenge in 2018.

St Monica’s School Oakey students and staff began 
Term 4 by developing a greater understanding or our 
cultural heritage. Students from Prep to Year 6 engaged 
in activities on Australian history through ‘Educultural 
Healing Practices’. What better way to learn history than to 
experience the culture and traditions of the First Australians, 
the traditional custodians of this land?

After acknowledging the traditional custodians of this land 
the whole school was treated to the Burralga Dance by Winangali 
Infusion. Students in five Totem Groups, Burralga (Brolga), 
Gugurrgaga (Kookaburra), Bin.Guwi (Coolamon), Dhulu (Tree) 
and Bagaay (River) then proceeded to engage in half hour 
educational activities such as Speaking ‘Gamilaraay’, tracking, 
land connection, ochre, song and dance/burralga, and food and 

hunting. After lunch students gathered on the oval to engage in 
traditional dances. As a concluding activity, Indigenous students 
from St Monica’s led us in a liturgy of healing.

Students now have a better understanding of Indigenous 
culture, but there is always more to learn. We are responsible for 
taking care of where we live and for sharing all the wonders that 
abound. The traditional custodians cared for and respected 
the land for over 50 000 years. It is our turn to share that 
responsibility. Who better to learn stewardship from than the 
people who know this land? As Lord Acton declared: “History 
is not the burden of a memory but an illumination of the soul.”

A specia l tha n k s to Jen n i fer,  Joshua , Buddy, Ja may ne, 
Ty, Kobe a nd A n n-Ma r ie w ho ma de the act iv it ies come 
to l i fe for us.

DANCE AND 
ACTIVITIES 
BRING 
INDIGENOUS 
HISTORY 
ALIVE

L to R: Buddy, Principal Roland Poulton, Jamayne, Ty, Josh. Front: Kobe, at St Monica’s Educultural Healing Practices.

Jashan Sachdeva getting creative
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Since 2006, the choral program at St Ursula’s College, 
Toowoomba has benefitted enormously from the guidance 
of Michelle Leonard OAM, the co-founder of Moorambilla 
Voices. Through this organisation, which was recently 
awarded the 2017 APR A AMCOS Award for Excellence in 
Music Education, Michelle visits almost 100 schools and 
auditions more than 3500 students to find those students with 
most potential. 

Five students from St Ursula’s College, were offered the 
opportunity to attend and experience the artistic excellence 
that is Moorambilla Voices.

The girls were members of the 100 strong MAXed OUT 
Company (for secondary school aged students) and tenacity 
was certainly required! Over two separate weeks, students 
worked with some of the very best instrumentalists, vocalists, 
conductors, composers and choreographers that our country 

has to offer. The students not only worked directly with 
Michelle, but also with members of the Song Company, Kevin 
Baker (composer), Jacob Williams (choreographer - Queensland 
Ballet), Ryugi Hamada and Ian Cleworth (Founder and Artistic 
Director) from Taikoz, and members of the Australian World 
Orchestra. This intensive process culminated in three Gala 
performances held at the Dubbo Regional Theatre. 

The students were inspired to excel through listening to and 
learning from outstanding national practitioners. In addition, 
the expectation that each of them would perform in areas 
outside of their area of preference unearthed strengths of which 
they were unaware. It was the concentration of all of these art 
forms, and the very clear expectations in the Moorambilla 
Voices context that, ‘you can and you will’ reach a very high 
bar, and in a very short time, that set this experience apart. Our 
girls certainly reached that very high bar.

STUDENTS EXPLORE AND EXPERIENCE 
MULTIFAITH HOSPITALITY
In Aug ust , 16 students f rom Year 10 at St Ursula’s College 
Toowoomba participated in a wonderf ul excursion , 
desig ned for students in high school f rom across 
Toowoomba , which aimed to inform young people 
about the various faith t raditions in our communit y.

