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By Sarah de Byl

MOVERS AND SHAKERS 
CONTINUES TO SHAPE 
YOUNG LEADERS

Movers and Shakers again proved 
popular for Catholic youth leaders 
from around Queensland as well as 
some interstate participants from 
the Maitland Newcastle Diocese. 

The Christian leadership training 
program, run from 29 March to 2 
April at the James Byrne Centre, 
provided young people from a variety 
of parishes, schools and youth 
movements’ high quality leadership 
training in a safe and fun environment. 
It also provided an opportunity 
for the group, aged 16 to 25, to 
support and network with others in 
person outside of social media or 
their immediate circle of friends.

Movers and Shakers is led by a 
team of youth ministry professionals, 
facilitated by Dave Jorna from Project 
Hatch and is one of the longest 
running leadership training initiatives 
in Australia. Since beginning in 1991, 
over 2000 people have participated in 
the program. Dave himself is part of 
the Movers and Shakers family, not just 
as facilitator, but as past participant!

“It was incredible watching so 
many participants create a deep 
inner shift in their understanding and 
practice of leadership,” observed 
Dave. “Understandably, a lot of young 
people view leadership in terms 

of giving directions, solutions and 
ideas in order to create an outcome. 
During the program however, a 
lot of the young people had their 
“Aha” moments by experiencing, 
practicing and identifying leadership 
in terms of a process which 
creates a positive influence.”

One of the strengths of the 
program is its ability to combine 
theory and practical leadership 
development with different activities 
to challenge participants. During 
the residential five day program 
participants were challenged both 
individually, and in small groups, to 
work on problem solving, teamwork 
and adventure based activities. 

Another highlight is the “Questions 
of Faith” session with Fr Morgan Batt 
of the Vocations Office Brisbane. 
This year’s participants really valued 
Fr Morgan’s honesty, openness and 
input into this session. Fr Morgan 
has been a part of the Movers and 
Shakers family for some 19 years now 
by giving his time as chaplain and 
pastoral support to the program.

Sarah de Byl, Youth Coordinator 
for the Toowoomba Diocese said this 
year’s program continues to build 
on the successes of the past. The 
hard work of past coordinators and 

facilitators make Movers and Shakers 
the exceptional program it is today.

“Every year we learn something new 
about the program and how we can 
improve the experience for the young 
people who attend. The program is 
evolving and constantly growing. It 
keeps it fresh and dynamic.” She said 
”It’s important to the leadership team 
that the program is flexible and can be 
tailored to suit individual participants 
and the Movers and Shakers group 
that attend from year to year.”

Participant Nick Joy, from St 
Mary’s College Toowoomba, 
reflected, “Movers and Shakers is a 
great experience for learning about 
yourself, leadership and your faith.” 
Michaela Waite from St Anthony’s 
Parish commented that “Movers and 
Shakers was an incredible experience” 
where she “gained important and 
varied skills while connecting with 
like-minded young people.” 

Photos and information about 
Movers and Shakers 2016 can be 
found on the Movers and Shakers 
Facebook page as well as www.
moversandshakers.org.au. The 
program will again run in 2017, keep 
an eye out for promotional material 
available later in the year or check 
back at the website for updates. 

The Toowoomba Group at ACYF.

By Ms Ashleigh Fearby

GREEN IS GOLD IN 2016

Some say moving to a new college is 
daunting, however, I am taking it as 
a challenge. College for me is like a 
second home, the people you meet 
and the experiences you make are 
ones that last a life time. My challenge 
this year is to help everyone else at 
Concannon create those experiences. 

Before moving to Toowoomba in 
2013 I grew up in the small country 
town of Texas, Qld, with my family 
and a farm full of animals. Once 
high school arrived I moved away 
from home and started boarding 
school at The SCOTS PGC College 
in Warwick. Moving away from home 
is always hard by once the new 
experiences and adventures started, 
I found this was important to find 
out who I was and wanted to be.

I would have to say moving to 
Residential Colleges at USQ is one 
of the best decisions I have made, 
for three years I lived at McGregor, 
and this year I had been given the 
opportunity to move to Concannon 
as the Senior Resident Advisor or 
SRA (Head of College) for 2016. 
Over the last three years, I have 
learnt that college is more than just 
a place to live, it is a place where 
you meet likeminded people, your 
personality grows and life starts fresh. 
Concannon College and the USQ 
Residential Colleges offers a plethora 
of experiences throughout the year, my 
favourite is the Residential Shield. The 
‘Res Shield’ is run throughout the year 

(February to September), and all of the 
colleges compete in many different 
sports and cultural events to claim 
the beloved Res Shield Trophy at the 
end. Last year Concannon was nearly 
there - this year though we will strive for 
success and bring it back to the better 
side of Baker Street, because this 
year, an Olympic year, Green is Gold!

Part of my job as Concannon 
College SRA is working alongside 
the Resident Student Club(RSC) 
President. We have recently welcomed 
a new President, Cloe Wallace to 
the position. Cloe is originally from 
Goondiwindi and finished school at 
Downlands College in Toowoomba last 
year. She started University this year, 
studying Bachelor of Music, and with 
a voice as good as hers, she is sure 
to be singing her way through life!

The RSC are responsible for all 
the exciting events on College and 
our RSC Social Coordinator, Hellen 

Collyer has out done herself this year 
organising our Semi-Formal which was 
held on Friday 13 May, with this years 
theme ‘A Nightmare on Baker Street’. 
A night full of wicked witches, ghosts, 
jokers, bats and spooky costumes, 
it was a fantastic night enjoyed by 
everyone at Concannon. Traditionally 
at our Semi Formal, we have a fresher 
skit, where the new residents for 2016 
create a scene and pretend to be 
returning residents – it is always the 
highlight of the evening. Helen, and her 
Semi-Formal Committee did a fantastic 
job decorating our Dining Hall, hand 
making the spooky decorations.