The program started at Middle Ridge Uniting Church 
where the students listened to an overview of the Bible and 
ref lected on what a perfect world would look like. They then 
took part in a ritual using polished white and black stones. 
They laid the black stones, representing those parts of our 
lives in which they sought forgiveness, at the foot of the 
cross. Students then took a shiny white stone, representing 
the perfect grace of Christ and took these away w ith them. 
The activities were followed by a delicious morning tea, 
prepared by some of the congregation.

Next stop was Pure Land Learning College where the 
students completed an interactive quiz in their resource 
centre, experienced a soothing Buddhist walking meditation 
and heard about Buddhism from a youth perspective. The 
vegetarian lunch provided for the students was amazing, 

with a wide array of meatless 
dishes on offer. Most of the 
fresh produce came from 
the gardens at the Centre or 
from the plot at Highfields 
owned by the Centre.

Lastly, the students 
v isited the Garden Cit y 
Mosque where they l istened 
to a shor t over v iew of the 
principles of Islam and an 
address by a young Muslim 
woman f rom another 
Toowoomba school. She 
spoke exceptionally well and her positive words had a 
g reat impact on our students. We then had g reat time 
dressing up in trad itional Midd le Eastern clothing. This 
excursion was a most wor thwhile ex perience which 
hopef u lly planted the seeds of relig ious tolerance and 
understand ing in al l those involved. 

L to R: Emma Baillie, Eve Beattie-Zarb, Brianna Butters, Greta Dwan and Alice Schumacher.

TALENT SHINES AT 
MOORAMBILLA VOICES
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YEAR 8 CAMP
TEGAN WOODBRIDGE
T he year 8s , other wise known as ‘sur vivors’, gathered 
at A ssumpt ion College War wick to embark on the 
Kokoda Sur vival Camp in Se ptember.  Rubbish ba gs f u l l , 
hats and water bot tles nearby, they were u naware of the 
excitement and cha l lenges they were about to face. The 
bus tr ip was f u l l of anticipation w ith the st udents ask ing 
a range of questions about what they were to ex per ience 
on camp, on ly to be responded w ith WA S, “Wait and See”. 
W hen we got to camp, st udents lug ged their lu x u r ious 
r ubbish ba gs dow n a hi l l to repack their back pack s, 
ready to trek to their campsites and activ ities. The nex t 4 

days were jam packed w ith hig h rope courses, f ly ing fox , 
canoeing , the g iant sw ing , abseil ing and team build ing 
games. The excitement continued when tents f lew away but 
the students ral l ied around to secure their ow n and other 
g roup’s tents. On the last nig ht of sur v ival, al l four g roups 
united hav ing a shared d inner. They conversed about their 
camp ex periences and star ted to create l i fe long memories 
that w il l be shared into the f uture. Need less to say, the bus 
trip on the way home was much more mellow as ever y par t 
of energ y and excitement was used w ithin their Camp 
Kokoda ex perience.

YEAR 11 CAMP
MATTHEW HOWARTH
In September year 11 students embarked on their annual 
leadership retreat to Alex Park at Alexandra Heads. The 
weather was unusually warm, but it lent itself to some fun beach 
activities and swimming on arrival.

On the first morning at 6am, Mr Bell and Mr Howarth took 
eager students for some early morning exercise, with the students 
who participated being surprisingly spritely for that time of the 
morning. The students were split into 2 groups for the camp. Group 
1 participated in Team Leadership Activities on the first morning 
session, whilst Group 2 went to the beach to do some body boarding.

The second day saw students trying to maximize their sleep, 
with a few late arrivals to breakfast. Another hearty breakfast 
resulted in students being energized and ready to take on the 
challenges of a new day. Group 1 took on the climbing wall and 
the pamper pole in the morning session, while Group 2 worked 
on team development and leadership activities. There was a bit 

of a chill in the air which was welcomed by each group as they 
continued to undertake some vigorous physical activity.

In the afternoon, both the boys and girls put their creative 
energies on display as they used various materials to prepare for 
the “Black and White” formal dinner. Partners’ were picked at 
random, with the boys being responsible to act like true gentlemen 
and to display chivalry towards their assigned partner. Mid-
afternoon, students had an opportunity to go to the beach again. 
The off shore wind created some of the best wave conditions for 
the week, which gave the students and Mr Bell and Mr Howarth an 
opportunity to do some body surfing. 

Overall, the Year 11 Leadership camp was a wonderful 
success and a fantastic experience for every student who 
attended. It also gave great insight into the great bunch of 
students who will take up leadership of the school in 2018 for 
their final year at Assumption College.

PHYSICAL 
CHALLENGE  
FOR ASSUMPTION 
COLLEGE 
STUDENTSYear 8 Camp.
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For the 2017 Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers, the St 
Patrick’s Cathedral Floral Display set out to create 
a place of peace in the midst of our troubled world. 
The display, celebrating its 10th year, drew on the 
theme of peace. Tourists, locals and parishioners alike 
were invited to take in the beauty of the f lowers and 
creative gifts of the f loral artists in the gentle soaring 
space of the Cathedral.

The Flowers to Impress School of Floristry with 
their master f lorist Debbie Birach-Mayer provided 
stunning arrangements on each of the pillars in the 
central part of the Cathedral. The old pulpit, so often a 
place of proclaiming God’s word of hope, was dressed 
in similar fashion.

Janelle and Michael Petrie and their team of 
friendly helpers, were responsible once again for the 
arrangements in the sanctuary area around the Main 
Altar, the Sacred Heart Altar and the Marian Altar, 
the Baptismal Font, Father Fouhy’s grave, and several 
other displays throughout the Cathedral. This year’s 
display featured a new area, the Mercy Chapel off to 
the right of the Sanctuary. 

Other church groups and schools provided creative 
displays in the eastern aisle. St Mary’s College, St Pat’s 
Ladies Friendship Group, St Saviour’s Primary School, 
St Anthony’s Parish, St Saviour’s College, Young 
Catholics, the Catholic Schools Office and the Diocese 
all created their own little space of peace. 

The display was opened by Bishop Robert 
McGuckin on Thursday 14 September at a gathering 
of participants and Cathedral staff.  The f lowers 
remained on display until the following Wednesday.

FLORAL DISPLAY 
TRANSFORMS CATHEDRAL

Bishop Robert McGuckin declares the 2018 Floral Display open.

The Mercy Chapel.
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CROW’S NEST CELEBRATES BAPTISMS 
AND WELCOMES YOUNG PEOPLE
MARGARET FOWLER
Baptisms are once again to the fore in our little parish, 
with three families celebrating the Sacrament recently.

Sophie Ann Wann, daughter of Justin and Sara, was 
baptised during Mass at St Matthew’s Church in May. Sophie’s 
Godparents were Kate Lindsay and Wayne Donovan. 

In September, brother and sister, Eligh Andrew Frost and 
Grace Joan Frost, children of Brian and Anna were welcomed 
into God’s family at St Matthew’s Church with their family, 
Godparents Joan Kruger and Michael Kruger, and friends and 
parishioners celebrating the event.

In October Emily Charlotte Castle, second daughter of 
Stephen and Renee, was baptised during Mass at St Matthew’s 

Church. Emily’s Godparents were Luke Parsons and Maddison 
Gerber. A gathering of family and friends celebrated Emily’s 
Baptism in the Parish Centre.

Fr. Dave O’Connor off iciated at all these Baptisms for 
which Mary June Littleton had prepared the families prior 
to the Sacrament. 

Members of the Girl’s Brigade and Boy’s Brigade and their 
Leaders made their Annual Church Parade visit to St Matthew’s 
for Mass on Sunday 8 October. Local churches enjoy an annual 
visit to their Sunday Service from these happy young people. After 
Mass our visitors were able to join in the usual Second Sunday 
Cuppa where refreshments and a chat were enjoyed by all.