Our next big event is the Bishops 
dinner on the 25 May, held in our 
Dining Hall. I have the privilege of 
being Emcee for the night, which I 
am really looking forward to. It has 
been a busy, but exciting start for 
Concannon and we are ready for 
what the rest of the year brings us. 

Photos by Mitchell Lawler .
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Name:...................................................................................................................................................................................

Postal Address:..................................................................................................................................................................

Town:....................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................Post Code:............................................

Email:.....................................................................................................................

I would like to make a financial contribution towards the production costs of Horizons.

Dear
Reader

For many years we have provided Horizons free of charge to all parishes and schools in 
our diocese. We have endeavoured to cover production and distribution costs through 
advertising, but it is difficult to keep up with every increasing overheads. If you would 
like to make a donation to assist us, please send your financial contribution, payable 
to “Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba”, to: PO Box 1262, Toowoomba, Qld 4350.

Thank You

Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba
www.twb.catholic.org.au
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Fr Peter Dorfield  

Tel: (07) 4637 1500
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OFFICE 

Executive Director: Pat Coughlan  

Tel: (07) 4637 1400

CATHOLIC MISSION 

David McGovern 
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CENTACARE 

Acting Director: Kate Venables  

Tel: 1300 477 433

CHAPLAINCY - HOSPITAL 
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Tel: (07) 4634 0025

ST VINCENT’S HOSPITAL, TOOWOOMBA 
PUBLIC HOSPITAL, BAILLIE HENDERSON 
HOSPITAL AND LOURDES HOME: 
Fr Darrell Irvine Tel: (07) 4635 0863

COMMUNICATIONS  
C/- Tel: (07) 4632 4277

ECUMENICAL COMMISSION 
Fr Brian Sparksman D.C.L.  
Tel: (07) 4632 7619
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Financial Administrator: Tom Jolley 
Diocesan Development Fund 
Tel: (07) 4632 7589
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Tel: (07) 4630 8339

LOURDES HOME 
Care Centre Manager: Nancy Mathers 
Tel: (07) 4636 3155

LITURGICAL COMMISSION 
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Tel: (07) 4632 0989
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Sr Elaine Morzone  
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Tel: (07) 4632 4277 
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Tel: (07) 4687 4345

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMISSION 

Executive Officer: Mark Copland  

Tel: (07) 4613 0895

SPRED - SPECIAL RELIGIOUS  

DEVELOPMENT 

Coordinator: Loretta Coman 

Tel: (07) 4632 8427

TRAMS - TOOWOOMBA REFUGEE  

AND MIGRANT SUPPORT 

(Administered by Centacare) 

Settlement Coordinator:  

Hannah Belesky  

Tel: (07) 4688 3140

TRIBUNAL  

Tel: (07) 4632 7443

VOCATIONS DIRECTORS 

Fr Jamie Collins: Tel: (07) 4622 1075 

Fr Michael Cooney Mobile: 0427 138 547

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Coordinator: Sarah de Byl 

Tel: (07) 4632 4277  
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BISHOP ROBERT MCGUCKIN DD MCL JCL 
68 Lindsay Street, PO Box 756  
Toowoomba Qld 4350 
Tel: (07) 4632 4277  Fax: (07) 4639 2251
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Fr John Quinlan Tel: (07) 4634 1453
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What are you looking forward to most 
at World Youth Day in Krakow?

Nicki Prentice
I think I’m most excited about 
being in a space with so many 
other young people who 
share a common faith. Also, to 
unapologetically celebrate that faith 
among people from every corner 
of the earth. I’m also look forward 
the Pope’s address, considering 
Pope Francis has already inspired 
so many young people and has 
some wonderfully progressive 
ideas on what it means to be a 
Catholic in the 21st Century. 

Kristin Byrne
The thought of attending World 
Youth Day is exciting to me on 
so many levels! I am obviously 
looking forward to travelling to a 
place of the world I have yet to 
see, but as a musician myself 
I must say I am most excited 
to see and hear how others 
express their faith through song. 
The thought of joining together 
as a large group to pray and 
celebrate is also something that 
I think we be most rewarding.

Alison Driver
I’m really excited about this 
opportunity to go to World 
Youth Day in Krakow, I can’t 
wait to experience the culture. 
I’m excited to follow in the 
footsteps of Saint John Paul 
II; while traveling with like-
minded young Catholics.

James Byrne Centre Chapel. Photo taken by Ingrid McTaggart. If you have an image of the Diocese you 
would like to share please email it to horizons@twb.catholic.org.au with the subject “Views of the Diocese”.
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Help make Horizons be the best magazine it can be!

Horizons relies upon your stories to make it relevant and meaningful. We want to 

know what is happening in your local area so that we can share that good news 

with the rest of the diocese. We are looking for local contributors who can write 250 

to 350 words about local church projects, initiatives or events. Include a couple of 

high-resolution photos and your well on your way to being published in Horizons.

For more information about contributing to Horizons contact Michael 

Hart at horizons@twb.catholic.org.au or phone 07 4632 4277

Let us know what 
is happening 
in your area!

Thinking Priesthood?
Contact:	 Fr Michael Cooney:
	 Email michaelcooney11@gmail.com
	 Phone 0427 138 547 

	 or: Fr Jamie Collins:
	 Phone 07 4622 1075
	 All Saints Parish
	 PO Box 119, Roma, Qld 4455
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