ELLEN MOROSINI
Despite the torrential rain over the weekend the Rosary in 
the Park went ahead and as anticipated by the faithful there 
was no rain between 2pm and 4pm on Saturday at Queens 
Park. A good crowd of about 100 participated in saying the 20 
decades of the Rosary, 10 of them in different languages and 
one by a group of children. It was inspiring listening to the Hail 
Mary being said by a lady from Papua New Guinea, a man from 
Croatia, a man from Germany, a husband and wife from Egypt, 
a lady from Lebanon among others – a true testament to the 

universality of the Catholic Church.
This is a yearly event in October to honour Our Holy Mother 

Mary. It is held in many cities throughout Australia as well as 
around the world and this year it had a special significance 
being the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady to 
the shepherd children in Fatima, Portugal. 

This is the fourth year the event has been held in 
Toowoomba and the organisers are look ing for ward to 
holding it again nex t year.

A BREAK IN THE CLOUDS 
FOR ROSARY IN THE PARK

Participants at Rosary in the Park. Photo by Ivan Basanovic.
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Saying goodbye is never easy. At McGrath  
Funerals we can help you make this journey…

Term 3 at Our Lady of Lourdes School Toowoomba was a busy 
one. We celebrated Catholic Education Week by considering 
Sharing the Lourdes Way on our Faith Journey. The Prep to 
Year 3 celebrated a Mass on St Mary of the Cross Mackillop on 
8 August and the Year 4-6 children joined with the parish to 
celebrate the Feast of the Assumption on 15 August. 

The children of Prep – 3 were involved in “Celebrating the 
Early Years” on 12 September with the theme “One dot in a Grand 
Mosaic.” The children began with a special prayer celebrating 
how each one of us is an extra special dot in the grand mosaic of 
creation. The children then went on to make dot biscuits, paint 
dot paintings, create dot masks, complete box construction, 

play games, dress up and generally enjoy being fabulous kids!
Term 4 began with our Parish Family Mass on 15 October 

where each of the Parish Family Mass congregations gathered 
at the 9:30am Sunday Mass. This year the Parish Family Mass 
was inspired by a quote from St Mother Teresa of Calcutta : 
“Every time you smile at someone it is an action of love, a gift to 
that person, a beautiful thing. Peace begins with a smile.”

The children of the school prepared a mural for the wall of the 
church to encourage us all to share a smile with all we meet. Our 
talented parish musicians led us in song, Fr John Quinlan inspired 
us with his ever thoughtful homily, we shared the Eucharist and 
then afterwards it was time for morning tea and socialising.

L to R: Thomas, Rylan, Olivia, Gretta, Tameka, Claire and Janice Moore.

James Byrne
Centre Highfields

The James Byrne Centre offers groups warm and 
friendly service, healthy and wholesome meals, 
comfortable accommodation at an outstanding 

location.  The managers and staff are happy to make 
your next event an enjoyable and successful one. 

Contact us to discuss your event and 
what the Centre can offer your group. 

p: 07 4630 8339 | www.jamesbyrnecentre.org.au
e: jamesbyrnecentre@twb.catholic.org.au
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L to R: Fr Michael O’Brien, Inspector Brian Cannon, Josephine Crothers, Senior Sergeant Richard 
McIntosh, Lucinda Richards, Charlie Buck and Michael Toohey. Photo by the Goondiwindi Argus.

COMMUNITY REMEMBERS 
SACRIFICE BY POLICE

Goondiwindi joined with people throughout Australia to 
take time to remember those police officers who gave their 
lives over the last 12 months while on duty for National 
Police Remembrance Day. The day is also a chance for the 
community to thank the men and women who currently serve.

The communit y gathered to pause and remember w ith a 

candle v igil lead by Fr Michael O’Brien at the Goondiw indi 
Golf Club R SL. The ceremony was a mov ing experience for 
all gathered and was well attended by almost 100 families 
of police and supporters. The school captains from St 
Mar y’s School Goondiw indi gave up their time on school 
holidays to attend, which was much appreciated.

St Thomas More’s Parish commissioned a new Parish 
Pastoral Council on 8 October. New members welcomed 
onto the Council and their areas of ministry are: Kathryn 
Boulus, Education; John Kennedy, Spirituality; and Susi 
Pfeiffer, Communications. Retiring members who have 
each completed their three years of service are Mark Betts, 
Michael and Gabrielle Murray and Katie Wright. The six 
continuing members of Council and their areas of ministry 
are: Julie Hintz, Chair; Warwick Dingle, Administration; 
Michael Keating, Outreach; Peter McDonald, Hospitality; Pat 
McNamee, Faith Education; and Suellen Sedl, Worship. The 
Priest Director, Fr Peter Dorfield, and Parish Leader, Michael 
Bermingham, led the commissioning ceremony before the 
beginning of Sunday Mass.

One of the early tasks of the Parish Pastoral Council will 

be to give leadership for the Parish Planning Day where 
all members of the Parish are invited to participate. The 
purpose of the planning day is to review the current vision, 
mission, goals and strategies and to make revisions and take 
initiatives, if appropriate, to ref lect our faith community and 
its strengths and challenges now and into the future.

Following an initiative of the Social Justice Group, the 
parish had a “shared evening meal” with the local Islamic 
Community. Approximately 100 people attended the evening 
in May. Families brought traditional dishes to share with 
everyone in the parish hall. It was a convivial evening for all 
who attended. The Islamic Community have reciprocated 
with invitations to join them for breakfast on several 
occasions following the fast for Ramadan, as well as for other 
events at the Toowoomba Mosque.

PARISH COUNCIL 
COMMISSIONED 
FOR COMING YEAR 
BEVAN DEVINE

Front L to R – Pat McNamee and Julie HIntz. Back L to R – Suellen Sedl, 
Michael Bermingham, Peter McDonald, John Kennedy ,Kathryn Boulus, Fr  Peter Dorfield 
and Susi Pfeiffer. Photo by Chris Fogarty.

FR MICHAEL O’BRIEN
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An ecumenical f lavour coloured the recent KidsGames in 
Stanthorpe during the September school holidays. “From 
Mess to Masterpiece” was the 3-day event’s theme, tracing God’s 
plan for humankind, made in His image and for His purpose. 

Among the 60 primary-school aged children who took 
part, a number were from St Joseph’s Parish, Stanthorpe, 
ranging in ages from four to 12 years. Five members of the 
St Joseph’s Girls’ Club gave up part of their school holidays 
to offer leadership and help at K idsGames and were 
commended by organisers.  I was very proud of the way these 
girls in particular showed leadership and commitment to 
the care of the children involved while also offering help to 
the adult leaders. They did so w ith enthusiasm and energ y. 

For those who may not k now, K idsGames is an 
opportunit y for primar y school aged children to take part 
in a holiday program that mi xes fun and faith. Daily events 
included praise and worship, craft , sports, and communit y 
engagement. The children baked goods to welcome BlueCare 
v isitors, w ith morning tea and time together enjoyed by all. 
A ll ages also took part in a car wash fundraiser, on the f inal 
day, to aide an Ethiopian communit y. 

Si x denom i nat ion s w here repre s ent e d at St a nt hor p e’s 
K id s G a me s w h i le volu nt e er s a nd pa r t icipa nt s c a me 
f rom a s fa r a s Wa r w ick a nd Tent er f ield .  The event ha s 
b e en r u n n i n g lo c a l l y for fou r ye a r s a nd wa s held at  t he 
Bapt i s t  Chu rch ,  St a nt hor p e .

St Joseph’s Parish, Stanthorpe, Girls’ Club members L to R: Claire 
Danzey, Genevieve Gasparin, Rebekah Carnell and Hayley Danzey. 
Photo by the Stanthorpe Border Post.

MESS INTO 
MASTERPIECE
SELINA VENIER

Msgr John Grace Rector  Telephone: 07 3267 4800
Email: seminary@qld.catholic.net.auwww.seminary.catholic.net.au

Holy Spirit SeminaryQUEENSLAND “The Seminary that educates 
must seek really and truly to 
initiate the candidate in the 

sensitivity of being a shepherd.”
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TRIPLE MARRIAGE 
MILESTONES FOR DALBY
Dalby has been awash with love for the past two months 
as three couples within the parish celebrate significant 
wedding anniversaries. We congratulate all these 
parishioners on reaching their wonderful milestone events.

George and Colleen Cook marked their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary on 10 September. The couple met in Clermont 
and were married in St Mary’s Church, Clermont by Fr Gibbs. 
They have been faithful parishioners at St Joseph’s Dalby and 
have contributed to the Parish through George’s involvement 
in the Parish Council and Colleen’s commitment to the music 
ministry. Their two sons and five daughters attended our local 
Catholic schools and their grandchildren attend to this day. 
Colleen is very proud of the fact that three generations of her 
family have taught with her at our school – her mother, Eileen 
Cosgrove (nee Kelly), her daughters, Anne-Maree Spalding 
and Therese Brennan, and her daughter in law, Angela Cook 
who now works in the school office. 

They shared their special day with all seven of their 
children and their partners, their twenty-one grandchildren 
and their friends. The night was made even more special 
by the attendance of all members of their wedding party, 
Colleen’s sisters, Moya Rabbitt and Kathy Rimmer, and 
George’s brothers, Jim and Bernard Cook. It was a beautiful 
night of music and celebration.

Kev and Sheila McVeigh celebrated their 65th Wedding 
Anniversary on 15 September. They were married at St 
Patrick ’s Church, Allora. The ceremony had to take place at 

8.30am due to fasting regulations of the time! Their wedding 
breakfast was held in the Picture Theatre owned by Shelia’s 
family, the Stewarts. Kev’s family were farmers in the Allora 
district. Their three boys were all born at Allora. Kev and 
Shelia moved to the Cecil Plains/Norwin area in 1959 then to 
the Dalby district in 1966. 

2017 has been a special year for Kev and Shelia. Their 
anniversary date was also chosen as the wedding day of 
grandson, Craig McVeigh and his wife Prue who celebrated 
their marriage in St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Dalby. Kev and 
Shelia were very honoured to share this special date with the 
newly-weds and their extended family.

Brian and Pat Bryant celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary on 7  October. Pat’s family, the Cooks, were living 
in the Clermont district and Pat had recently returned home 
from a two year stint working in the Missions at Wewack 
in New Guinea. Brian had been transferred from the Lands 
Department in Cloncurry for a six month course in Brisbane. 
They were married at St Mary’s Church, Clermont by Fr Gibbs 
who had officiated at the wedding of George (Pat’s brother) 
and Colleen Cook just a month earlier. Married life began in 
Brisbane until Brian finished his course and they moved to 
Cloncurry. Many moves around the state followed until Pat and 
Brian finally settled at ‘Lochlea’, in the Bowenville area 25 years 
ago. Their special occasion was celebrated recently during a 
camping trip to Cania Gorge together with seven of their eight 
children in attendance and members of the Cook family.

Colleen and George Cook Sheila and Kev McVeigh (centre) with extended family. Photo by Ange Stirling Photography.

Brian and Pat Bryant
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On a Saturday night in August, Mary of the Southern 
Cross Parish Highfields held their 7th annual Trivia Night 
fundraiser. The fundraiser has proven to be very successful 
over the years, not only financially but also it is a night that is 
renowned to be fun. Each year it has been made easy for the 
participants because babysitting is available for the children 
so that the adults can relax and enjoy themselves. That is 
certainly what they have done over the past years and this time 
it was no exception!

The night was a little chilly, but this did not deter the 
parishioners, their friends and families from f locking to the 
MacK illop Centre, all expecting to have a great time. Tables 
of ten were set up ready for the Trivia with nominated Team 
Names and as usual, they were faced f irst up with a mystery 
sheet. Over the years these questions have been unusual, 
quite hard, sometimes religious questions and phobias. This 
year it was hilarious as we had clues of Australian Slang such 
as “Trouble and Strife” aka “the Wife”. These turned out to 
be quite hard for some, and random answers were written in 

that caused much laughter around the room.
There was a “Guess the Song” competition, where a brief 

music clip was played and participants had to run to the front 
and sing the rest of the line. Some people forgot the words on 
the way up, which added to the amusement and laughter in 
the room. The rum bottle was very popular, where a gold coin 
was thrown and the closest one to the bottle was the winner, 
the prize of course was the rum! The multi draw was a big hit 
once again this year. Lots of prizes adorned the stage area, 
where people could choose their prize.

Congratulations to the Trivia winners, team “Best Practice 
Incorporated” which was comprised of family members of 
the Brennan Family. A big thanks to Mal Porter who makes 
himself available every year as MC, we really appreciate this 
fabulously quick-witted, fun fellow. Also a massive thanks to 
the members of the Parish Pastoral Council for their work in 
preparation prior to the night and also the tireless amount of 
hours on the night making sure that everything ran smoothly. 
See you next year.

STORIES AND A FRESH COAT OF PAINT
SR MAUREEN ANDREWS
The year is slipping away and what a great time we have 
enjoyed at Sacred Heart Parish Cunnamulla, especially 
the week when we entertained Fr Trevor Trotter. Fr Trevor is 
a Columban Priest who is working his way around the diocese 
telling stories of the Columbans who work in many countries 
around the world. At Mass this week the congregation were 
enthralled with stories of mission and will continue to pray for 
their work and hopefully provide some financial support as well.

Pupils from The Southport School came to Thargomindah 
during their holiday break to paint the outside of the church. 
It is now spark ling white w ith a green trim. We acknowledge 
Rev Steffan Van Munster, the Anglican priest from Mitchell, 
who organised this activity. Rev Steffan uses the Catholic 
Church once a month for services w ith his community.

Sr Maureen attended a weekend at Walgett which was 
organised by Catholic Religious Australia for leaders of 
Aboriginal communities. This ref lection day was held in 
the Catholic school and we were fortunate to meet many 

of the local elders. There is also an Aboriginal teacher who 
has a special room where he teaches the children their own 
Aboriginal language. The school garden and the murals 
around the buildings were most impressive, it was like an 
oasis in the desert.

Polly Craw ford, a former teacher at the school, is now 
returning to be the acting principal for the next twelve 
months. The school and the town look forward to welcoming 
her. One of the Grade Six children mentioned that she would 
consider repeating simply to be there w ith Ms Craw ford!

We w ill be sad to see Danni Conway go however we look 
forward to news of the baby she expects in a few months. 
Emily Perry, the Grade Six teacher has been offered a 
teaching position at Clifton. Her gentle presence and 
k indness w ill be missed.

Now we continue on our journey for the rest of 2017 trying 
to be in touch w ith the deeper spirit w ithin us as we listen to 
ourselves, each other and breathe in the glory of creation.

TRIVIA 
NIGHT 
FUN AND 
FRIVOLITY
PATTI MCNAUGHT
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Name: .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Postal Address: ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Town: ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................ Post Code: ..............................................................

Email: ......................................................................................................................................................................

I would like to make a financial contribution towards the production costs of Horizons.

DEAR
READER

For many years we have provided Horizons free of charge to all parishes and schools in 
our Diocese. We have endeavoured to cover production and distribution costs through 
advertising, but it is difficult to keep up with every increasing overheads. If you would 
like to make a donation to assist us, please send your financial contribution, payable 
to “Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba”, to: PO Box 1262, Toowoomba, Qld 4350.

THANK YOU
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Tel: (07) 4632 4277  Mob: 0429 489 748 
communications@twb.catholic.org.au

ECUMENICAL COMMISSION 
Fr Brian Sparksman D.C.L.  
Tel: (07) 4632 7619 
e.vicar@twb.catholic.org.au

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS  
AND SAFEGUARDS  
Executive Officer George Keryk 
Tel: (07) 4638 1379 
gkeryk@twb.catholic.org.au

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
Financial Administrator: Tom Jolley 
Diocesan Development Fund 
Tel: (07) 4632 7589 
admin@twb.catholic.org.au

JAMES BYRNE RETREAT CENTRE 
Managers: Paul and Wendy Ladewig 
Tel: (07) 4630 8339 
jamesbyrnecentre@bigpond.com

ST VINCENT’S CARE SERVICES - (Lourdes) 
Care Centre Manager: Annette Thurgood 
Tel: (07) 4636 3155

LITURGICAL COMMISSION 
Liturgy Officer: John Briffa 
Tel: (07) 4632 0989 
jbriffa@twb.catholic.org.au

SPIRITUALITY  
AND MISSION  
Sr Elaine Morzone  
Tel: (07) 4632 7619   
Mob: 0458 020 906 
emorzone@twb.catholic.org.au

RCIA COORDINATOR 
Mary Otto 
Mobile: 0447 047 807 
rcia@twb.catholic.org.au

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
RESOURCE CENTRE 
Trudi Burgess Tel: (07) 4687 4345

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMISSION 
Executive Officer: Mark Copland  
Tel: (07) 4613 0895 
justice@twb.catholic.org.au

SPRED - SPECIAL RELIGIOUS  
DEVELOPMENT 
Coordinator: Loretta Coman 
Tel: (07) 4632 8427 
spred@twb.catholic.org.au

TRAMS - TOOWOOMBA REFUGEE  
AND MIGRANT SUPPORT 
(Administered by CatholicCare) 
Settlement Coordinator:  
Hannah Belesky Tel: (07) 4688 3140

TRIBUNAL Tel: (07) 4632 7443 
Associate Judicial Vicar: Fr Peter Schultz

VOCATIONS DIRECTORS 
Fr Jamie Collins: Tel: (07) 4622 1075 
Fr Gonzalo Duran Tel: (07) 4662 7031

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Coordinator: Sarah de Byl 
Tel: (07) 4632 4277  Mobile: 0407 495 751 
youngcatholic@twb.catholic.org.au

BISHOP ROBERT MCGUCKIN 
68 Lindsay Street, PO Box 756  
Toowoomba Qld 4350 
Tel: (07) 4632 4277 Fax: (07) 4639 2251

SECRETARY TO BISHOP  
Colleen Way Tel: (07) 4632 4277 
bishsec@twb.catholic.org.au

VICAR GENERAL 
Fr John Quinlan Tel: (07) 4634 1453

CHANCELLOR 
Fr Peter Schultz B.Th., JCL Tel: (07) 4632 8835 
pschultz@twb.catholic.org.au
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HELP MAKE 
HORIZONS 
BE THE BEST 
MAGAZINE 
IT CAN BE!

LET US KNOW WHAT IS 
HAPPENING IN YOUR AREA!
Horizons relies upon your stories to make it 
relevant and meaningful. We want to know 
what is happening in your local area so 
that we can share that good news with the 
rest of the Diocese. We are looking for local 
contributors who can write 250 to 350 words 
about local church projects, initiatives or 
events. Include a couple of high-resolution 
photos and your well on your way to being 
published in Horizons.  
For more information about contributing to 
Horizons contact us at:  
horizons@twb.catholic.org.au

“A vocation is a fruit that ripens in a well cultivated field of mutual love that becomes 
mutual service, in the context of an authentic ecclesial life. No vocation is born of itself 
or lives for itself. A vocation flows from the heart of God and blossoms in the good 
soil of faithful people, in the experience of fraternal love. Did not Jesus say: “By this all 
men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 13:35)?”

Pope Francis, Message for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations 2014

CONTACT

FR GONZALO DURAN
Phone 07 4662 7031 
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish
8 Villiers St, Chinchilla QLD 4413

 or FR JAMIE COLLINS
Phone 07 4622 1075
All Saints Parish
PO Box 119, Roma Qld 4455

NO ONE  
IS BORN  
A PRIEST...


